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JAMES ORMOND, MERCHANT AND SOLDIER
by A LICE S TRICKLAND
of the Ormond family to come to Florida
was a Scotchman, James Ormond I, who owned and commanded an armed brig, the Somerset, which sailed in the services
of the famous trading firm of Panton and Leslie. In the 1700’s
James Ormond sailed the Somerset in the pirate-infested waters
of the West Indies and between Savannah and present day Apalachicola. Later in life Ormond gave up seafaring and settled down
on a cotton plantation on the island of Exuma in the West Indies.
The invitation from the Spanish government for settlers to come
to Florida, and the offer of large land grants induced James Ormond to give up his plantation on Exuma and move to Florida.
His first plantation was near New Smyrna and other families from
the Bahamas, including a General Williams, also had plantations
in that vicinity. A runaway negro slave from the Williams plantation shot and killed James Ormond as he was walking with his
son Emanuel. The runaway negro was eventually captured and
shot, and his “corpse cremated.” 1
Ormond’s widow, Russell Ormond, and son Emanuel, returned to their native Scotland to live with another son, James Ormond II. This James Ormond had been born during one of his
father’s voyages, had been left in Scotland, and had never seen
his father. He was a junior partner in a firm which was engaged
in the grain trade in the Baltic, but at some time in the 1820’s
this firm failed. The loss of his business brought ruin to James
Ormond II and he was forced to flee Scotland in order to escape
a debtors’ prison. His mother and brother Emanuel joined him
in the flight from Scotland to Florida and they settled on the
Damietta plantation near the Tomoka River which James Ormond
HE FIRST MEMBER

The portrait on the left is Captain James Ormond I. It is reproduced
from an oil painting in the Ormond Beach Women’s Club.
1. Most of the material for this article was taken from “Reminiscences
of the Life of James Ormond of Atlanta, Georgia,” an unpublished
manuscript in the Anderson Memorial Library, Ormond Beach,
Florida, and “Reminiscences of James Ormond Concerning the Early
Days of the Halifax Country,” a brochure published by the Ormond
Village Improvement Association, 1941.

[ 209 ]
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I had left to them. 2 This property, consisting of “2,000 acres in
Mosquitoes,” had belonged to Colonel James Moncrief in British
times, was one of the best known plantations, and had a large
number of slaves. 3
When James Ormond II left Scotland his wife, the former
Isabella Christie, and their four children, Agnes, Russell, Helen,
and James Ormond III had been left behind. In 1824 James
Ormond sent his brother Emanuel back to Scotland to bring his
family to Damietta. Blonde, beautiful, talented Isabella with her
“rose and lily complexion” had become ill with “brain fever” after
her husband left Scotland, and the doctors had shaved off her
beautiful hair and placed a “cap of ice or snow on her head” in
an effort to reduce the fever. 4 This illness, according to her son,
left her “demented and she never recovered her reason entirely.
She was worse on full moons and better at other times (less
violent).” 5
It took the little family and their nurse twenty-five days to
cross over from Scotland to Charleston, and from Charleston
they sailed in a schooner for St. Augustine. It must have been
a tragic reunion for James Ormond II when he discovered the
mental condition of his wife, but for his young son, James Ormond III, the newness and strangeness of Florida was to make a
lasting impression. The eight-year-old James was completely
absorbed in the new sights, sounds, and smells of this fascinating
wilderness that had become his home. Almost seventy years later
these first vivid impressions were still clear in his mind when he
wrote: “I first saw the beautiful river (either the Halifax or
Tomoka) when I was a wee bit laddie, only eight years old, and
I well remember how very strange, and how very different everything looked to what it did in my native land, Auld Scotia. The
sun was brighter, the sky more brilliant and clearer. The food of
all kinds was different, no grass, no hills or mountains, no soil but
sand. Indian corn as we called it in Scotland I had only seen as a
curious seed in my aunt’s collection of curiosities. Pumpkins were
to me a huge fruit. Sweet potatoes were a queer thing and tasted
like one of our murphies touched by frost. The birds and insects
2. “Reminiscences of the Life of James Ormond of Atlanta, Georgia.”
3. Historical Records Survey, W.P.A., Spanish Land Grants in Florida,
5 vols. in 3 (Tallahassee, 1940), IV, 153.
4. “Reminiscences of the Life of James Ormond of Atlanta, Georgia.”
5. Ibid.
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and everything were new, and when they began to tell of ‘Cabbage trees’ I opened my eyes wide to see them. In short all was
really a new world to me.” 6
In this new world were strange new people who lived on the
plantations scattered along the Tomoka and Halifax Rivers as far
south as New Smyrna. There were the McHardys (also Scotch),
the Addisons, Andersons, Bulows, Williamses, Dummetts, and a
James Darley. There were the Negro slaves (young James had
never seen any in Scotland) who used the axe and the hoe and
“toted” on their heads or shoulders all the crops to the barn, and
the logs to build the barn or house. “Every plantation had from
two to twenty hand-mills of stone to grind the corn and in most
places you could hear the mills agoing for half the night as each
man or head of family ground his grist for the next days grub.”
James discovered that all “sorts of labor on the plantation was
portioned out to the slaves,” but he noted that “their tasks were
such that the industrious slave could always get through with
them by two or three o’clock and they could spend the rest of the
day to hunt, fish, or care for their own small lots of land.” The
Negroes also rowed the boats loaded with cotton and sugar down
the Tomoka and Halifax rivers to Mosquito Inlet (Ponce de
Leon Inlet). During the long haul they would sing all the way
and keep time to the strokes of the oars. Sometimes there was an
exciting race between the boats and James wrote that “it seemed
they could not get tired.” 7
The Seminole Indians were also a strange and fascinating
people. James saw many of them when they came to Damietta to
trade venison, turkeys, wild honey, and coontie, for blankets,
homespun, powder, lead, cloth, and beads. He met King Philip
and knew his son, Coacoochee (Wild Cat), very well as they were
boys together. When they were both young men, James and
Coacoochee fought on opposite sides in the Seminole Indian War.
James described Coacoochee at that time as being a “splendid
specimen of an Indian chief, tall, straight and quite a handsome
man, but an impudent dog and with the manners of a hog.” In
his “Reminiscences,” written when he was an old man, he com“Reminiscences of James Ormond Concerning the Early Days of the
Halifax Country,” 5.
7. Ibid., 6.
6.
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mented that when the Indians came to Damietta to trade it almost “always ended in a big drunk . . . and sometimes a big fuss.
I remember once old ‘Billy Bowlegs’ after trading getting drunk,
kicking up the Very Devil because a fat heifer he had sold and
which in being killed proved to be with calf, alleging that he
had been very badly cheated inasmuch as he had not been paid
for the calf. He raved like a madman, but finally subsided into
a good long spell of crying, and begged to be paid for it, and so
went on till the old chief went to sleep.” 8
There was much to do and much to see but even in the Florida wilderness a young man needed an education and James was
packed off to St. Augustine to school for a time. He spent three
or four years, on and off, in school there and then his father sent
him to live at the neighboring Bulow plantation. His sister Agnes
was sent to “board and be schooled by a Mrs. Ives, who lived at
New Smyrna.” 9 As his wife was mentally ill, James’s father
must have been worried and concerned about the upbringing of
his young children, and perhaps sending them to live at nearby
plantations to be instructed by friendly planters seemed to him
the only solution. However, Mrs. Ives “treated Agnes so badly
she had to run away and went over to Mr. Joe Hunter’s who took
care of her until she could get back home.” The wealthy, worldly, and aristocratic John Joachim Bulow was perhaps not the best
influence a young boy could have as James described him as
“being graduated in all the devilment to be learned in Paris,
France . . . well educated, but very wild and dissipated.” Bulow
had a large library of books, “mostly fiction,” with which James
“filled himself.” Bulow took James and his Uncle Emanuel on a
memorable voyage down the Halifax, Hillsborough, and Indian
Rivers as far as Jupiter Inlet. They went in Bulow’s slave-manned
barge with its guns, nets, and a cook, and travelled into the little
known wilderness of southern Florida. Few white men had made
such a trip and white settlers were almost non-existent in those
regions. 10
When James was still very young some live-oak cutters came
to Damietta to cut timber for the United States Navy. James’s
8. Ibid.
9. “Reminiscences of the Life of James Ormond of Atlanta, Georgia.”
10. “Reminiscences of James Ormond Concerning the Early Days of the
Halifax Country,” 4.
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father decided to send the boy to Boston with them to be “bound
as an apprentice to the shipbuilders trade.” His Uncle Emanuel
intervened and persuaded his father to keep James at home.
Shortly after this, in 1829, Emanuel Ormond died of “consumption” in St. Augustine and was buried there. 11 A few months later
James Ormond II died after much suffering and was buried on
the plantation. His grave still may be seen north of Ormond
Beach.
After the death of James Ormond II an overseer was hired
to take charge of the plantation. Later young James III took over
and made one crop, but it was finally decided to sell the slaves
to Cruger and Depyster who owned a sugar plantation at New
Smyrna. Damietta was now abandoned and the family scattered.
James and his sister Agnes went to Charleston, and his other
sisters, Helen and Russell, were sent to Tallahassee to learn the
milliners trade. Tragic, demented Isabella Ormond died in Columbia, S. C., in 1836. Later, Russell married Joseph Chaires
and in 1841 a yellow fever epidemic took the lives of both Russell
and Helen at the famous Chaires mansion, “Verdura,” near Tallahassee. 12
In Charleston Agnes also learned the milliners trade and for
a time James went to school to learn “mental arithmetic” and
took a “few lessons in writing.” One fall he was taken into J. and
C. Lawton’s store on Bay Street and began his career as a merchant. Meanwhile, in Florida the smouldering resentment of the
Seminoles against the white man’s greed was beginning to flame
into an all-consuming hatred, and when war broke out James
returned to Florida to volunteer in the fight against the Indians. He was made an orderly sergeant in the “Mosquito Roarers,” a company of militia whose captain was his old friend,
Douglas Dummett, with whom he had hunted, fished, and spent
many a wild time in the plantation days at Damietta. Under the
command of Major Benjamin Putnam, a St. Augustine lawyer,
the “Mosquito Roarers” fought the Seminoles at the Anderson
brothers’ plantation, Dunlawton, near present day Port Orange.
In writing of this skirmish Ormond admitted that the “whole
command were just an undisciplined rabble, under no command
11.
12.

“Reminiscences of the Life of James Ormond of Atlanta, Georgia.”
“Pioneer Florida,” Tampa Tribune, Feb. 24, 1957.
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of their officers, not a man had ever before seen a gun fired in
anger.” The “Mosquito Roarers” had made the Bulow plantation
their headquarters and rowed down the Halifax River in four
boats to Dunlawton. As they came down the river they saw the
smoke and flames along the shore from the plantation buildings
the Indians had burned. They slowed their rowing so that they
could arrive at Dunlawton by dark. As they drew closer they discovered the Indians were still dancing around the burning buildings. They waited until the Indians moved farther back towards
the sugar mill for a night’s rest, and then landed. It was discovered that the Seminoles had penned all the cattle and it was
decided to lie in wait for the Indians and ambush them when
they returned the next morning to drive off the cattle. When
daylight came a stray Seminole was killed by one of the militiamen and his “corpse mutilated shamefully.” Orders were then
given for the “Mosquito Roarers” to fall back to the river bank
where the burned buildings would give them some shelter, and
they would not be cut off from their boats. The whole band of
Seminoles were now aroused and under their leader, Coacoochee,
came charging down on the militia. Coacoochee was riding a
white or grey horse and wore the reflectors from the Mosquito
Bar Lighthouse as a headdress. The militia were outnumbered
and after half an hour’s firing they were ordered to retreat to the
boats. “The undisciplined rabble” made a disorderly retreat and
some of their men were left behind, but an old mulatto guide,
“Old Ben Wiggins,” brought some order to the fleeing men with
the admonition, “My God, gentlemen, is you goin’ to run from
a passel of damned Indians?” Major Putnam gave the command
to stop the retreat and the firing was resumed for a time. Then
again the order was given to retreat to the boats. This second
retreat was almost disastrous as it was discovered that the tide had
gone out in the river leaving the boats aground in shallow water.
As they splashed through the water to get to the boats the guns
got wet and were useless for a time, and the largest boat, a
whaleboat, was aground in the sand and had to be left behind.
The Indians kept up a heavy firing from the shore at the desperately fleeing men and many of them were severely wounded.
The whaleboat was floated by some of the Seminoles, who pursued the men who finally had their boats pushed off into deeper
water. A lucky shot from one of the militia ricocheted over the
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water, knocked one of the Indians into the river, and put an end
to the pursuit by the whaleboat. Two of the militia, a Ned Gould
and George Marks of St. Augustine, became panic-stricken during the flight and, refusing to get into the boats, made their way
to a “spit of land that led to Pelican Island” (an island just off
shore from the plantation site). Marks finally swam the river and
made his way safely to the still intact Bulow plantation, but
Gould, who was afraid to swim for it, was captured by the
Seminoles and “dreadfully tortured.” Several of the men were
killed in the flight to the boats and James Ormond received four
bullet wounds. 13
The militia returned to Bulow plantation and then moved
northward to St. Augustine. After his wounds were treated there
James Ormond returned to Mr. Charles Lawton, his employer and
guardian in Charleston. A few years later James and his sister
Agnes received money from the sale of the Damietta slaves who
had been sent to the Cruger and Depeyster mill in New Smyrna
and had been captured by the Seminoles. The Negroes were
recaptured and sold in St. Marks. In 1837 James Ormond again
returned to Florida and while visiting in St. Augustine experienced a new adventure; “. . . he fell desperately in love with a
pretty Spanish girl.” When James proposed to her he discovered
that she was engaged to a “scamp of a U. S. officer of Artillery
then posted there, Randolph Ridgeley of Baltimore, a regular rogue
who was only fooling the poor girl as he had fooled several girls
both in St. Augustine and Savannah.” Later, James had the
dubious satisfaction of hearing that the dashing Ridgeley had
broken his worthless neck while riding his horse, Wild Darrell,
down a steep street in Monterey, Mexico. 14
After his disappointment in love, James Ormond knocked
about Middle Florida for a time and then in 1839 he became a
partner of a Mr. William McNaught, commission merchant. The
two decided to go into business at Port Leon and started the trading firm of McNaught and Ormond. The first night of their
acquaintance the two men slept in an office adjoining a wharf
which belonged to McNaught. While they slept a thief crept in
and stole James Ormond’s luggage - a poor beginning for the
13. Reminiscences of the Life of James Ormond of Atlanta, Georgia.”
14. Ibid.
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partnership that managed, however, to survive for over forty
years. Ormond’s part of the business was principally “riding all
over Middle Florida . . . collecting and soliciting business and
selling goods, chiefly groceries and liquors at wholesale. These
goods were mostly the property of the vessels consigned to us
and it was in those days almost a universal custom for every
vessel coming into the gulf to and from the West Indies to have
a lot of goods of some kind for sale on ships account and as a
sort of bonus to consignee to get them a return cargo and so they
would have all sorts of stuff for sale such as flour, sugar, coffee,
hard bread, bottled ale, cider, vinegar, pickled pork, hams, hay,
oats, corn, in fact almost anything. Brandy, rum, etc., at wholesale. For selling these things we got a commission of 5% and
storage. Then on the back cargo of cotton we got a commission
of 2 1/2 % on the amount of the freight list. Then the storage of
the incoming goods at 12 1/2 cents per bbl. bulk. So the first year to
the best of my recollection our net profits were about ten thousand
dollars. This prosperity lasted until 1843 when I lost it all.” 15
The year 1843 was, indeed, a most eventful year for James
Ormond - he lost his business in the disastrous storm which
struck Port Leon on September 13, and he was married to Elizabeth Chaires. 16 His courtship of Elizabeth was most unusual
and romantic. He first became interested in Elizabeth when he
lived in Charleston and heard the thrilling story of her escape
from an Indian raid near Tallahassee. 17 The Chaires family had
been fired upon by the Indians as they were seated in their home
after supper one evening. Mrs. Chaires had been killed instantly
as she sat sewing by the table. Mr. Chaires had blown out the
candle, closed the windows, and picked up his gun with the intention of shooting the first Indian who tried to break into the
house. The Indians had set fire to the dwelling and outhouses
and while they were doing this Mr. Chaires hustled four of his
six children out of the back door and told them to run to the
nearest neighbors. Elizabeth, who was then about seventeen,
had been closely pursued by the savages but with great presence
of mind had pulled her dark cloak closely around her and hidden
15.
16.
17.

Ibid.
Sidney Walter Martin, Florida During the Territorial Days (Athens,
1944), 181.
Niles Weekly Register, VI, 373.

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol41/iss3/1

14

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 41, Issue 3

J AMES O RMOND , M ERCHANT

AND

S OLDIER

217

in some thick bushes. The Indians had not found her and she
escaped. The other three children and Mr. Chaires escaped also,
but two younger children perished when the house burned.
James Ormond was so intrigued with the exciting story of
Elizabeth’s escape from the Seminoles that he confessed he “conceived a passion for her before I ever saw her.” By a strange
coincidence two of Elizabeth’s brothers, Ben and Green, had
passed through Charleston on their way to college and Ormond
had met them. He liked the Chaires brothers so much that he
“resolved that if they bad a sister I would marry her if I could.”
The happy conclusion of this unusual affair was that James finally
met Elizabeth “on the railway between Tallahassee and St.
Marks.” Impetuously, he “jumped over and kissed her.” The
startled girl was of course, “awfully shocked, outraged, mad and
all that.”
“But,” James wrote triumphantly, “we were married at last,
May 2, 1843.” The Ormonds had nine children, and Elizabeth,
who at seventeen almost lost her life in an Indian attack, lived
to be seventy four years old, beloved and respected by all who
knew her. 18
The newlywed Ormonds found themselves penniless after the
great storm had totally wrecked the warehouse of Ormond and
McNaught at Port Leon. Fortunately there was enough of the
wrecked warehouse to make a raft and Ormond wrote that they
“floated up the St. Marks River and founded the town of Newport, Fla.” Other settlers went with them and Port Leon became
another abandoned town along the Gulf. At first life was very
hard for the new settlers but with true Scotch thrift and courage
James Ormond built up a thriving business and in 1856 he had
property that was worth $81,000. His first business venture in
Newport was a small store on the “east side of the main street.”
When he left Newport in 1856 he had a large store “on the west
side of the street and did a trade of over seventy thousand dollars
per annum at good profits.” While he was building up this lucrative business, some tough characters who lived on the “Pin Hook
Road” often hi-jacked his wagons. With other settlers Ormond
organized vigilante posses which brought the thieves to justice.
Trials were held by “lynch law” and the culprits were hanged. 19
18. “Reminiscences of the Life of James Ormond of Atlanta, Georgia.”
19. Ibid.
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In 1856 Ormond visited Atlanta and was so impressed with
the fine climate that he and McNaught decided to invest some of
their money there. Realizing that some day they might be without slaves if war arose over the slavery question, the two partners thought the cool climate would be preferable for white men
to work in. Ormond and McNaught built homes in Atlanta and
did well in the hardware and jobbing business. These were
affluent years for the Ormonds who now owned a thriving business; fifty Negro slaves; a seventeen room, well-furnished mansion
which had cost nearly $10,000; and a small farm with an orchard. James Ormond took two of his children, Joseph Russell
and Helen, for a visit to London and then left them with an aunt
in Scotland to attend good schools near Edinburgh. He did not
see them again until after the Civil War. 20
During the first part of the Civil War the firm of Ormond
and McNaught prospered. Ormond wrote that “you could not
buy anything that you could not sell at a profit the next day.”
He visited the country towns “buying up the stocks of the country merchants who were going off to the front.” The firm hastened to pay up all their northern debts and then began manufacturing buckles for soldiers’ belts. Later they bought an iron furnace
and made shot and shell. As the war progressed prosperity disappeared and business with it. When Atlanta was threatened by
the federals, Ormond, who was beyond conscript age, volunteered
for the defense of Atlanta and joined a company for that purpose in which he was elected second lieutenant. Ormond wrote:
“Our captain was a nobody and the first lieutenant never joined,
and so I was virtually Captain!” As soon as the volunteers were
mustered in they were “at once clapped on board some railroad
box cars that had just been emptied of a lot of horses.” When
the volunteers rebelled at being forced to ride in them, they were
partly cleaned out and the “company packed off to Andersonville
to guard the Federal prisoners there.” 21
At notorious Andersonville James Ormond learned of the
hopeless, tragic existence of the prisoners and the sometimes fearful outlook of the outnumbered men who guarded them. Ormond
himself lived in comparative luxury for a time as he had money,
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two servants to wait on him, a good tent, and did not have to
depend on government rations. He was moved by the suffering
of the prisoners and his interest in them probably brought him to
the attention of General Winder who summoned him to headquarters and appointed him to act as “adjutant to the prison.”
Among Ormond’s duties was the responsibility of getting supplies
from the bakery and cookhouse for the thousands of prisoners.
He wrote that the “cookhouse consisted of an immense range of
sugar boilers holding I suppose from 150 to 200 gallons or more,
under which were huge furnaces. Into them every day went the
ration of cow peas to be boiled with several sides or flitches of
bacon by way of seasoning. The bakery was a series of huge
brick ovens in which the daily ration of meal in large, flat loaves
of uniform size and weight were baked. Besides these rations
there was issued daily, as long as we could get it, a ration of raw,
fresh beef. Every afternoon about three or four o’clock my wagons
drove up and were loaded and driven into the prison. There the
men were arranged in hundreds and each hundred in charge of a
sergeant of their own selection and to each sergeant was delivered
the rations for his hundred men. The cooked peas and beans were
carried in empty pork barrels with one head out, set up in the
wagon on the other head and so ladled out to each squad as we
came to it.” 22
Continuing with his account of the Civil War, Ormond wrote:
“Shortly after Sherman occupied Atlanta he proclaimed a truce
of ten days and at the same time ordered the inhabitants to leave
after that time expired.” Ormond obtained a furlough from Andersonville and went to General William Hardee for assistance
in getting through the lines to Atlanta. Hardee, who was in
Hood’s command at the Battle of Atlanta, had married Elizabeth
Dummett, sister of Ormond’s friend, Douglas Dummett. General Hardee “wrote over to Hood” who sent Ormond a pass. At
the outposts of both armies, which Ormond said were at Eastern
Point on the Main and Western R. R., he was met by Sherman’s
chief of staff and changing his uniform for a blue blouse was
taken to Atlanta. He was told that he was at liberty to go where
he pleased, “only on honor I was not to reveal anything I saw on

22. Ibid.
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my return to our side that would be of advantage to us or prejudicial to them.” 23
Ormond discovered that his home was occupied by a federal
officer, a Colonel Mindell, who had treated his family with courtesy. It was decided to send Mrs. Ormond and the children with
Mr. McNaught and his family to Canada where McNaught had
relatives. Before she left Atlanta Mrs. Ormond sewed a thousand dollars in gold in her clothing.
James Ormond returned to Andersonville and towards the
end of the Civil War was commanded to take the federal prisoners, “about 3200 to Jacksonville, Florida, and deliver them to
the Federal authorities there.” No provision had been made to
supply the prisoners with food on the journey and Ormond had
to face this problem alone. He admitted that he felt as if he had
“a wolf by the ears and was anxious to let go.” In desperation he
“got hold of some blank books belonging to someone who had a
store at Live Oak, organized several Yankee Parole Bureaus and
had them write up the paroles.” Word was sent to the federals
at Jacksonville that the prisoners were being sent to them and
they replied that they would not receive them as they knew nothing of the surrender. However, Ormond decided he must get rid
of the prisoners and they were “taken by train as far as Baldwin”
and then turned loose to find their way to Jacksonville as best
they could. Several days later the federals sent word that if some
of the Confederate officers would meet them at the “White House”
ten miles west of Jacksonville, they would receive receipts for the
prisoners. The Confederates agreed and according to Ormond
the meeting with the Federals ended up a “jolly and merry party.”
“The Yanks brought with them a supply of hardtack, cheese,
beer, lemon syrup and whiskey and the whole party on both sides,
24
got . . . , well, pretty mellow.”
Soon after this, Ormond surrendered and received his parole
in Tallahassee. He applied to the federals for transportation to
the North and there joined his family. From Canada the Ormonds set sail for England and remained there for several years.
Some time after 1867 they returned to Atlanta.
In 1876 when he was in his seventies, James Ormond returned to Florida, drawn there by his memories of long-ago, happy
23. Ibid.
24. Ibid.
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plantation days at Damietta. He was accompanied by his son,
and they made the long uncomfortable journey to the raw new
settlement of New Britain on the Halifax River, about ten miles
south of the lost and forgotten Damietta plantation. This new
settlement of palmetto-thatched cabins thinly dotted along the
Halifax River had been founded in 1874 by employees of the
Corbin Lock Company of New Britain, Connecticut. 25 At “Trappers Lodge,” one of the new cabins built in the woods on the
peninsula side of New Britain, the Ormonds met John Anderson,
a young man who was to become one of the greatest promoters of
the settlement. 26 Anderson was deeply interested in James Ormond’s story of Damietta and was enthusiastic about helping him
find his father’s lost grave and the plantation. With several other
settlers, John Anderson and the Ormonds sailed up the Halifax
River in the Tom Cat, the settlement’s one and only sailboat at
that time, and camped overnight on the site of the ruined Dummett sugar mill. The next day the party made their way through
thick woods and James Ormond discovered the raised mound on
which stood the grave of his father. Ormond found other remains
of the plantation such as the house chimney, and the foundation
line of the building. Beneath the piles of dead leaves his trembling hands found bits of broken blue china that he remembered
seeing on his mother’s table, and he recognized the line of oaks
under which had marked the slave quarters. It was a memorable
occasion for all who witnessed the return of James Ormond to
Damietta.
James Ormond and John Anderson became life-long friends.
In the winter season Ormond stayed in the little colony, and in
1880 at a meeting of the settlers to incorporate the town, the
name, at John Anderson’s suggestion, was changed to Ormond
in honor of James Ormond’s family. 27
In 1888 a seventy room hotel rose among the tall pines of
the Ormond peninsula and was the result of the ambitious dreams
of John Anderson and his friend Joseph Price. At the opening

25. T. E. Fitzgerald, Volusia County Past and Present (Daytona Beach,
1937), 117.
26. Undated newspaper clipping by Charles H. Walton in Titusville, Fla.,
East Coast Advocate, in the possession of Mrs. Edith Stanton, Ormond Beach, Florida.
27. Fitzgerald, 122.

Published by STARS, 1962

19

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 41 [1962], No. 3, Art. 1
222

F LORIDA H ISTORICAL Q UARTERLY

of the hotel James Ormond was one of the speakers and he must
have been proud that the new hostelry was also given his family
name of Ormond.
The last years of James Ormond’s life were spent wintering
at the thriving little town which bore his name. He could look
out over the Halifax River on which he had once seen the slavemanned boats taking the plantation products to Mosquito Inlet.
In Ormond he had made new friends and not far away were the
friendly ghosts from his past. To the north were the hidden ruins
of Damietta, the Dummett sugar mill, and the once magnificent
Bulow plantation, all destroyed by the Seminoles in that long ago
war in which he had fought as a young man. Several miles southward were the ruins of the Dunlawton sugar mill where he had
been one of the undisciplined rabble of militia which had fled
from the Seminoles under the command of Coacoochee. And
farther south, on Merritt’s Island, was old Doug Dummett’s orange
grove. Perhaps old Doug’s ghost returned sometimes to hunt
over his lands with a pack of ghostly hounds. James Ormond had
travelled far in his long years as a merchant and soldier, but he
was home at last.
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AN EVALUATION OF THE FREEDMEN’S
BUREAU IN FLORIDA
by JOE M. R ICHARDSON
subject, the Freedmen’s Bureau is
difficult to evaluate. Nearly any generalization applied to
that federal agency requires qualification. It possessed some undesirable features, but it had many redeeming traits and much
of its work is deserving of commendation. Furthermore, the
organization of the Bureau was flexible enough to enable it to
adapt to and meet local needs. Therefore, its value in any locale
depended to a large extent on the character and competency of
the Assistant Commissioner and local agents. The Bureau officials
in Florida were, in general, a creditable group and their accomplishments are worthy of praise. A New York Times correspondent wrote in June, 1866, that both whites and Negroes spoke
highly of Florida Assistant Commissioner Thomas W. Osborn.
Not only was he an “upright and efficient officer,” they said, but
as a general thing his subordinates were “men of honor and respectability.” 1
The Steedman-Fullerton investigation of early
1866, which was obviously intended to discredit the Bureau, gave
Florida a favorable report. 2 Even conservative newspapers frequently expressed approval of the Bureau. The editor of the conservative Tallahassee Floridian wrote in May, 1866, “we doubt
whether the duties of the Bureau could have been administered
by anyone more acceptably, alike to the blacks and whites, than
they have been by Col. Osborn. . . . Few could have done better
- many might have done worse.” 3
One of the earliest and most laudable of the Bureau activities
was feeding the destitute freedmen and refugees. From June,
IKE ANY CONTROVERSIAL

1. Florida had five assistant commissioners, but one of them, Rufus
Saxon, never served in the state. The other four, Thomas W. Osborn,
John G. Foster, John T. Sprague, and George W. Gile, were all respected by Florida whites. New York Times, June 25, 1866.
2. On April 11, 1866, at a time when Congress was attempting to
strengthen the Bureau, President Johnson sent two carefully selected
men, Generals J. B. Steedman and J. S. Fullerton, to investigate
Bureau activities. The investigators found abuses and some corruption, but Florida received a favorable report. George R. Bentley,
A History of the Freedman's Bureau (Philadelphia, 1 9 5 5 ) , 125-30.
3. Tallahassee Semi-Weekly Floridian, May 25, 1866.
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1865, to December, 1868, over 760,000 rations were issued in
Florida at a cost of $102,699.45; this in a state which, in 1867,
had a Negro population of only 72,666. This was a substantial
amount of food. For example, in June, 1868, the agent for Leon
and Wakulla counties issued 146,362 pounds of pork and
159,983 pounds of meal. 4 Undoubtedly the distribution of food
prevented starvation and extreme deprivation not only among the
Negroes but among some whites. As late as 1867 it was reported
that 500 whites were dependent on the Bureau at least six
months out of the year. 5
Contrary to popular opinion the Bureau in Florida did not
support the Negro in idleness. Of course, some of the freedmen
as well as whites sought to take advantage of government provisions to avoid work. Assistant Commissioner Osborn reported in
November, 1865, that in some towns the drawing of rations was
becoming schemingly professional. This was remedied by an
order to Florida agents to inform the freedmen that rations would
not be distributed after December, 1865, even though such action
would necessarily cause some suffering. 6 By 1867, the issue of
provisions was limited almost wholly to the poor in hospitals
and asylums. 7 However, 1868 witnessed an inferior cotton crop
and many supplies were issued to prevent starvation. There is
little evidence that the Bureau agents profited personally from the
rations.
Another phase of the Bureau’s relief activities was the operation of hospitals. The Florida medical department was never
large but it did render important service. In 1865 the peststricken Negroes were assisted by the establishment of pest houses
in towns and villages, and by a systematic campaign of vaccination the Bureau helped control a small-pox scourge that was
4. Junius E. Dovell, Florida: Historic, Dramatic, Contemporary, 4 Vols.
(New York, 1952), II, 544.; William Watson Davis, Civil War and
Reconstruction in Florida (New York, 1913), 451; House Executive
Documents, 39th Cong., 1st Sess., No. 70, 276, 2nd Sess., No. 1,
640; Monthly Reports of Assistant Commissioner, July, 1866-December, 1868; Records of Tallahassee, 1866-1868, in Records of Bureau
Refugees, Freedmen and Abandoned Lands, Florida, National Archives. Cited hereafter as Bureau Records, Florida, National
Archives.
5. Dovell, II, 544.
6. Asst. Comm. T. W. Osborn to Comm. O. O. Howard, November 30,
1865, Bureau Records, Florida, National Archives.
7. House Executive Documents, 40th Cong., 2nd Sess., No. 1, 677.
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raging through the state. 8 The medical department could have
been more useful if the Negroes had not been hesitant to avail
themselves of its services. The year ending in June, 1868, saw
the largest number of freedmen treated by Bureau doctors1,268. In 1869 only 653 Negroes, mostly old people, utilized
the medical facilities. 9 It would be unfair to say that the medical service of the Bureau was insignificant, but it was definitely
limited.
One of the most important and complex duties of the Bureau
was the supervision of labor. Florida Negroes often thought that
freedom consisted of having their wants supplied without the
necessity of toil, and they tended to roam about the state seeking
10
what they thought to be liberty. It was reported that on the other
hand, the whites had little conception of the Negro as anything
other than a slave, and that a lingering and gnawing desire for
unrequited or poorly paid Negro labor was widespread. A ‘‘literary
gentleman” of Florida expressed his view of the ex-slaves as follows: ‘‘There is now nothing between me and the nigger but the
dollar-the almight dollar-and I shall make out of him the most
11
I can at the least expense.” Planters frequently believed that the
free Negro would not work; the ex-masters and ex-slaves obviously
had little faith in each other. 12
By 1866, however, a large majority of the freedmen were
back on the plantations, not only because the Negro was coming
to realize the necessity of working, but also because the Bureau’s
policy endeavored to inspire mutual confidence between the
Negroes and planters, and to encourage the freedmen to make contracts. 13 In order to insure that the ex-slaves would work, the
Bureau revived the vagrancy laws and at one time even threatened
to forcibly move some indolent Negroes from Jacksonville to the
8.

House Executive Documents, 39th Cong., 1st Sess., Rept. 11, 20;
Davis, 384.
House Executive Documents, 40th Cong., 3rd Sess., Rept. 1, pt. 1,
1024; 41st Cong., 2nd Sess., Rept. 142, 19-20.
10. Jacksonville Florida Union, September 9, 1865; House Reports, 30th
Cong., 1st Sess., Rept. 30, pt. 4, 146-147; John T. Shuften, A
Colored Man’s Exposition of the Acts and Doings of the Radical
Party South From 1865-1876 (Jacksonville, 1877), 7; Special orders
and circulars of Assistant Commissioner, September 13, 1865-December 30, 1868, Bureau Records, Florida, National Archives.
11. New York Times, August 1, 1865; New York Tribune, September 5,
1865.
12. Tallahassee Semi-Weekly Floridian, December 1, 1865.
13. House Reports, 45th Cong., 2nd Sess., Rept. 30, pt. 4, 6.
9.
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plantations. 14 Georgia and Florida agents probably took more
drastic measures than those in any other states to coerce the Negroes to labor. 15
The Bureau not only forced the Negro to work, but sometimes
permitted him to sign contracts that provided inadequate returns.
For example, a contract in Leon County approved by the Bureau
provided that the laborers would mortgage the entire crop as
security for payment of the rent of land and any advance provisions. They pledged themselves to dispose of no part of the crop
until four hundred pounds of lint cotton for each acre of land,
and four hundred pounds for every mule used, has been given to
the owners. In the event of a poor crop year such a contract could
easily have left the Negroes with nothing. Another contract signed
in Leon County provided that the workers would receive onefourth of the crop plus four pounds of pork and one peck of meal
a week. The employees agreed to work diligently, paying for all
lost time at the rate of forty cents a day which, together with all
advances made by the employers, would be taken from their share
of the crop. In addition the workers agreed to comply with all
orders and begin work not later than sunrise, taking no unnecessary time for meals. 1 6 Such contracts tend to give substance to the
Steedman-Fullerton report which declared that the contract system
in the South was slavery in a modified form, enforced by the
Freedmen’s Bureau. 17
The supervision of contracts, however, was of benefit to the
Negroes. Reverend L. M. Hobbs, State Superintendent of Freedmen’s Schools, testified that by 1866 the Bureau was becoming
more unpopular with Florida whites because its agents had been
obligated to restrain employers from perpetrating injustice on the
Negroes by “cheating them of their wages and withholding remuneration from them.” The planters had made a great number
of unjust contracts during the summer of 1865. For example,
several contracts were brought to the office of agent Hobbs, in
which a first-class laborer was to receive one hundred pounds of
meat and thirteen bushels of corn in return for seven and one-half
14. Special Order No. 15, Bureau Records, Florida, National Archives.
15. Bentley, 84.
16. Records of Deeds, Leon County, Office of the Clerk of the Circuit
Court, Leon County Court House, Tallahassee, Florida.
17. Tallahassee Semi-Weekly Floridian, August 27, 1866.
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months work. 18 Charles M. Hamilton, Commander of the Western District of Florida, forced the revision of some contracts in
1866 because he felt the existing ones were “outrageous.” 19 Between 1865 and 1868 the Bureau supervised thousands of contracts in Florida.
Not only did the Bureau supervise the making of contracts,
but it forced the planters to make a settlement in accordance with
the terms of the original agreement. An agent in Marianna once
requested and received soldiers to force the planters to make just
settlements with their employees. In order to insure an equitable
division of the crop, the Assistant Commissioner in 1867 ordered
that all labor contracts provide for a board of arbitration to settle
the disputes arising between the employer and employee. However,
the decision was generally made by the Bureau agent. 20
The Bureau agents were as vigorous in forcing the Negroes to
adhere to the terms of their contracts as they were in compelling
the planters to keep their part of the bargain. In fact, if the planter
broke a contract he was subject only to a civil suit, whereas the
Negro was faced with the strict vagrancy laws which existed for
the express purpose of controlling him as a laborer. One historian,
writing of the early policy of the Bureau, stated that “on the whole
its policies, both in the administration of relief and in the supervision of labor, had been those that planters and other businessmen desired.” 21
The federal agency established to safeguard the Negroes
actually extended a great deal of protection to the supposed oppressor at the expense of the ex-slaves; nevertheless, the supervision of contracts was valuable to the Negroes. Planters were
forced to adhere to their contracts and to pay higher wages than
they would have otherwise. Semi-peonage would probably have
been the black man’s destiny if the Freedmen’s Bureau or some
federal agency had not supervised his relations with the southern
whites. As it was, in the long view, the foundation was laid for a
free labor system.
One of the most controversial services of the Bureau involved
its efforts to insure justice for the freedmen. Shortly after its or18. House Reports, 39th Cong., 1st Sess., Rept. 30, pt. 4, 8.
19. House Reports, 42nd Cong., 2nd Sess., Rept. 22, pt. 13, 281.
20. Bentley, 149; J. A. Remley to Maj. A. N. Jackson, October 31, 1868,
Bureau Records, Florida, National Archives.
21. Ibid., 86.
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ganization, its agents began adjudicating disputes arising between
whites and Negroes in response to the miscarriage of justice in
state courts. Many white Floridians frankly advocated two standards of justice. After the hanging of a white citizen for murder,
and while the trial of another for shooting a Negro was pending,
military authorities received letters from some Floridians saying
that they would not “live in a country where a man must be hung
for resenting an insult with arms,” and where “a man must be tried
for his life for shooting a nigger.” 22
This concept of justice provoked interference in behalf of the
Negro by the Bureau. In November, 1865, Assistant Commissioner Osborn issued a directive ordering that Negroes be permitted to
testify, and that stripes and corporal punishment be abandoned
with persons above fifteen, except by authority of the courts. Since
civil authorities were not trusted, all cases of personal violence
were to be reported to the nearest military commander. 23
Perhaps the state could have rid itself of Bureau interference
with civil courts when the new constitution of 1866 was drawn
up if it had guaranteed civil rights for Negroes, but Florida enacted a series of laws popularly called “black codes” which frankly
discriminated between the races. 24 Such legislation made the intervention of the federal government all but inevitable. The
Bureau issued an order announcing that the discriminatory laws
would not be tolerated. 25
The state criminal courts began operation in April, 1866,
whereupon the Bureau transferred cases previously taken before
its courts to state tribunals. State courts, however, paid little heed
to Bureau warnings against the use of discriminatory punishment.
In June, 1866, judges in Alachua and Marion counties sentenced
a number of Negroes to receive lashes. 26 In the summer of 1866
a seventeen-year-old freedman was caught riding his employer’s
horse without permission. He was taken before the Bradford
County Court and fined two hundred dollars and costs. He was
unable to pay, so he was “sold at public outcry to Mr. Allen
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.

House Executive Documents, 39th Cong., 1st Sess., Rept. 70, 355.
Ibid., 87.
Asst. Comm. T. W. Osborn to Comm. O. O. Howard, December 30,
1865, Bureau Records, Florida, National Archives; Kathryn T. Hanna, Florida Land of Change (Chapel Hill, 1941), 302.
Tallahassee Semi-Weekly Floridian, February 6, 1866.
New York Times, July 4, 1866.
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Thomas of Bradford County who became responsible for the fine
and who now claims the services of Alfred Jefferson for three
years.” 27 Negroes were frequently assigned extremely high fines
for petty offenses, and upon inability to pay their services were
sold to white planters. Furthermore, the civil officials demanded
costs in advance from the indigent Negro who came to court,
which prevented him from being able to procure justice. Even
Governor David S. Walker wrote that in his opinion some of the
civil officials were charging more fees than allowed by the law. 28
While the freedman received harsh sentences for petty crimes
and in many instances could not get his case heard, white offenders were frequently not punished at all if their offense was against
a Negro. The County Criminal Court in Marianna in March,
1866, tried John Bate for assaulting a freedwoman, who still had
not recovered from her injuries at the time. Bate was found guilty
and fined five cents. 29 White men were frequently acquitted for
lack of evidence, even in murder charges, in the face of seemingly
irrefutable proof of their guilt. After several flagrant miscarriages
of justice, the Bureau renewed intervention on behalf of the
freedmen and continued to supervise state courts until a new
government was set up under the military reconstruction act. 30
Intervention usually consisted of agents observing trials in the
county courts and appealing what they felt to be unjust decisions
to the appellate courts. 31
It has been charged that in the process of securing justice for
the Negro, the Bureau sometimes treated the whites with something less than fairness. The “white man could expect nothing but
oppression, and the black man nothing but partiality,” ran a popular saying in Florida. 32 Without doubt the Bureau courts were
occasionally partial to the Negro, but a close examination of the
records for Florida indicates that a majority of the agents made
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.

F. E. Grossman to Lt. J. H. Lyman, October 19, 1866, Bureau Records, Florida, National Archives.
Gov. David S. Walker to Asst. Comm. Thomas W. Osborn, May 22,
1866, Bureau Records, Florida, National Archives.
Capt. C. M. Hamilton to Maj. S. L. McHenry, M a r c h 3 1 , 1 8 6 6 ,
Bureau Records, Florida, National Archives.
Gen. J. G. Foster to Gov. David S. Walker, June 12, 1866, Bureau
Records, Florida, National Archives.
Gen. Charles Mundee to Lt. J. E. Quentin, June 12, 1866, Bureau
Records, Florida, National Archives.
Rowland H. Rerick, Memoirs of Florida, 2 Vols. (Atlanta, 1902), I,
299.
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every attempt to be fair to native whites. Indeed, some of them
were openly prejudiced against the ex-slaves. For example, Assistant Commissioner John T. Sprague wrote in 1867 that
without stringent laws, and these enforced with promptness
and efficiency, the freedman will become a profligate barbarian. His gross physique, degraded intellect, grovelling pursuits, habitual slothfulness, and licentious habits, tend to
make him a terror in society, which can only be governed by
stringent laws faithfully administered. 33
The Bureau took action against lawless Negroes as well as delinquent whites.
The success of the Bureau in its attempt to secure justice for
the Negro was limited. It was of great value in seeking to obtain
equal rights for the freedmen in an area where two standards of
justice were commonly practiced. Though it was able to extend
protection to the ex-slaves only for the short time it was in existence, and left little permanent benefit, the attempt was not wholly
in vain. The federal agency had forced the termination of the use
of discriminatory punishments and the threat of federal intervention encouraged civil courts to be more fair. Most of the agents
were aware, however, even before the Bureau left the South that
they “had not gained for the Negro courtroom protection from the
violence of white people.” 34
One of the most idealistic of the Bureau services was the attempt to settle the freedmen on land of their own. There was great
desire on the part of Florida Negroes to acquire land and the
Homestead Act of June, 1866, made this possible. The Bureau
made every effort to aid the freedmen. Its agents assisted in finding the plots, and free transportation and “subsistence not exceeding one month” was provided for new settlers. 35 Quickly the freedmen began to take advantage of the Homestead Act. The land
office opened in Florida on August 25, 1866, and by October 1
of that year 32,000 acres of land had been entered. 36 By October,
33.
34.
35.
36.

Asst. Comm. J. T. Sprague to Comm. O. O. Howard, October 1,
1867, Bureau Records, Florida, National Archives.
Bentley, 168.
Comm. O. O. Howard to Asst. Comm. J. G. Foster, August 22, 1866,
Bureau Records, Florida, National Archives.
Asst. Comm. J. G. Foster to Comm. O. O. Howard, October 1, 1866,
Bureau Records, Florida, National Archives.
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1867, 2,012 homesteads covering 160,960 acres had been se37
Eventually over 3,000 Negroes entered
cured by freedmen.
homesteads in Florida, more than in any other state. 38
Despite several outstanding successes, many of the home3 9
steaders were destined to fail. The reasons are obvious. Much of
the land was located in swamp and overflow areas. One agent reported that not more than a half-dozen persons in his district had
40
Moreover, there were certain
procured land “fit to live upon.”
basic necessities for success on a homestead. A house, wagon,
fencing, implements, horse, and provisions were needed. This added up to more than most Negroes could save in years working at
the average wage of seven to twelve dollars a month. As one agent
reported, it was difficult for the freedmen to reduce more than
four or five acres to a tillable state “with no help but the axe and
hoe” from “the jungle of Hammock and palmetto.” Another agent
wrote that due to lack of tools and food many of the homesteaders
had been obliged to work elsewhere for subsistence, and could
work their own land only at intervals. 41 There was also white
opposition to homesteads for freedmen.
The Bureau attempted to help by providing seed and food to
those cultivating ten or more acres. In 1868 Florida issued almost
600,000 rations, but this was not sufficient for many of the homesteaders. 42 Some of the Negroes were able to retain their land
but for many the homestead program was unsuccessful. Though
over 3,000 homesteads had been entered by Negroes by 1868, the
census of 1870 lists only 1,063 freedmen holding land. 43 Apparently a majority of the homesteaders failed. This is not to say,
however, that the program was a complete failure, for even 1,063
landowners out of an adult male population of 21,064 represents
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.

John Hope Franklin, From Slavery to Freedom (New York, 1948),
308; Asst. Comm. J. T. Sprague to Comm. O. O. Howard, October 1,
1867, Bureau Records, Florida, National Archives.
Tallahassee Florida Sentinel, September 3, 1868; Bentley, 144.
Asst. Comm. J. T. Sprague to Comm. O. O. Howard, July 31, 1867,
Bureau Records, Florida, National Archives.
Ibid., February 17, 1868; Capt. A. B. Grumwell to Allan H. Jackson,
December 31, 1867, Bureau Records, Florida, National Archives.
D. M. Hammond to Lt. A. H. Jackson, February 19, 1868; Lt. W.
W. Armstrong to Lt. A. H. Jackson, June 30, 1868, Bureau Records,
National Archives.
House Executive Documents, 40th Cong., 3rd Sess., No. 1, 1042,
Monthly Reports of Assistant Commissioner, July, 1866-December,
1868, Bureau Records, Florida, National Archives.
Ninth Census, 1870, unpublished population schedules for Florida.
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a considerable progress from no Negro landowners in 1865. The
homestead program is probably one important reason why almost
half of the Negro farm operators in Florida were owners in
1900. 44
The least creditable of the Bureau activities is frequently
thought to be in the political sphere. Agents in Florida generally
favored Negro suffrage and, after the passage of the Reconstruction Act in 1867, supervised the registration of voters. 45 Freedmen were urged to register and agents actively participated in
the election, even making speeches on occasions. The Bureau
agents, however, looked askance at certain Northern Republicans,
whom they accused of stirring up racial hostility, and counseled
moderation upon the freedmen. The Negro was advised to stay in
the fields and to “never lose an hour from his labor to attend a
political meeting.” Marcellus L. Stearns, agent from Quincy, complained that his area, which had been quiet and orderly, was becoming the scene of disorder “under the teachings of certain low
and base men, who infest this part of the state.” The change was
effected by the visitation of radical Republicans such as Liberty
Billings, a white from New Hampshire, and William Saunders, a
Negro from Maryland, who taught distrust of the whites. Another
agent wrote that “it does seem to me that if such apostles of mischief are allowed to poison the dark superstitious minds of the
colored people then are we about to witness the failure of the
Congressional plan of reconstruction.” He could see no good coming from the reign of hate, the object of which was the elevation
of a few men to places of profit. 46 Even Assistant Commissioner
Sprague warned the freedmen not to permit themselves to be “influenced by designing men,” no doubt referring to the radical
faction of the Republican party. 47
The Constitutional Convention of 1868 was controlled by the
Republicans, who were divided into conservatives and radicals.
44. Twelfth Census of the United States: 1900 (Washington, 1901-2),
Agriculture, pt. 1, 6.
45. Asst. Comm. J. T. Sprague to W. J. Purman, May 3, 1867, Bureau
Records, Florida, National Archives.
46. Capt. A. B. Grumwell to Lt. A. H. Jackson, June 29, 1867; Asst.
Comm. J. T. Sprague to Comm. O. O. Howard, October 1, 1867,
February 29, 1868; D. M. Hammond to Lt. A. H. Jackson, January
27, 1868; M. L. Stearns to Lt. A. H. Jackson, November 1, 1867,
Bureau Records Florida, National Archives.
47. Tallahassee Semi-Weekly Floridian, May 24, 1867.
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One of the leaders of the conservatives was former Assistant Commissioner Osborn and another, W. J. Purman, was still an officer
of the Bureau. The conservatives and radicals were almost evenly
divided, with the Osborn faction composed of nine ex-union Army
veterans, eleven southern whites, and three Negroes. The radical
Republicans, led by Billings and Saunders, had fifteen colored
and five white delegates. 48
The radicals gamed control of the Convention, and after using
delaying tactics, the conservative Republicans seceded and organized their own convention at Monticello. On February 10 the
seceders stole back to Tallahassee and gained entrance to the
Capitol, but another stalemate ensued. Finally, on February 17,
General George G. Meade, Commander of the Third Military
District, recommended that officers of both factions resign and
that Assistant Commissioner Sprague preside until the Convention
was reorganized. With Sprague in the chair and with Bureau
support, the conservative Republicans, dubbed the “Johnson Party”
by their opponents, gained control of the Convention and drew up
a constitution that was retained by the state until 1885. 49
The next question was ratification of the constitution, which
the radicals believed to be too conservative. It recognized the
Negroes, as civil and political equals, but apportionment was such
that control of the legislature would be assured to whites. 50 The
radicals opposed the constitution, while the conservative Republicans and many native whites, along with the Freedmen’s Bureau,
supported it. It was accepted easily. The radicals accused Assistant
Commissioner Sprague of openly using his influence to aid the
Osborn faction, and one disappointed radical wrote Thaddeus
Stevens that it was obvious that a deal had been made between
the conservative Republicans and the rebels. 51 White Floridians
did not approve of the Bureau politicians but did consider them
the lesser of two evils, and they gave qualified praise to the constitution. 52 Conservative whites should have been thankful to the
48. Tallahassee Weekly Floridian, February 11, 1868.
49. Davis, 503.
50. Jack B. Scroggs, “Carpetbagger Constitutional Reform in the South
Atlantic States, 1867-1868,” Journal of Southern History, XXVII
(November, 1961), 489; Laws of Florida (1868), 219.
51. House Miscellaneous Documents, 40th Cong., 2nd Sess., Rept. 69, 1;
Daniel Richards to Thaddeus Stevens, May 25, 1868, Thaddeus
Stevens Papers, Library of Congress.
52. Tallahassee Weekly Floridian, February 25, 1868.
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Bureau agents, and actually much of the violent denunciation of
the Bureau came later at a time when it was not even in existence.
Many of these complaints were obviously and flagrantly partisan.
Contrary to common accusations, the Bureau politicians did
not purposely stimulate racial dissension. With few exceptions
Bureau agents opposed the use of the race issue and certainly were
much more moderate than the Republican faction they defeated.
In general the Bureau contributed to racial hostility only to the
extent that it made the Negroes less dependent on the whites.
It is customary to denounce Bureau agents for using their
positions as federal employees for political purposes and to accuse
them of entering politics for personal and party self-interest. They
did use their official positions but they were not the first nor the
last to do so. Most politicians are interested in protecting and
furthering their party, and there is little evidence that the agents
were any more selfish than the average politician. Some of them
probably did not act purely on the basis of self-interest; they were
generally sympathetic with the freedmen. They had witnessed
outrages and murders, miscarriages of local justice, opposition to
Negro education, and denial of adequate compensation for free
labor. Such a record could easily have encouraged them to oppose
the President’s policy of leaving the problem of the ex-slaves to
the white Southerners. 53 It is natural to look to politics for solution to such problems and it is not entirely fair to condemn them
for seeking the Negro vote. It was politically wise, and undoubtedly most of them were sincere, and perhaps correct, in believing
that Republican rule would be more advantageous to the Negro.
The white Southerner also sought to gain Negro support. Indeed,
it would have been strange had not all parties endeavored to gain
adherents among the new voters. Whatever their motives, exBureau officers held a large share of high state offices in the years
after 1868. Former agents at one time or another held the positions of Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Adjutant General,
Speaker of the Florida Assembly, United States Senator, United
States Representative, in addition to lesser state and county offices.
Perhaps the most important contribution of the Freedmen’s
Bureau in Florida was in Negro education. When the Bureau was
53. John and LaWanda Cox, “General O. O. Howard and the Misrepresented Bureau,” Journal of Southern History, XIX (November,
1953), 450.
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first organized no appropriations were made for education, but
valuable aid was rendered through other methods. The Bureau
immediately began to co-ordinate the activities of the many benevolent organizations that were teaching freedmen. 54 School buildings, free transportation, and cheap provisions for teachers were
contributed. Even after the state government was reorganized in
1866 the support of Negro education for all practical purposes,
still rested with the Bureau and northern contributions. Indeed,
the Bureau even paid the salary of the State Superintendent of
Education, besides appointing him Superintendent of Bureau
Schools in order to insure co-operation between the state and
federal governments. 55
At first white Floridians were very suspicious of Negro schools
and refused to co-operate. In 1866 the Florida Superintendent
of Education reported that “in no case have the people shown a
willingness to render us any assistance. . . .” The whites, he said,
held a deadly hatred toward the training and elevation of the
Negro. “Every respectable family shirks from the idea of boarding
our teachers, as from a pestilence.” He continued, “Not one in a
thousand has the moral courage to brook the odium which would
be vested upon them by their neighbors in such a case.” Whites
were sometimes able to keep out teachers altogether by refusing
to board them and closing all buildings to schools. Some teachers
of Negro schools were driven away by violence or threats of violence. 56 The Bureau made a valuable contribution in protecting
the teachers and in convincing the whites that Negro education
was efficacious to them as well as to the freedmen. By 1867 it
was reported that “a decided change has been noted” in the feeling of the whites toward Negro training. The intense hostility
was declining. 57
54. Oliver Otis Howard, Autobiography, 2 Vols. (New York, 1908), II,
269; Walter L. Fleming, Documentary History of Reconstruction, 2
Vols. (Cleveland, 1906), I, 331.
55. Senate Executive Documents, 39th Cong., 2nd Sess., Rept. 6, 46;
Gen. J. G. Foster to Asst. Comm. O. O. Howard, November 21,
1866, U. S. Army Commands, Florida, National Archives.
56. The National Freedman, II (January 15, 1866), 3; H. H. Moore to
Asst. Comm. T. W. Osborn, February 25, 1866; A. A. Mahony to
T. W. Osborn, February 23, 1866; C. M. Hamilton to S. L. McHenry, April 30, 1866; A. B. Grumwell to A. H. Jackson, September
14, 1868, Bureau Records, Florida, National Archives.
57. J. H. Durkee to A. H. Jackson, January 1, 1867, Bureau Records,
Florida, National Archives.

Published by STARS, 1962

33

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 41 [1962], No. 3, Art. 1

236

F LORIDA H ISTORICAL Q UARTERLY

One reason for the decline in hostility was that planters were
beginning to recognize that their employees were more content if
schools were available. The planters began to seek aid in having
their laborers taught to read and write and the Bureau readily
co-operated. Assistant Commissioner Sprague wrote that, instead
of erecting expensive school buildings in towns, it was his intention “to dot the state . . . . with cheap log cabins in the vicinity
of large plantations to permit parents to send their children to
near-by schools with little expense.” It was thought that such a
plan would enable Florida to be “among the first of the Southern
states to establish and sustain a public school system.” 58
When the Bureau was extended in July, 1866, formal appropriations were made for support of Negro schools, which enabled the Bureau to render more assistance, but it still could not
pay teachers’ salaries. The instructors were paid primarily by
northern contributions. 59 Therefore, when the benevolent organizations were forced to curtail their expenditures in 1868, the
Bureau had to devise a method to fill the gap. It circumvented
the obstacles to teachers’ salaries by giving buildings for schools
and then paying rent for the buildings, which was used for salaries. 60 In 1869 the Bureau paid rent sufficient to support forty
instructors, in addition to constructing buildings at a cost of $52,600 in 1868-1869. 61 In 1869, even after the State had established a public school system, the Bureau in Florida provided
three times more money for education than the State did for both
Negro and white children. 62 It constructed many buildings in
1869-1870, supplied books, and still paid teachers. The growth
of Florida schools in 1869 was said to have exceeded that of any
other state. 63
The quality of the teaching was frequently poor in the Bureau
schools, with some of the instructors being barely literate. 64 Still
58. Asst. Comm. J. T. Sprague to Comm. O. O. Howard, September 9,
1867, Bureau Records, Florida, National Archives.
59. Howard, II, 331.
60. Bentley, 173.
61. Florida Senate Journal, 1872, Appendix, 58; Florida Senate Journal,
1870, Appendix, 65.
62. Thomas Everett Cochran, History of Public-School Education in
Florida (Tallahassee, 1921), 55.
63. J. W. Alvord, Ninth Semi-Annual Report on Schools for Freedmen
(Washington, 1870), 31.
64. Henry L. Swint, The Northern Teacher in the South (Nashville,
1941), 7.
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the schools were good enough that several white students attended, and during the state convention of Florida teachers in May,
1867, the complaint was published that Negroes had an excellent
system of instruction while white schools were inadequate. 65 Furthermore, the Bureau in 1869 opened the Stanton Normal School
in Jacksonville to train teachers. In that year Stanton boasted
348 students taught by six instructors. 66 Despite the inadequacy
of some of the schools the freedmen did make progress. According to the census of 1870, 15.9% of Florida Negroes over ten
were literate. Furthermore, an age group widely reached by the
Bureau, six to ten, was not counted in the census, which leads to
the obvious conclusion that the federal agency’s educational work
was highly successful. 67
The Bureau could have made greater contributions to education of the freedmen had it not incurred the hostility of whites.
The South would have been hostile to alien control of Negro
schools under any circumstances, even had the teachers and agents
not allied themselves with the Republican party. Nevertheless, the
Freedmen’s Bureau founded the public school system in Florida,
and the introduction of a school system for Negroes in the South
in the years immediately following the Civil War was without
question one of the truly significant accomplishments of the Bureau in the period of Reconstruction. Florida, as well as all of
the states of the South and of the nation, gained from this accomplishment.
What the freedmen really needed after their emancipation
was something that no federal agency could secure for them, a
change in the attitude of the white South. The Bureau was able
to provide much needed relief, education, a free labor system,
and equal rights before the law for a short time. It created a
small independent land-owning class of freedmen and guided
them politically, but it could not induce the white South to accept
its former slaves as equals. The Bureau failed to solve the im-

65. The Freedmen’s Record, III (December, 1867), 190; A. B. Mangum
to H. H. Moore, November, n.d., 1865; Teachers Monthly School
Reports, 1866-1868, Bureau Records, Florida, National Archives;
Tallahassee Semi-Weekly Floridian, May 28, 1867.
66. Florida Senate Journal, 1870, 65 in appendix; Howard, II, 412.
67. Jabez L. M. Curry, Peabody Education Funds (Cambridge, Mass.,
1 8 9 8 ) , 1 2 0 ; Ninth Census of the United States: 1870 (Washington,
1872), I, 19, 405.
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portant problem of establishing good relations between whites and
Negroes, but, probably it did as well as any agency could have
done in like circumstances. It should not be criticized for failing
to accomplish the impossible.
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WRECKERS AND WRECKING ON THE
FLORIDA REEF, 1829-1832
Edited by E. A. H AMMOND
R.

B ENJAMIN B. S TROBEL , Charleston physician, left his
South Carolina home in September, 1829, to seek professional opportunity in Key West, Florida. What motivated his departure is never totally disclosed in his writings, nor does he indicate his reasons for choosing the comparative primitiveness of the
Florida Keys. He reveals only that he “was some time in doubt
as to what course I should steer, when, having heard that there
was something in my profession at Key West, I determined at
once to go there.”1 Nevertheless, upon arriving at the island town
of some five hundred inhabitants just staggering through a severe
epidemic of yellow fever, 2 he found immediate demand for his
many capacities and proceeded to serve for the ensuing three
years as the town’s chief physician, the surgeon to the recentlyestablished army post, editor of the Key West Gazette, 3 amateur
naturalist, 4 and civic and religious leader. So rich indeed was
1.

Charleston Courier, May 2, 1837. Dr. Strobel was born in Charleston, South Carolina, on December 5, 1803. In 1826 he was graduated from the Medical College of South Carolina as M.D. He died in
Charleston, following an extended illness, on March 24, 1849.
2. It is possible that Strobel was attracted to Key West by the epidemic
of yellow fever. He made a lengthy professional investigation of the
disease in an effort to prove its transmissibility. The results of this
were published in book form. See B. B. Strobel, An Essay on the
Subject of Yellow Fever, Charleston, 1840. His researches took him
to St. Augustine, Florida in the late autumn of 1839. It is more
probable, however, that the boom in Key West business during the
1 8 2 0 ’s , d u e i n g r e a t m e a s u r e t o t h e w r e c k i n g b u s i n e s s , w a s t h e
real lure.
3. The Key West Gazette went into weekly publication on April 20,
1831, following the distribution of a sample issue on March 28th.
Dr. Strobel was assisted in the early weeks of its publication by
Lackland M. Stone. U.S. Marshal for the District of South Florida.
After Stone withdrew from the newspaper, Strobel continued its
publication, with an occasional interruption, through Volume I, No.
52, which appeared on September 8, 1832.
4 . Throughout his Florida residence Dr. Strobel was a student and collector of the varieties of plant and animal life indigenous to South
Florida. He supplied many specimens to his close friend and onetime mentor, the Rev. Dr. John Bachman of Charleston. See J. J.
Audubon and J. Bachman, The Quadrupeds of North America, 3
Vols. (New York, 1849-1854). When Audubon made his ex-
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his Florida experience 5 that when he returned to Charleston in
September, 1832, he immediately set to work on a book narrating
his observations and impressions. 6
Although Strobel was interested in all facets of the Key West
scene, its history, its folklore, its flora, its fauna, its social and
economic life, nothing fascinated him quite so completely as did
the business of wrecking, probably at that time the most lucrative
enterprise in the area of the Florida Reef. He had heard much
of wrecking before he went to Florida and was prepared to think
the worst of the business and those engaged in it. It was for him,
therefore, a genuine adventure as he tarried a few days on Indian
Key before going on to Key West, to encounter several wrecker
crews and to be permitted to consort with them as his schooner
together with several of the wrecker ships made its way to Key
West. From that time until his departure from de Keys three
years later he was in constant contact with wreckers and occupied
such spare time as he could afford with notes and jottings for future use. It need scarcely be added here that he found among
them many who were noble and generous, others who were little
more than pirates. Much. of their business he recognized as legitimate and useful; more perhaps, he found nefarious and reprehensible.
Inevitably then, Strobel’s brief “Sketches of Florida,” some of
which have survived through the columns of Charleston newspapers, while devoted to a variety of subjects, are preponderantly
concerned with wrecks and wreckers. One need only peruse caspedition to the Keys in the spring of 1832, he found Strobel’s friendship and assistance of much value. See J. J. Audubon, Ornithological
Biography, 5 volumes (Edinburgh, 1831-49), II, passim
5. Through the editorial pages of his Gazette Strobel publicized worthy
civic enterprises in Key West. He was constantly concerned with the
public health of the town. He was a member of the committee
formed to build the first church in Key West. Finally, on January
2 , 1 8 3 2 , h e w a s e l e c t e d t o t h e T o w n C o u n c i l o f K e y W e s t . Key
West Gazette, January 4, 1832.
6. The book, though completed and submitted to a Charleston publisher,
was never brought out in book form. In the preface to a series of
three articles on the Florida Everglades, published in the Charleston
Courier, February, 1836, Strobel wrote: “Some three years since,
I published a few sketches of Florida in the Charleston Mercury and
the Evening Post. Since that time, I prepared a book on the subject,
which has been in the hands of a publisher, but has not been published.” For these three articles see E. A. Hammond (ed.), “Dr.
Strobel Reports on Southeast Florida, 1836,” Tequesta, XXI (1961),
p. 65-75.
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ually the columns of Strobel’s own Key West Gazette to note the
editor’s concern with what to him were the grossest injustices being perpetrated against shipowners and insurance underwriters.
He burned with indignation that the most despicable elements
of Key West’s populace, while operating well within the legal purview of the United States Superior Court of Key West, should
lend their services as arbitrators in salvage situations or vend thheir
sworn testimony to the highest bidder. Even more distasteful, as
he saw them, were those citizens “in high places” who silently
countenanced the questionable transactions, protesting that to
speak out against them was to discourage business.
It is not within the province of this short introduction to explain the varied nature of the wrecking business. That has been
7
adequately treated elsewhere. Nor should this writer attempt
to retrace the steps of Dr. Dorothy Dodd, 8 who only a few years
ago in very scholarly fashion explored the subject as it relates to
Florida history. Dr. Dodd has carefully documented the efforts
toward establishing legal controls. 9 Only a few pertinent facts
need be repeated here.
It is perhaps necessary to recall that after the formal transfer of Florida from Spain to the United States in 1821 some
years were required to set up an orderly administration of public
affairs. The more remote the locality from the territorial capital
in Tallahassee, the slower the process. Until such time as the Congress should address itself firmly and seriously to the establishment of regulations relating to wrecking and entrust them to responsible courts, the wreckers could know little restraint. In the
1820’s, as Dr. Dodd shows, the wreckers of the Florida Reef were
indeed “riding high.” 10 On May 23, 1828, Congress finally established a Superior Court at Key West, assigning to its jurisdiction
all cases in admiralty arising in the district. The same act provided for a system of licensing wrecker ships under the authority
of the presiding judge. Thus the first effective machinery for the
William Marvin, A Treatise on the Law of Wreck and Salvage (Boston, 1858); C. Nordhoff, “Wrecking on the Florida Keys,” Harper’s
Magazine, XVIII (1859), 584; Charles B. Vignoles, Observations
upon the Floridas (New York, 1823); Birse Shepard, Lore of the
Wreckers (Boston, 1961).
8. Dorothy Dodd, “The Wrecking Business on the Florida Reef, 18221860,” Florida Historical Quarterly, XXII (April, 1944), 171-199.
9. Ibid.
10. Ibid., p. 180.
7.
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control of wrecking was already in operation when Dr. Strobel
arrived in Key West. James Webb was the presiding judge
throughout Strobel’s sojourn there, remaining in that post until
1839. In no instance, it is to be emphasized, did Judge Webb
become the object of Strobel’s criticism. Often, as will be shown
later, he lauded Webb’s opinions, and frequently in the Gazette
printed them in extenso. But the inference is clear that much
evil continued to prevail in spite of the honest and best efforts of
the judge. And since there was a provision allowing for expeditously-assembled boards of arbitration during the judge’s frequent
absences in West Florida, many salvage cases could still be decided with only the slightest regard for justice or equity. It was
against these perpetrators of fraud that Dr. Strobel directed his
chief attack.
The Strobel accounts of wrecking along the Florida Reef,
printed below, are presented as a significant documentation of the
business as it existed between 1829 and 1832 prepared by a wellinformed observer. It appears that his sketches were produced
from notes made throughout the period. So far as this writer can
ascertain they are unique in that they are the commentary of an
educated and intelligent man, intimately acquainted with the phenomena which he described, and yet in no way connected with
the actual administration of public regulation. Judge William
Marvin, on the other hand, in writing authoritatively on the subject, wrote as a judge who had succeeded Judge Webb as the presiding officer of the Key West Court. 11 The Strobel accounts, however, do not appear to be the definitive treatment he had promised to his readers in the Charleston Mercury of July 4, 1833,
when he wrote:
I propose at some future day to publish a complete account of wrecks and wrecking. In doing so I feel that I shall
be performing a solemn duty. -1 have seen the management
of many wrecks, and know how things have been conducted.
Although a “mere looker on in Venice,” at least so far as
wrecking was concerned, I have not neglected the opportunity
of collecting such information as I thought likely to prove
beneficial to society. Where the wrecking business is fairly
conducted, those who pursue it, so far from being censured,
are entitled to great credit. There is nothing in de business
discreditable. Vast amounts of property have been saved by
11. Marvin, op. cit.
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the Florida wreckers, and many lives which otherwise would
have been lost. It will therefore be my object to commend
where they are entitled to praise, and where they deserve it,
to censure.
The “sketches” from which the excerpts to follow were drawn
were printed in the Charleston Courier during the month of
May, 1837. Their appearance was in part an attempt to inform the people of South Carolina whose interest in Florida
had been quickened by the Seminole War. All-told, sixteen installments were published, some of them being repetitions of material which had been printed in the Charleston Mercury in 1833.
The first of these, appearing on May 2, 1837, was prefaced by
following note:
We have been furnished with a number of papers, containing various sketches of incidents and occurrences during
a residence in Florida, from the pen of the gentleman above
named [Dr. Strobel], from which we shall make extracts,
from time to time, as our limits permit.
Their coverage of topics was as wide as the interests of their author. The portions which follow, however, are limited to observations on wrecking. 12
I
Whilst lying at Indian Key we were joined by five wrecking
vessels, whose licenses having expired, it became necessary for
them to go down to Key West to renew them. We determined to
12. Strobel had made the journey from Charleston to Indian Key in a
small schooner, the Jane. Buffeted by a storm between Charleston
and Savannah, the craft lost its main mast and was forced to put in
at Savannah for repairs. Charleston Courier, May 2, 1837. The
journey from Savannah to Cape Florida Light, Strobel records, required six days. Ibid., May 4, 1837. This entire installment, the
Strobel commentary as well as “The Wrecker’s Song,” was given by
Strobel to Audubon on the departure of the latter from Key West
in May, 1832. Audubon proceeded to incorporate it into the third
volume of his Ornithological Biography, published in 1835. He gave
full and grateful credit to Strobel. It had already appeared, however,
probably quite unknown to Audubon in the Charleston Mercury of
June 22, 1833. See Audubon, op. cit., III, 160-3. It has been reprinted several times in recent years. See J. J. Audubon, Delineations
of American Scenery and Character, F. H. Herrick, comp. (New
York, 1926), 270-4; J. J. Audubon, “Three Floridian Episodes,”
Tequesta, V (1945), 59-62; Shepard, op. cit., 24-26. The present
version is that of the Charleston Courier, May 6, 1837. It is reprinted here only because it forms an integral part of the total Strobel
account, the balance of which has not been reproduced elsewhere.
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accompany them on the following morning. From all that I had
heard of wreckers, I expected to see a parcel of low, dirty, piratelooking crafts, officered and manned by a set of black-whiskered
fellows, who carried murder in their very looks. I was, however,
very agreeably surprised, 13 to find their vessels fine large schooners, regular clippers, kept in first-rate order, and that the Captains were jovial, good humored sons of Neptune, who manifested every disposition to be polite and hospitable, and to afford
every facility to persons passing up and down the Reef. The
crews were composed of hearty, well dressed honest looking men.
At the appointed hour, on the 13th day of September [1829],
we all set sail, that is, the schooner, Jane, and five wreckers. As
the Jane was not noted for fast sailing, I accepted an invitation
to go on board of a wrecker. The fleet got ‘‘under way” at 8
o’clock, A.M. The wind light, but fair, water smooth, and the
day fine. How shall I find words to express the pleasure and
gratification which I this day experienced. The sea was of a soft,
beautiful, pale green color, smooth as a sheet of glass, and as
transparent; its surface barely ruffled by our vessels as they
ploughed its bosom, or dimpled by the pelican in pursuit of his
prey, which rising for a considerable distance in the air, would
plunge suddenly down, with distended jaws, and secure his food.
The vessels of our little fleet, with every sail set which would
catch a breeze, the white foam curling around their prows, were
gliding silently along, like islands of flitting shadows, on an immovable sea of light. Several fathoms below the surface of the
water and under us, we saw great quantities of fish, large and
small, diving and sporting among the sea-grasses, sponges, seafeathers, and beds of coral with which the bottom was covered.
On our right we passed the Florida Keys, which as we made
them in the distance, looked like specks upon the surface of the
water, but as we neared them, rose as if by enchantment to view,
clad in the richest livery of spring, each variety of color rendered
more soft and delicate, by a clear blue sky, and a brilliant sun
overhead. All was like a fairy scene-my heart leapt up in delighted admiration, and I could not refrain from an exclamation,
in the language of Scott:
13.

The punctuation of Dr. Strobel, or possibly the Courier editor, though
often superfluous, has been generally preserved throughout.
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“Those seas behold,
Round thrice an hundred islands roll’d.”
The trade wind played around us with a balmy and refreshing sweetness, and to give life and animation to the scene, we
had a contest for the mastery between all the vessels of the fleet,
and a deep interest was incited in favor of this or that vessel, as
she shot a head or fell a stern. Who could be otherwise than
happy such an hour, so calm, so sweet, and transient! Who could
do otherwise than regret the necessity of relinquishing its enjoyment!
“The ocean lies before me, but the land
Still claims the captive, chained to her dark breast.”
About three o’clock, P.M., we arrived at Bahia Honda. The
wind being light and no prospect of reaching Key West that night,
it was agreed to make harbor here. We entered a beautiful basin,
and came to anchor about four o’clock. Boats were got out, and
several hunting parties formed. We landed, and were soon on
the scent, some in search of shells, others of birds, etc. A very
remarkable incident occurred in the course of this day’s hunt. An
Indian who had been picked up along the coast by a wrecker,
and who was usually employed as a hunter, was sent ashore in
search of venison. Previous to his leaving the vessel, a rifle was
loaded with a single ball and put into his hands. After an absence of several hours he returned with two deer, which he had
killed with a single shot. He watched until he got them both
within the range of his gun, when he fired and brought them
down. The deer found upon these keys are remarkably small,
being not more than half the size of the Virginia deer. I believe,
however, that they are of the same species, the difference in size
being probably owing to their food, and the great privations which
they undergo during the dry seasons. All hands having returned,
and the fruits of our excursion being collected, we had wherewithal to make an abundant supper. Most of the game was sent
on board of the largest wrecking vessel, where we proposed supping. Our vessels were all lying within hail of each other, and
as the moon rose, boats were seen passing from vessel to vessel,
and all were busily and happily exchanging courtesies and civilities. No one would have supposed, from the good feeling which
appeared to prevail, that these men were professional rivals.
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About 9 o’clock we started for supper; a number of persons had
already collected. As soon as we arrived on board of the vessel,
a German sailor, who performed remarkable well on the violin,
was summoned to the quarter deck, where all hands, with a “good
will and cheerily,” danced to the lively airs which he played, until supper was ready. The table was laid in the cabin, and was
literally loaded with venison, curlews, pigeons, and fish. Supper
being ended, toasting and singing followed. Among other curious
matters produced, I succeeded in preserving the following song,
which was chanted by the fiddler who accompanied his voice with
his instrument. The fiddler is the reputed author of the song. I
shall make no apology for the poetry; it is certainly quite characteristic.
T HE W RECKERS ' S S ONG
Come ye goot people von and all,
Come listen to my song,
A few remarks I have to make,
Which von’t be very long.
‘Tis of a vessel stout and goot
As ever yet was built of woot,
Along de reef where de breakers roar,
De Wreckers on de Florida shore.
Chorus - Along de reef, etc.
The Tavernier’s our rendezvous
At anchor dere we lie
And see de vessels in de Gulf
Carelessly passing by;
When night comes on we dance and sing,
Whilst de current some vessel is floating in;
When daylight comes a ship’s on shore,
Among de rocks where de breakers roar
Along de reef, etc.
When daylight dawns den we’re under veigh,
And every sail we set,
And if de wind it should prove light,
Why den our sails we’ll vet;
To gain her first, each eager strives,
To save de cargo and de people’s lives,
Amongst de rocks where de breakers roar,
De wreckers on de Florida shore.
Along de reef, etc.
When we get ’longside we find she’s pilged,
We know well what to do;
Save all de cargo dat we can,
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De sails and de rigging too;
Den down to Key West we soon will go,
Where quickly our salvage we shall know,
When every ting is fairly sold,
Our money down to us it is told.
Along de reef, etc.
Den von week’s cruise we’ll have on shore,
Pefore we do sail agen
And drink success to de sailor lads
Dat are ploughing of de main.
And when you’re passing by dis way
On de Florida-reef should you chance to stray,
Why we will velcome you on shore,
Amongst de rocks where de breakers roar.
Along de reef, etc.
The singer, who had a broad German accent, laid great emphasis on his words. Between each verse he played a symphony,
remarking - “I makes dat myself.” The chorus was trolled by
twenty or thirty hoarse voices, which in the stillness of the night,
and at a little distance, produced no unpleasant effect.
II
The principal revenue of this place [Key West] must be derived, for the present at least, from the Florida Reef. 14 There is
an Admiralty Court, established by the Government, before which
cases of wreck are generally tried. 15 I will remark that, as far as I
know, the Hon. Judge [James Webb] who presides over that Court
has always acted, in his official capacity, in a manner highly
honorable to himself, and with strict impartiality to those upon
whose interests he has to decide. The number of vessels wrecked
on this coast amount to about ten or twelve per annum, probably
averaging thirty thousand dollars each. A considerable portion of
this money is usually divided among the wreckers, who spend it
liberally. 16
I come now to speak of the inhabitants of Key West. I am unwilling to do them injustice. Many are generous and liberal, and
14. The first portion of this installment, as it appeared in the Charleston
Courier on May 13, 1837, was concerned with the climate of Key
West and the health of its inhabitants. That has been deleted.
15. This court was established by Act of Congress on May 23, 1828. See
4 U. S. Statutes at Large, 292, 293.
16. For the conventional division of salvage rewards see Dodd, op. cit.,
186-7.
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to the sick, the stranger, and unfortunate, kind and benevolent. It
cannot, however, be denied that there is a great want of moral
feeling in the community. Men have been promoted to public
office, after commission of breaches against common decency, too
shameful to be repeated. This, however, must be expected, where
men in power lack subservient tools to play their game. The same
thing is done every day in the great world, and should not excite
our wonder or surprise when occurring in an obscure place like
Key West, where it is not likely to reach the public eye or ear. 17
There are many high-minded and honorable men in the community. I mean only to say that they are so far outnumbered by
others of a different class, that their influence is scarcely felt. Can
we wonder that men so circumstanced, being without the strong
restraint that religion imposes, should yield at times to the powerful temptation by which they are surrounded. Should we be surprised when we hear of their appropriating unjustly property
which is not their own to bestow? Upon a few leading individuals
the blame must rest, for all the villainous transactions here effected. They are the men who play into the hands of the wreckers,
and abet them in defrauding owners and underwriters by what
1 8
It may be set down as a rule, whenever,
they term arbitration.
during the presence of the Judge, a case is submitted to arbitration,
19
foul play is intended. There are, however, occasions during the
Strobel’s language was somewhat modified by the Courier editor. In
the earlier version, printed in the Mercury on July 13, 1833, one
reads: “The same thing is done every day at Washington in the
sight of the whole people of the United States, and should not therefore excite our wonder. . . ’’.
18. An incident, narrated in the Mercury version (July 13, 1833) but
omitted in the Courier, bears inclusion here. Following the phrase,
“by what they call arbitration,” we read, “I have known the keeper
of a Light Ship [possibly that stationed at Carysfort Reef], and a
low fellow whom no man would have trusted with five dollars, and
who had been flying before civilization for 15 years, to sit as arbitrators upon a vessel and cargo worth upward of $60,000. It was a
dutyable cargo consisting of Sugar, Coffee, Segars, &c; and what
think you was the first award which they gave? Fifty-six and a
quarter per cent upon the gross value of vessel and cargo!!! When
a calculation was made of the amount of salvage, after paying duties,
wharfage, &c. it was discovered it would bring the underwriters in
debt about 7,000 dollars, after selling everything to pay. Even the
Wreckers thought this rather outrageous, and referred it back to the
arbitrators with new instructions: when they awarded fifty-six and
a quarter percent on the nett proceeds. It is evident in the first
instance, that the arbitrators had only mistaken their instructions and
decreed salvage on the gross, instead of the nett amount.”
19. This statement would appear to impugn the integrity of Judge Webb.

17.
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temporary absence of the Court, which render it necessary to settle
cases by this method. The British barque Glasgow was such a case.
It was important to settle the business early. Arbitrators were appointed, and no more salvage was given than would probably have
been decreed by the Court. Considering the transient character
of the population, there are fewer petty thefts committed at Key
West than any place I have ever lived in. I occupied, for a length
of time, the lower part of a house, and always slept with doors and
windows open, and in the course of three years, never had anything stolen from me that I know of except an old tower musket.
Nor do I recollect a single case of an individual being brought
before a Court and punished for stealing. There was one instance
in which the Captain of a wrecker went on board of a vessel, and
put on a new suit of clothes, and walked off with them. He was
prosecuted and put in jail, but before the trial came on he took
French leave. In another, a very singular, I had almost called it a
pious theft, was perpetrated. A fellow stole a Bible, which had
been very much damaged by salt water, and concealed it under a
plank on the head of the wharf. There is an old proverb that “when
rogues fall out, honest men are likely to get their dues.” But even
this poor consolation is not enjoyed by the honest man. Whenever
there has been no wreck for some time, the men who are most
active in taking advantage of such an opportunity, determined not
to let their abilities rust for want of use, go to work and exercise
their ingenuity, in cheating each other. They fall out and abuse
each other like a parcel of thieves. But as soon as a wreck appears,
the scene is changed: “they are high fellows, well met,” and may
be seen, walking about, arm in arm, deliberating in what way they
can best pluck the new comer. Like a pack of hounds, when shut
up in their kennel, they growl and grumble, and fight for a bone,
but turn them loose upon a noble stag, and they all open upon
him in full cry, and run him to the death.
The wreckers cannot, properly speaking, be considered as
forming any part of the population of Key West. 20 Common report has represented them all as a set of pirates; now, so far from
entertaining such an opinion, I have known men so employed, who
were honest and liberal; and I embrace, with pleasure, this op20. The U.S. Census schedule for Monroe County for 1830 does, however, include the names of several men who commanded wrecker
ships.
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portunity of laying before the public some instances of their
liberality, which are calculated to vindicate their characters.
The Brig Marcelly, Capt. Monroe, was wrecked and totally
lost, near Cape Florida; 21 the cargo, consisting of Cotton, was
saved and carried to Key West, by Capt. Barker of the schr. William Ross. A private venture belonging to Capt. Monroe was given
up without any claim for salvage being made. In the case of the
ship Dumfries, Capt. Harvey, lost near Tortugas, the cargo was
saved by Capt. Hoxie, of the schr. Pizarro. Nearly one half of the
cargo, which belonged to Capt. Harvey, was restored to him, free
of charge.
A very valuable lot of books saved from the brig Concord, by
Capt. Clift, belonging to a college in Alabama, 22 was not included
in the valuation of the cargo, and was forwarded free of expense
to the owners.
A tender was made by Capt. Clift of the sloop Spermacetti, to
yield up the salvage on a hundred barrels of Mackerel, belonging
to Capt. Blackler, of the ship Florence. The offer was declined, as
Capt. B. was determined to share the loss. 23 A considerable quantity of furniture and bedding, belonging to a Mrs. Colwell at New
Orleans, saved from the ship Florence, was restored without payment of salvage.
The Spanish brig Correrro was wrecked on the night of 2nd
April, 1829, on Carrysford Reef; she very soon became half full
of water. On the following morning her situation was so perilous
that it was deemed advisable to put off for the land, which was
about twelve miles distant. A raft was constructed, upon which
twenty-three persons were placed. Two boats, manned with
eighteen men attempted to row the raft ashore. The attempt was
vain, and they were compelled “to cut adrift.” The raft floated off
with the current of the gulf stream; the boats in their progress to
the shore were met by the wrecking schr. Native, Capt. Glover,
and sloop Splendid, Capt. Charles M. Johnson. The persons in the
21. Cape Florida was the southern tip of Key Biscayne.
22. The Concord, bound from New York to Mobile was wrecked in October, 1831. Only three colleges existed in Alabama at the time,
Spring Hill (in Mobile), Athens (in Athens), and the state university (Tuscaloosa). I discovered no clue as to which of these this
shipment was consigned.
23. The Florence bound from Boston to New Orleans, was wrecked on
November 22, 1831. Key West Gazette.
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boats were taken on board of the Native, and the Splendid proceeded immediately in search of the raft, which had by this time
drifted out of sight. It was found and the persons saved, after
being exposed for fourteen hours. In this case, the conduct of the
wreckers was highly meritorious. They having refused to go in
search of valuable cargo, until they had first saved the persons.
The following is extracted from the decree of Judge WEBB
in that case.
This is unquestionably a strong and meritorious claim for
salvage, one in which merit is much enhanced by the fact of
the wreckers declining to go in search of property, until they
performed the more benevolent act, of saving the lives of those
who were exposed on the raft, and who were floating out to
sea, beyond the reach of ordinary succour. Had the salvors
proceeded immediately to the wreck they might have saved
more property than the delay occasioned by the search for the
raft afterwards permitted, and consequently their compensation would have been greater. But to their credit, they showed
a disregard to their interest, while the lives of their fellow
beings were in danger.
III
Several months elapsed after my arrival at Key West, before
any wreck occurred. 24 Business was therefore dull, and money
scarce. The people began to grumble just as seriously as I have
heard them in agricultural countries complain of “no rain” and
“short crops.” “I don’t know,” said one, “what will become of the
place, if we don’t have a wreck before long.” “It’s a long time,”
said another, “since we have had anything to do, but this state of
things cannot last forever; by and by we shall have three or four
wrecks at once.” One day I was very busily employed indoors for
several hours, and took no cognizance of passing events. On going,
however, into the street, I at once discovered an unusual excitement in our little town; “the world appeared to be turned upside
down.” Several men on an observatory, were watching something
in the distance, with great anxiety and apparent delight. The
women and children, mounted on chairs, were looking in the same
direction from their windows. In the street, all was hustle and confusion. A number of persons were running to and fro, as though
“possessed of a devil.” I enquired of several what was the matter?
24. This installment from the Charleston Courier, May 18, 1837.
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and received no answer; they were all too busy to tell me. At
length one man came running along, almost breathless. I seized
him by the collar, and demanded of him for God’s sake what is
the matter? you all appear to be mad! Let me go, sir! Let me go! A
wreck! A wreck! The news went like wild-fire. All kind of business
was suspended. Pots, pans, and gridirons were left with their
contents at the mercy of the fire, while the scullions, catching the
prevailing mania, rushed, all covered with grease, into the street. 25
Horses, deserted by their drivers, were left to provide for themselves and their loads. Those who lived up town, ran down town;
whilst those who lived down town, ran up town; and the people
appeared to be as much elated, as if every man, woman, and child
among them expected to make a fortune out of the wreck.
“I could have laughed, but lacked the time.”
Hurried on by the impulse of public feeling, I mounted a
piazza in hopes of being able to catch a glimpse of the expected
prize. The whole scene reminded me forcibly of an anecdote related of Cornwall in England. “A minister of the gospel was
preaching to his congregation. In the midst of his discourse, a
man ran in and exclaimed, ‘a wreck!’ At the word the congregation rose en masse. The minister, determined not to be left behind in the chase, called the attention of his people. ‘My dear
brethren, one word before we part.’ The congregation paused.
The minister, in the meantime, had descended from the pulpit,
and pulled off his gown. ‘Let us all have a fair start’; and away
went minister and congregation together.” Some fifteen or twenty
minutes were passed in great suspense, when at length the long
looked-for “hove in sight.” It was a large British brig, heavy-laden,
and preceded by a wrecking sloop which led the way. Murmurs
of satisfaction rose around me, as the goodly dimensions of the
vessel became visible; and “there she is,” fell from many a tongue. The brig entered the harbor slowly and unwillingly, like
some noble victim led up to the altar to be sacrificed. She was
not, however, crowned with flowers or with garlands. She rather
resembled some poor fellow, whose clothes had been terribly torn
and rumpled in a scuffle. Her yards were all awry; her sails were
hanging loose and neglected. In short, everything about her
“wore an aspect of woe.” As she neared the town a number of
25. For a similar episode see Shepard, op. cit., 165.
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boats put off to enquire the news, and several persons boarded
her, to try and negotiate for the consignment of the wreck.
And now, those who expected to get any pickings, collected at
corners in small knots, where they were busily planning future
operations. Here and there, a couple were walking up and down,
whispering to each other in a most loving and affectionate manner,
who the day before were ready to cut each other’s throats. At
length, the vessel came to anchor opposite the town, and the boats
returned to the shore. Each party now went down to meet the
people from their respective boats, and to enquire the news. Mr.
RICHARDS, it appeared, was the lucky man, he having obtained
the consignment. The vessel was the British brig, Peter Willis,
with a cargo of logwood from the Bay of Honduras, bound to
England. She had been ashore on the Carysford Reef, and had
been gotten off and brought down by C---. 26 All parties now
dispersed and returned to their respective homes - some to felicitate themselves for their good fortune and others to curse their
bad luck or to abuse their more successful neighbor. For the remainder of the day everything remained calm and quiet. But, on
the following morning operations were renewed. Mr. RICHARDS
was now looked upon as “cock of the walk” - he was followed
around the town like some nabob, by his satellites and under
strappers, every one being anxious to afford his assistance and advice. Notwithstanding the Judge of the Admiralty Court was then
present, it was determined to submit the case to arbitration as a
more expeditious way of settling the business. L--- and
S - - were appointed arbitrators ------------ they gave
sixty-two and a half percent salvage on the nett proceeds of
the vessel and cargo. The surveyors, who inspected the vessel
and cargo, condemned her as unworthy of repairs, and she and
her cargo were ordered to be sold. The gross amount of sales was
about four thousand eight hundred dollars. After the business was
settled the share remaining to the underwriters was about three
hundred and forty dollars which was paid over to the Captain. In
what way this business was managed, I never could devise, unless
26. I do not know whether it was the decision of Dr. Strobel or the
editor of the Courier to conceal the true identity of the many persons involved in the business described in these accounts. I rather
suspect it was the latter. Some effort has been made to identify some
of these wreckers and arbitrators, but at best it remains largely guess
work, and for the purpose of the moment, hardly worth the trouble.
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the agent paid salvage on the gross amount of, and out of the
balance defrayed expenses, such as duty, storage, wharfage, &c.
The underwriters must have looked blank when the captain presented his accounts and three hundred and forty dollars as the
proceeds of a large brig and her cargo. What amount the captain
received on his own account, I never learned. There were, however, certain sails, and barrels of beef and bread which were not
included in the valuation of the vessel, not sold, which were passed
from the brig on board of the wrecker. There is no mistake about
this, for the articles not having been entered at the Custom House,
were found on board the wrecker, seized and condemned for a
violation of the revenue laws. Independent of these articles, two
pair of jackscrews, and an iron wrench were left at Indian Key.
Now, the British Captain must have been a very liberal fellow, if,
in addition to paying sixty-two and a half percent salvage, he gave
all his ships’ stores, jackscrews, iron wrench, &c. to the wreckers
for nothing.
IV
The British brig Bella was the next wreck. 27 She went ashore
on Carysford Reef, and was got off without much difficulty by a
wrecker who was called Uncle Hickory. At the time this vessel was
brought down to Key West I was boarding in the family of a Mr.
F---. The Captain of the brig came up to the house after tea,
on the evening of his arrival, and consigned his vessel to Mr.
F---. as agent of a house, and engaged to breakfast with him
on the following morning. About seven o’clock the next morning,
RICHARDS and LAHWTON, who had been laying in wait for
him, met the Captain as he came on shore, and took him up into
a cupola, where they had a long conversation together, which resulted in his going to breakfast with them. About nine o’clock that
day, it was reported that the brig had been consigned to RICHARDS, and so it turned out. The Captain of the Bella was so well
satisfied that his vessel had received no injury, that he refused to
haul onto the wharf or discharge his cargo. He was walking down
the wharf one day with a French Captain who had the misfortune
to be wrecked near him, and at the same time. He stopped suddenly, folding his arms, and as he surveyed the brig riding ma27. This installment from the Charleston Courier, May 19, 1837.

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol41/iss3/1

54

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 41, Issue 3

W RECKERS

AND

W RECKING

ON

F LORIDA R EEF

255

jestically in the stream, exclaimed - “Who, to look at that vessel,
would tell me that she had been on the Reef?” The French Captain, not comprehending the idiom of the language, looked intently on the brig for a minute or more, and then turning on the
Captain, promptly replied, “I shall tell you so, because I see her on
the Reef myself.” The case of the Bella was submitted for arbitration-of course, some of the chosen few were selected-Lahwton
one, the others I forget. Sixty-two and a half percent was awarded
as salvage upon the brig and her cargo, which consisted of cotton.
The Captain, in hopes to raise a sufficient sum in Havana, by
giving a bottomry bond on the vessel and cargo, requested the
arbitrators to frame their award so that he might be able, if he
chose, to pay in money, provided he could accomplish his object
by going to Havana. In order, therefore, to ascertain the value of
the vessel and cargo, two appraisers were appointed, who valued
the cotton at eight cents per pound. The salvage, of course, to be
sixty-two and a half percent on the whole cargo at that price. The
Captain of the Bella went to Havana but failed to negotiate a loan;
in consequence of which he was compelled to sell a part of the
cargo to pay the amount of salvage at the appraised value. The
sale was advertized to take place on a certain day. Mr. RICHARDS, the agent of the brig, and his friend, Mr. BLACKFOOT,
being as they supposed, the only two men on the Key who had
sufficient funds to make so large a purchase, determined to monopolize it at their own price. RICHARDS having heard that
Uncle Hickory, the Captain of the wrecker, wanted to make a
purchase, called on him and enquired how many bales he wanted.
“Why,” says Hickory, “about a hundred bales or so-enough to
load my sloop.” Richards and Blackfoot thought they now had the
game in their own hands-we will let Hickory buy his hundred
bales at a moderate price, and the balance we will be able to get
at our own price. The two friends got up in the morning of the
sale with their hands full of golden dreams, and anticipating the
most glorious results from their speculations, which they considered certain. The long expected bell is rung, the people assemble, and the auctioneer puts up the Cotton. “Gentlemen, I
offer you fifty bales, with the privilege of the whole, how much
do you offer? Does anybody say five cents? Five cents to beginfive, five, five and a half! Six cents! no better bid, it goes at sixonce, twice, six and a half in time, six and a half, once! twice,
three times and gone. Who is the purchaser? Capt. Hickory. How
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many bales do you take?” “Why, I believe,” says Uncle Hickory, I
may as well take the whole at that price.” It would be difficult to
describe the chagrin and mortification of the two friends at this
unexpected turn. Blackfoot, however, who was a prudent man,
not easily ruffled, nor excited by passion, said not a word about
the affair. Richards, on the contrary, who was not of so equable a
temper, and who expected to have pocketed his share of the
profits, went about the Key for several days grumbling, growling
and cursing like a surly dog from which some mischievous urchin
had snatched his expected bone.
Let us now, as a matter of curiosity, enter into a calculation,
to ascertain the actual amount of salvage paid on this cargo. It
will be recollected, that the Cotton was valued at eight cents per
pound. Let us suppose that there were eight hundred bales, each
weighing three hundred pounds, it will amount to two hundred and forty thousand pounds, at eight cents per pound, would
produce nineteen thousand dollars. Sixty-two and a half per cent
upon which would amount to about twelve thousand dollars salvage. But in as much as the Cotton was sold for one and a half
cents less than its appraised value, a larger proportion in weight
must be figured than sixty-two and a half percent, to pay the
twelve thousand dollars.
One hundred and eighty-four thousand six hundred and fifteen pounds, at six and a half cents was the quantity actually sold,
instead of one hundred and fifteen thousand pounds at eight
cents, making a difference of thirty-four thousand six hundred
and fifteen pounds, or two thousand seven hundred and sixty-nine
dollars and twenty cents, at the appraised evaluation, or two
thousand two hundred and forty-nine dollars eighty-seven and a
half cents, at the price for the cotton actually sold.
The actual amount of the salvage paid was therefore within a
very small fraction of seventy-seven percent. It is evident that the
cargo was appraised at more, or sold at less than its value. It is
probable that it sold for less. And whose fault was this-the
agent’s beyond a doubt. It was his business to have gone, or written
to Havana, and raised funds to prevent the cotton from being
sacrificed. Instead of which we find him in the market endeavoring to speculate upon the misfortunes of him whom it was his
duty to have protected. 28
28. The remainder of this installment deals with the state of medical
practice of the times in Key West and other remote communities.
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V
At the same time with the Bella, and in sight of her, the
French ship Isaac was wrecked and brought to Key West. 29 The
Captain was a prudent, cautious man, and acted with great deliberation. He informed me that when his vessel got ashore it was
nearly calm. He saw the land distinctly, it was in daylight, and yet
there was so little wind, that with all sail set, he could not counteract the current of the gulf, which swept on the Reef. When he
discovered that there was no alternative, he let go his anchors, “in
hopes of bringing up,” but it was all in vain; they would not hold,
and she went on the Reef in spite of every precaution. He declared,
however, solemnly, to use his own words, that “when his vessel
grounded, she went on so easy that she would not have broken an
egg under her bottom.” A wrecker ran down along side of her and
proffered his assistance, which was accepted. The ship was got off
without difficulty, and without taking out any of the cargo. She
was brought inside the Reef, and the wrecker insisted upon going
down to Key West, to determine the amount of salvage which he
should receive. To this the Captain objected strongly, and offered
to pay what he considered a fair compensation for the services
rendered. He was finally compelled to yield the point, being completely in the power of the wrecker. The Captain of the wrecker
went on board of the Isaac as pilot. She was running down inside
of the Reef with a fine breeze, and while going at the rate of
about eight knots, was run ashore upon some rocks. In consequence of this mishap, it was necessary to employ three or four
wrecking vessels, each of which took out a full cargo to lighten
her. * These vessels, of course, put in their claims for salvage, and
* The wreckers sometimes consort; by this phrase nothing more
is meant than that two or more vessels employed in different
parts of the Reef, enter into some kind of co-partnership for
a given time. The men on board these vessels, are not generally shipped on wages, but shares. When a sum of money
is received by a wrecker, for services, one half goes to the
vessel. The remaining half is divided into as many shares
as there are men on board; the Captain being rated at three,
the mate two, and each man one. Every thing made within
the space of time that a given number of vessels may be consorted, is divided into the above proportions among them all.
29. This installment from the Charleston Courier, May 20, 1837.
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were allowed it. The mate described to me, in glowing terms, the
condition of the vessel while ashore on the rocks. She was a
splendid new packet ship, laden with Cotton from New Orleans,
bound for Havre. “Judge, sir, if you can, of my feelings at seeing
that ship, the delightful pride of my heart, thumping and rolling
at the mercy of the wind and waves.” A wrecker lay on each side
of her, while all hands were busily engaged breaking out Cotton,
and discharging it into their vessels. Those men seemed more
voracious than the elements, and appeared to delight in the ruin
which they had made. In the midst of the bustle C--- came
on board. The mate being the only person who spoke the English
language, he represented that the wrecker, who had charge of the
ship, knew nothing about his business, that he had run the ship
ashore intentionally, and that he, C---, would give him (the
mate) two hundred dollars, if he would persuade the Captain to
let him take out the load. The French mate replied to this insulting offer in the following emphatic language, “I know you, sare;
you are von dam rascal; you wreck the French brig V---, and
if you do not quit the vessel immediately, I will blow out your
brains.” As the mate related this incident to me, the tears streamed down his weather-beaten cheeks, at the idea, as he said, “of
a man endeavoring to take advantage of his misfortune.” I could
not for a moment doubt the truth of his statement.
The French Captain expected to pay from fifteen hundred
to two thousand dollars salvage. The inspectors who had been
appointed, ordered the vessel to be discharged and hove out, in
order that they might ascertain what damage the ship had sustained. Under these circumstances, the mate met me one day,
and with great simplicity, asked me, “Monsieuur, can you tell
me if I can find some jack screws on this Islan?” I very naturally inquired what he wanted with jack screws. “Ah,” said he, “dey
have screw dat Cotton very tight in my hole at New Orleans, and
I am very much afraid I shall not be able to get it all back in
my hole.” “My dear sir,” I replied, “if you get half of your Cotton
back, you may think yourself well off.” And so it turned out; she
did not carry her lower hold full. Arbitrators were appointed who
gave the usual salvage of sixty-two and a half percent, on the
value of the vessel and cargo, and a quantity of Cotton, sufficient
to pay it, was sold. I have said the Captain was a prudent man;
before he would consign his vessel, he went over to Havana and
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consulted with a respectable mercantile house, by whom he was
requested to consign to Mr. RICHARDS. †
He also endeavored to raise as much money on a bottomry
bond as would pay salvage, by which he hoped to avoid selling
the cargo at a sacrifice, but did not succeed.
VI
I might go on and multiply cases in sufficient number to fill
a volume. 30 But I am not disposed to trespass unnecessarily upon
the time and occupation of the reader, with a detail of events
which may not prove interesting. I shall close my account of
wrecks with the following case, which may be supposed to embrace at one view, all the villany practiced in wrecking. At
all events, this case, taken in connection with what I have already
presented to the public, will suffice for my present purpose.
The brig H--- of Boston, sailed from Havana on the
5th day of October, 18-, bound for Antwerp, with a full cargo of sugar, coffee, segars, tobacco, and logwood. About 7 o’clock
on the morning of the 7th, she struck on the Florida Reef, knocked off her rudder, round house, and some part of her false keel,
and thumped over the Reef in fifteen fathoms of water where
she anchored. The captain, from some cause not known, poisoned
himself by drinking a phial of laudanum, and the command
devolved upon the mate. While the mate was busily employed
in repairing the vessel, and putting her in a condition to go to
some port, the following scene may be supposed to have taken
place. I say supposed, because no one could have been present,
and my conjecture is founded upon rumor. I shall make a distinction between what I saw, or can substantiate by proof, and what
I derived from others. I repeat then that the following scene may
be supposed to have occurred. The sloop Mary Bella, Capt.
C---, and schooner Pickle, Captain E---, are seen one
evening about sunset, slowly wending their way to Indian Key.
† It may seem strange that a respectable house in Havana
should lend their names to such a man as I have described
Richards; yet such was nevertheless the fact and is calculated
to show the extent of the influence and cooperation afforded
wreckers even out of the country.
30. Ibid., May 22, 1837.
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They enter the harbor, come to anchor, and furl their sails. As
soon as night set in, C--- lowers a boat and goes ashore. For
some time he paces up and down the wharf in deep meditation.
He was not, however, long left in the solitude of his reflections,
before he was joined by one B---. The two enter in a long
and earnest conversation, at the end of which C--- put off
in his boat and returned to his vessel. So far we are compelled
to conjecture; now we come to the facts. B----, who was
the captain of a small turtling sloop, boards the brig, and offers
his services as pilot, which were accepted. The body of the captain, having been taken ashore and burned, and the brig having
been repaired, she was got under way by B---, as a pilot
on the 9th of October. The sloop Mary Bella, and schooner
Pickle, in the meanwhile, instead of taking their usual cruise,
were hovering about in sight, and watching the movements of
the brig. About 1 o’clock the brig struck again on the Reef, and
very shortly afterwards the sloop and schooner came down and
offered their services which were refused. The master of the
brig now had an anchor taken out, and endeavored to haul her
off with a windless, but without success. At 6 o’clock in the
evening, the master finding it impossible to get the vessel afloat,
took the assistance of the wreckers. After each vessel had taken
out a load, the brig was hauled into deep water, which was about
12 o’clock at night. The brig, accompanied by the wrecking vessels, now proceeded to Key West, to determine salvage. Through
the persuasion of C---, the master was induced to consign
the brig to Mr. OBEDIAH COMMON, a gentleman from “down
east.” The Judge of the Court was absent, but daily and hourly
expected to return, but no time was to be lost. Advantage was
immediately taken of this circumstance, to submit the case to
arbitration. Lahwton, an old hand, was appointed on the one
part, and V--- made his first essay on the other. After hearing all the evidence, they awarded fifty-six and a quarter per cent
on the gross value of the vessel and cargo. But it being ascertained, on calculation, that after payment of duties, expenses, and
salvage, at that rate of percentage, not only would the vessel and
cargo be swallowed up, but the owners would be brought in debt
several thousand dollars. The case was referred back to the arbitrators, who, upon more mature deliberation, decreed fifty-six
and a quarter per cent, on the nett proceeds of the vessel and
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cargo. Now, it is evident, that the best way this business could
have been managed, was, in the first place, to have borrowed as
much money, on a bottomry bond, as would have paid for the
repairs and salvage. By this means, the vessel would have been
able to proceed on her voyage without the payment of duties on
her cargo. But even, could this not have been accomplished, the
next course should have been to have made a fair estimate of the
salvage, and to have paid it in kind, at a fair value, that is, give
a certain proportion of coffee, segars, &c. and to have sold as
much of the balance of the cargo as to have repaired the vessel,
and to have enabled her to complete the voyage with the remaining cargo. But no, neither of these plans would answer. Mr.
OBEDIAH COMMON was an auctioneer, as well as a commission
merchant, and it was somewhat of an object to get his commission upon the sale of the whole cargo. Should the brig be proved
worthy of repairs, there would be no pretext for selling the cargo
remaining after payment of salvage. Two or three individuals
were therefore appointed surveyors or inspectors; care being taken
to select those of the right sort. After inspection, these men pronounced the brig to be in such condition as to require repairs to
the value of six thousand three hundred and twenty-eight dollars.
Mark the specific sum, how nicely calculated - she, as well as her
cargo, were therefore ordered to be sold at auction, to the highest
bidder. I do not recollect the price for which the cargo sold, but
I do recollect that C--- bought the principal part of it. The
brig was sold for $2,500. By a subsequent survey, made at the
instance of the purchaser, it appeared that she had sustained no
injury except in her false keel, and the correctness of the second
survey was corroborated by the fact of her having sailed from Key
West, after very trifling repairs, not exceeding $500. * She was
loaded with cotton, upon which a freight of nearly one thousand
dollars was paid, and on her arrival in Boston was sold for
$7000, from whence she proceeded on a voyage to Europe with* “Any person not being the owner, who shall, on the high
seas, wilfully and corruptly cast away, burn, or otherwise
destroy any ship or other vessel unto which he belongeth,
being the property of any citizen or citizens of the United
States, or procured the same to be done, and being thereof
lawfully conviced, shall suffer death.”
Ingersoll’s Digest, p. 162; 3 Brown 611.
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out further repairs. The sequel of this case is instructing; let us
therefore examine it, as it is likely to throw some light upon what
might appear otherwise obscure. It having leaked out by some
means, and being reported that B--- had been bribed by
C --to run the brig ashore; the Agent of the underwriters,
instituted such inquiries as would enable him to commence a suit
a g a i n s t h i m . B - - - - , however, was not “to be caught napping,”
he was on the “que vive” [sic], and absconded; he was absent
several months-and no where to be found until all of the persons
whose testimony was likely to convict him, had left. One might
have supposed, that this vilain, on his return would have been
hooted out of society: but it was quite otherwise-he was looked
upon as a “devilish smart fellow;” and C---, by way of testifying his confidence in his skill and ability, appointed him to the
command of a schooner. He was taken into C---’s establishment, from whence he returned after a few months, and commenced business on his own account.
Now I might almost challenge the production of a case of
fraud equal in enormity to this, from its commencement to its
close. What! a pilot run a vessel ashore intentionally, and not
punished for it? Aye, even so; for had a suit been commenced
against him, such was the character of the witnesses, that they
would either have been bribed out of court, or subborned to prove
him innocent. I have heard it publicly stated that C--- and
B--- had quarreled in consequence of the former having refused to pay the latter $500, the sum agreed upon for running the
H--- ashore. And yet the person who stated that he was
present when the altercation took place afterwards pretended
(when called upon) that he knew nothing about it. Can any man
doubt after what has been stated, that the surveyors on the first
instance were perjured scoundrels, or that they were bribed to
estimate the damage at what they did, for the express purpose of
affording a pretext for selling the whole cargo-and what can I,
or shall I say of the Gentlemen Arbitrators, more than I have
already said. Fifty-six and a fourth percent salvage on a vessel
and cargo worth from 40 to $50,000 nett, for six hours labor for
twenty men and two vessels, whose united value did not exceed
$5000. Upon what possible principle could they have made up
their opinions? The principal argument which formed their
opinions was, that they were well paid for them, and they who
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paid them took good care to tutor them as to the amount of salvage which they expected to recover. Some estimate may be formed of the loss sustained by the owners and underwriters, as the
case may be, when the following facts are taken into consideration. First, the award of salvage; second, the payment of duties
on the whole cargo; third, the selling of the brig for $5000 less
than her value; and fourth and lastly, the sacrifice of the cargo
by a sale at public auction when, as the case turned out, the brig
was fully competent to have taken it to its port of destination.
VII
The cases which I have brought before the public are sufficiently strong to show in what manner salvage is awarded upon
wrecked property at Key West. 3 1 There is still, however, a wide
field unexplored-much villany is practiced independent of
wrecking. There are individuals who will lend themselves to any
transaction however fraudulent, provided it will enable them to
put “money in their purses.” The following transaction which
occurred while I was present, will be a sufficient sample. A brig
sailed some time ago from New Orleans, bound for Charleston.
She had on board a freight consisting of sugar, molasses, bacon,
&c. consigned to Messrs. Chs. Edmondston & Co., and Messrs.
Herckenrath & Lowndes. It being ascertained on her passage that
she leaked badly, (whether or not from the effect of any injury,
which she sustained from stress of weather, I did not ascertain,)
she put into Key West, discharged her cargo, and upon survey was
† [The dagger marking this note at the end of the installment
was omitted from its proper place in the original text by the
typesetter. The purpose of the note is obvious, however.] 32
“When a vessel has been injured by tempests, it is the duty
of the master to repair her, if possible, and if not worth repairing, to have her regularly condemned; and if it is not
proved that it was impossible to repair her, or that she was
not worth repairing, he has no right to break up the voyage
and convert a partial into a total loss.”
Cone’s Digest, p. 395, 2 Wash. C.C.B. 375, 1 Cond. Maison In. 159.
31. This installment from the Charleston Courier, May 25, 1837.
32. Dr. Strobel apparently consulted the standard authorities of his day
on questions of Admiralty Law. The Ingersoll Digest, for example,
was one of the reliable commentaries of the times. Edward Ingersoll,
A Digest of the Laws of the United States the 4th of March, 1789
till the 11th of May, 1820 (Philadelphia, 1821).
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condemned as unworthy of repairs. Under these circumstances
the captain and agent undertook to sell the whole cargo at auction, notwithstanding there was a brig lying at the same wharf,
waiting for freight. On all large sales of property it is customary
to allow ten days credit. The reason of this is obvious, there being
no Bank at Key West, and but little money kept there, supplies
are usually obtained from Havana. In order, therefore, to enable
speculators to come into market, time is allowed them to procure
necessary funds. In this instance the agent, with a knowledge of
the fact, that there was not more than 5 to 600 dollars on the
Island, advertised a sale of the property at two days credit.
Several respectable merchants called upon the agent and
objected to these terms, as it was impossible for them to obtain
the money in time to pay for the purchases they were disposed to
make. The agent refused to alter the conditions of sale. Two or
three individuals of undoubted credit, went forward and offered
in payment for purchases which they might make bills on New
York or Charleston at sight, or they would claim ten days credit
to obtain funds from Havana. These offers were all rejected, and
the sale took place. The individual who had 5 to 600 dollars,
purchased that amount in sugars; the balance of the cargo was of
course bought in by the agent for the captain. The goods by him
were shipped on board of a brig lying at the same wharf, which
he chartered. On their arrival at the North they were sold at an
enormous profit. The Captain was thus enabled to sell a valuable
cargo, which had been entrusted to his care for carriage from
one port to another. More than this, with probably not a dollar
in his pocket, he buys in at a sacrifice, goods worth ten thousand
dollars, reships them on his own account, and realizes in all
probability a profit of fifty percent. The course of this man was
plain-he should have chartered the brig on account of those to
whom the goods belonged, and have re-shipped them for their
original port of destination. Had he thus acted, I presume he
would, on his arrival in Charleston, have received not only the
sum agreed upon by the shippers for freight, but also any additional cost and charge which might have accrued. I am not
aware of whatever became of the Captain, or what sort of account
he ever rendered to owners or underwriters.
Speaking of the agent in this case, it was remarked in the
presence of one of his friends, “that it was believed he (the
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agent) was not an honest man.” The friend was highly outraged
at the remark, and wanted, right or wrong, to fight on the spot.
He began to roll his sleeves and make other preparations for
action. Being not “in the vein” for fighting at the precise moment, the other person very cooly observed, “don’t be in too great
a hurry, but let us know what we are going to fight about. Men
may honestly differ in opinions, let us therefore understand each
other. The reason why I call your friend a dishonest man, is on
account of his conduct in reference to the brig, A---, with
which you are no doubt acquainted.” “Oh!” said he, is that all
you have to say against him? I don’t consider that there was
anything dishonest in that business, so far at least, as my friend
is concerned. He was the agent of the Captain, and of course
bound to obey orders.” “There now,” replied the other, “I saw
how it was; the only difference between us is respect to the definition of a word. I conceive that no honest man can aid and
abet another in the commission of a fraud. You, on the other
hand, think a man may be accessory to a robbery, and so long as
he does not steal himself, is an honest man. In that sense of the
word I am willing to admit your friend to be an honest man.”
The gentleman was perfectly satisfied with this apology, as he
was pleased to term it, and went away felicitating himself on
his successful vindication of his friends character-whilst the
other called to mind the old saying: “the receiver is as bad as the
thief,” and for once two disputants went off, each satisfied with
himself, and fully convinced that he had carried the day. 33
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It was to me for a long time a matter of surprise, and a circumstance which I could not comprehend, that captains of
vessels wrecked on the Florida Coast, should, on their arrival at
Key West, persist in consigning their business to irresponsible
persons, when they might have procured agents who possessed
some character, and above all, when they were repeatedly informed that the offices at which their vessels were insured have
a regularly authorized agent in this port. I was equally surprised
to hear some of these very captains, after having refused to avail
themselves of good advice in reference to consignment, abusing
33. At this point Strobel quotes a pasage from Peters’ Admiralty Decisions, Art. 25, p. 30. This I have deleted.
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the wreckers for robbing them of property or swindling them in
the adjustment of their business. It was above all particularly
strange, that I never heard of a suit being instituted against any
wrecker by any one of them for robbery, nor was an attempt ever
made before the Court to bar a claim of salvage on the plea that
the parties had embezzled property from the wreck, although the
Judge of the Admiralty Court uses the following emphatic language in the case of John Appleman, Jr. [Libellant] vs. brig
Concord and cargo: “The Court takes this opportunity of remarking, that there is no offence upon the perpetrators, of which
it would be more disposed to visit the severest penalties of the
law. There is something so degrading, and at the same time so
unmanly in the crime of purloining from the unfortunate, that
every generous mind would at once shrink back from its contemplation. It is disgraceful enough to steal under ordinary circumstances, but when a stranger is driven to our shores by distress,
his very misfortunes entitle him to our sympathy and protection,
and he who, under such circumstances, would ungenerously rob
him of that which the tempest in its fury may have spared, not
only deserves the unqualified execration of every honest man,
but shall, so far as this Court is capable of inflicting it, receive
that punishment which will probably be more effectual in suppressing a crime so disgraceful.”
The following incident opened my eyes as it no doubt will
those of the reader, and explained to my entire satisfaction the
why and the wherefore. A captain of a wrecked vessel once
called the wrecker to whom he had paid fifty per cent salvage,
a d - --d scoundrel, and accused him of having stolen from
the vessel $1200 worth of property for which he had not accounted.
The wrecker neither denied nor resented the accusation, but
very cooly took the Captain aside, and whispered something in
his ear, upon which, as though by magic, his anger abated. It
was generally expected that the Captain, who had made so bold
an assertion in public, would have taken some steps to recover
the property purloined, but nothing more was said about it. This
occurrence had passed almost entirely from my mind; when I sat
one evening on the step of my door, the wrecked Captain came
up and took his seat beside me, and after some general conversation, asked my opinion whether he had arranged his business
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well? I replied that I did not know but what he had. But in as
much as he had asked my opinion, I would give it to him freely.
“Had I been in your place I would have consigned my cargo to
the agent of the offices, at which she was insured, for as they
have to pay the loss, the least they could have expected from me
was, that I should place the business in the hands of their agent,
and afford him an opportunity of making the loss as light as
possible.” The Captain replied, “But, my dear sir, the wreckers
told me that the individual to whom I consigned was a better
merchant than the agent of the underwriters, and that he would
do my business better, and more than this, they told me he was
put here as a spy to watch my movements, and to report anything
in my conduct which to him might appear incorrect.” I answered
these objections with the following language: - “And are you so
silly as to believe what the wreckers would tell you? Don’t you
know that it is their object to place the business into the hands
of someone who would manage it not for your interest, but
theirs?”
“Suppose that the agent of the underwriters was ignorant of
business, it was no concern of yours, so long as he was agent for
your insurer. Suppose him not only a fool, but a most notorious
scoundrel, so long as he was their agent, your insurers could
judge of his conduct, by whose acts they are bound, so long as
he held their power of attorney. Now I know this agent to be
not only fully competent to discharge of his duties, but I believe
him to be an honest and a liberal man in all his dealings. 34 But
whether I am right or wrong in this opinion, it does not alter
the case, so far at least as you are concerned. Had you consigned
to him, you would have been released from all responsibility.
And to every objection that your insurers might have urged, you
could well have replied, ‘Gentlemen, it is your business, not
mine, to canvass the merits of your agent.’ In regards to the
agent’s being a spy upon your actions, would he be less so because
you gave your consignment to another? Might you not reasonably
expect that he would watch you even with a more jealous eye?”
The Captain was silenced for some time by these arguments.
After some reflection, however, he came out with the following
34. The agent for at least seven insurance companies during 1831-32
w a s o n e O l i v e r O ’H a r a . H i s p r e s e n c e i n K e y W e s t i s f r e q u e n t l y
noted in the pages of the Gazette.
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precious confession - “I had another reason-I was told the man
to whom I consigned, would give me one half the commission on
the vessel and cargo, which the agent of the underwriters would
not do. Now, I have met with a misfortune, and a poor man,
and a man of family, and shall be thrown out of employ for some
months. My pay per annum is not more than $500, and by this
arrangement, I shall make sixteen or eighteen hundred dollars,
equal to three years wages. Now, if my consignee chooses to
give me half of his commission, it is no business of the insurance
officers.” This was an argument to which I deemed no reply
necessary, and we parted soon after, when the following train
of reflection crowded upon my mind: So then, the secret is outthis, I presume, is the reason why the Captain did not prosecute
the wreckers for stealing $1200 worth of property from himhe had been bribed by the wreckers to consign to a certain man
for the sum of sixteen or eighteen hundred dollars, and no doubt
the object of the wreckers in taking him aside was to remind him
of the position in which he stood. And this too, I have no doubt,
is the reason why a majority of wrecked captains will not consign to the agent of the insurance offices, or to responsible mercantile men. The more I reflected upon this matter, the more I
was struck with its enormity. What inducement to a dishonest
captain, who has command of a valuable cargo, to run her on
shore-two and a half per cent on the full value of the vessel
and cargo! No wonder that these captains are compelled to stand
by and see the property sacrificed, and their owners swindled.
And yet, it is strange, that these men, carrying off, as some of
them do, a share of the plunder in their own pockets, should be
so very vocal in their denunciation of the wreckers as a set of
pirates, and their agents as no better. These gentlemen, no doubt,
make out the best story they can to gull all parties concerned.
Experience in these matters has led me to believe that a majority
of the captains wrecked on the Florida Coast, and taken to Key
West, generally carry off more money of their own, than they
bring with them.
VIII
After what has been stated, it may reasonably be expected
that I should suggest some remedy for the evils which I have
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brought to the notice of the public. 35 I have spent much time
in reflection, and in consulting the law in reference to these matters. The answer to the two following inquiries, appears to me
to embrace the whole subject.
1st. Suppose a Captain to be brought to Key West by
wreckers, and on his arrival to receive information, that the offices, at which his vessel and cargo are insured, have a regularly
constituted agent on the spot, and he chooses to consign to some
other person, by whose neglect or mismanagement, an unnecessarily heavy loss is sustained. Who would the insurers be bound
to pay?
In the event of shipwreck, it would appear that the Captain
becomes “ex necessitate” agent for all parties concerned in the
vessel or cargo, and as such, may transact the business as be
pleases. The agent for the insurance companies, has not even
power to stay illegal proceedings, at the time of their occurrence;
but is compelled to stand by and see frauds practiced upon those
whom he represents, without being able to interfere in their behalf. Thousands of dollars are thus annually extracted from the
funds of Insurance Companies. So long as they can, by so doing,
pocket a share of the plunder, a majority of Captains will continue to consign to irresponsible agents; and so long as those
agents are dependent upon the wreckers for their business and
commissions, they will play into their hands. Let it not be supposed I judge too harshly of human nature. Self interest is a
powerful motive, and requires all the checks of law, and the salutary operation of sound moral public opinion, to keep in subjection, and to compel men to deal justly towards each other. It is in
vain to talk of redress at law, where such conspiracies exist as at
Key West; business being managed with due regard to the forms
of law, whilst the ends of justice are lost sight of. The individuals who cooperate with the wreckers, whilst performing the
office of agent for the wrecked, take care so to conduct themselves as to bid defiance to laws; no pretext being left for arranging their proceedings. Can it be expected that these men or
their satellites, should even, when called in, testify to the whole
truth by which their own villainies would be exposed? And what
35. This is from the last installment printed in the Courier, May 29[?],
1837. The first portion of this, here deleted, relates to Revenue
Officers, as Strobel had observed them in Key West.
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are oaths to such men? They regard them as mere words, mere
forms of law, imposing no moral obligation, except when it may
promote their interest. There are men on the Florida Reef, who
can be brought forward to prove or disprove anything, and who
make their living by perjury. In the case of the brig Halcyon,
different persons present at the time of the wreck, on being
brought before the Court and sworn, testified directly contrary,
some declaring “that at the time of the wreck, the vessel was
going at the rate of eight knots, there was a gale of wind blowing,
the sea was boisterous, and the vessel thumped so heavily on
sharp rocks, that she must have gone to pieces in a few hours,”
Whilst others affirmed, “that the wind was light, the vessel not
going over four knots, the sea was tranquil, the bottom smooth,
and that the vessel could not have sustained any material injury.”
Can there exist a doubt that one of these parties was perjured?
And how can the ends of justice be attained, where persons will
so conspire to swear falsely? The law is but a ticklish business,
under the most favorable circumstances; what must it be, or what
protection does it afford to the rights of citizens, when its administration is thus shackled? As respects public opinion and its
moral influence at Key West, I presume the reader is by this time
tolerably well qualified to judge. “The greatest rogue is the
cleverest fellow;” I have at times been alarmed at the extent of
these conspiracies to defraud, when I have seen men, whose conduct, in any decent community, would have entitled them, at
least, to a “tarring and feathering,” if not to the “pillory, whipping
post, or branding,” appointed as public officers. When I have
seen the keeper of a light co-operating with wreckers, and their
agents, to defraud the ship wrecked; and should any honest man
attempt to raise his voice against these malpractices, he would
either be crowded down by a parcel of bullies, or overwhelmed
with certificates and recommendations from men no better than
the villain who is to be defended.
But to return from a digression. It would appear that a
Captain has a right to exercise his own discretion in the consignment of his vessel, and that under the existing state of things,
the insurers would be bound to pay all losses sustained, whether
by damage, payment of salvage, or even by fraud or mismanagement. This brings me to the consideration of the second position.
In the event of shipwreck, has the Captain of a vessel the
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right to determine the amount to be paid to the salvors, by the
appointment of arbitrators, where there exists a regularly constituted legal tribunal for the settlement of such cases?
Upon the principle already stated, the Captain being the
agent for all parties concerned, has a right, either by himself, or
through his agent, to determine salvage, either by an appeal to
a Court, or the appointment of arbitrators. But I apprehend that
no Captain, who values his character, or who is actuated by a
proper sense of duty, would venture in a place like Key West, to
entrust the interest of his owners or insurers to the tender mercies of such men as are usually appointed arbitrators. In other
places, such for instance as New York or Charleston, where implicit confidence can be given to an agent, and where men of
known and undoubted character can be appealed to, it might in
a majority of cases be expedient to determine salvage by arbitration; but at Key West, rarely if ever. Instances sometimes occur
where property, being of a perishable nature, renders an immediate sale necessary. In such cases an order of Court can always
be had, upon proper application, and the whole business brought
before the Court and adjudged in ten or fifteen days, his Honor
Judge WEBB being at all times disposed to afford every facility
in his power. The only doubt which I have met with as to the
power of a Captain to submit his case to arbitration, is contained
in the opinion of Judge Brackenridge of Florida, in the case
of O’HARA, assignee, vs. proceeds of brig Halcyon, an appeal
from the decision of the Court below. After deciding that in the
event of the death of a Captain, the Mate possessed no such
power, he makes the following remark: “For my own part, I
entertain very great doubt whether even the master of a vessel
has any right to constitute a tribunal, where there is a competent
tribunal established by law, for the purpose of determining
questions in which the rights and interests of absent persons may
be deeply implicated. It is a common error for masters of vessels
to believe themselves acting as supercargoes as well as agents for
the ship owner; and even in the latter capacity, to stretch their
power beyond those limits which the law allows.”
With a view of holding the Captains in check, I would respectfully suggest, that an article be inserted in the memorandum
36. Judge Henry M. Brackenridge, Florida Territorial Court of Appeals.
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of all policies of insurance on all vessels trading up the Gulf of
Mexico, to the West Indies, or South America, liable to shipwreck on the Florida Coast, to this effect: that in case of shipwreck on the Reef, the Captain of the vessel wrecked shall be
bound to consign his vessel and cargo to the agent of the offices
at Key West, and in the event of his failing or refusing to comply with this condition, the whole contract to be void. By this
arrangement Insurance offices, through their agent, might throw
every case into the Admiralty Court, and in this way put an effectual stop to the system of arbitration as now conducted.
That the companies have a right to do this appears to me
evident. If a policy of insurance be nothing more than a contract between the insurers and the insured, the parties to that
contract have a right to insert any conditions which they may
please.-But it may be urged, that the interest of the parties
may clash; this can never be where they are actuated by good
faith towards each other. It is sometimes the interest of ship
owners, where a loss does not amount to an average, to increase
that loss, so as to shoulder it upon the underwriters; but this can
never be the case where shipwreck or other injury renders a
vessel liable for salvage, as there can be but little doubt that the
loss will amount to an average. How then can it be for the
interest of owners to increase the loss of the insurers? The only
persons benefitted are the dishonest Captains, who betray their
trust, the agent, and the wreckers. All objections however on
this score might be easily removed by the owners and insurance
offices uniting in the appointment of a joint agent in whom they
can confide.
Should the above suggestion be rejected, there is still one
other remedy. Let all parties endeavor to procure the passage of
a law rendering it obligatory upon all Captains, whose vessels
may be wrecked on the Florida Reef, to throw their cases into
the Admiralty Court. Either of these plans would close the door
against arbitration, and protect owners and insurers from their
fradulent practices.
There are many Captains of vessels who are honorable, intelligent, highminded men, and who might be safely trusted
under all circumstances. Upon these only would it operate
hardly. But they should recollect that restraints are not made for
honest men but rogues, and that honest men must submit to laws
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to prevent society from being injured by those who are dishonest.
It cannot be disguised that a large number of ignorant men, and
men of no character, are permitted to command vessels in our
merchant service, their own judgment being the only standard
of qualification.
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LA FLORIDE: 1565
Edited by J AMES W. C OVINGTON

T

HE COMING of the French Huguenots to Florida in 1564
and their establishment of an outpost known as Fort Caroline
proved to be a remarkable event both for Spanish imperialism
and the student of Indian customs and law. When the King of
Spain learned that the French had invaded land which he considered to be his own and that renegade groups had raided nearby
islands, he ordered Pedro Menendez de Aviles to organize a force
and expel the invaders. Part of the contract signed by Menendez
included the founding of two towns in Florida. Thus, when
Menendez landed in Florida he established St. Augustine, the
first permanent town to be founded within the bounds of the
present United States by the Europeans.
Although Fort Caroline stayed only for about one year under
the control of the French, its inhabitants made some valuable
observations concerning Indian life in the area. Jacques Le
Moyne’s paintings of Indian life are outstanding in their accuracy
and have been used again and again to illustrate historical and
ethnological books. Rene de Laudonniere, commander at Fort
Caroline until the arrival of his superior Jean Ribault, wrote an
account of his stay in Florida and encounters with the Indians.
The descriptions of the way of life as followed by the Timucuan
and nearby tribes have been extremely useful to the anthropologist. Another version of the activities at Fort Caroline was
written by the carpenter Nicholas Le Challeux. Still another
published primary source was the one related by a sailor from
Dieppe who escaped from the Spanish attackers and made his
way back to France. His interesting story is found in Woodbury
Lowery’s The Spanish Settlements within the Present Limits of
the United States. Florida, 1562-1574 (New York, 1905). Le
Moyne had written a narrative to serve as background for his pictures. Unfortunately, he did not use much of his own experience
but depended mostly upon the already published accounts of
Laudonniere and Le Challeux.
Recently the editor visited Washington and found in the
manuscript room of the Library of Congress another account of

[ 274 ]
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the voyage and stay in Florida, as yet unpublished in English.
The author is unknown and the French version was translated
by a Mrs. H. Myers. The manuscript is titled, “Florida, 1565”
by the translator and gives some facts not previously revealed by
the other writers. The views concerning the Indians, wild life,
and vegetation are good and probably will be of benefit both to
the anthropologist and historian. This short anonymous narrative was published in Paris in 1565 and reprinted with other
documents by H. Ternaux-Compans, ed., in Recueil de pieces sur
la Floride. Inedit (Paris, 1841), and also by Paul Gaffarel in
Histoire de la Floride francaise (Paris, 1875). This letter may
have been carried back to France by the ships which departed
from the little colony on July 28, 1564, leaving them without
any communication with the mother country. When the Spanish
under Pedro Menendez de Aviles landed and made war against
the French, very few of them were fortunate enough to escape
and make their way to Europe. Probably the author was killed
at Matanzas or at Fort Caroline. A large number of Huguenots,
however, were captured near Cape Canaveral and sentenced to
work as galley slaves.

C O P Y
of a Letter coming from
Sent to Rouen
and afterwards to Seigneur
together
with the Plan and Drawing of
the French have made
1565

Florida
D’Encron:
the Fort which
there.

My honored Father: I have arrived in this land of New
France, in good prosperity and health (God be thanked), in
which I pray you may also be. I have wished to take pen in
hand, to write a letter, that I might give you some account of
the island of Florida, called New France, and of the sort and
manners of the Savages, which may it please you to take in good
part, and I very humbly pray you to hold me excused in that I
do not write you at greater length, as I could desire. The cause
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has been our daily working upon our Fort, which is at present in
a state of defense.
We left Havre the twenty second of April, under the conduct
of Seigneur Rene de Landonniere a gentleman of Poicten, having charge of three ships of war. The one on which he sailed is
called the Isabeau of Hourfleur our admiral, of which Jean Lucas
of the said place is master; the other, the vice-admiral, was commanded by Captain Vasseur of Dieppe, and was named the Petit
Breton; on this I embarked, and made the voyage; the other is
called the Faulcon, which was sailed by Captain Pierre Marchant,
all of which (with the aid of our good God whom we praise)
have always sailed together with fine weather, without parting
one from the other more than three leagues, so much that we
can say, (thanks be to God) we have made the most fortunate
voyages which were ever on the sea, seeing the great favor which
God has had towards us who are poor sinners having conducted
us in good prosperity, without any hindrance, with this exception, that as we were passing by the coast of England, we fell in
with eighteen or twenty transports, which we took to be English,
which watched us, in order to take us. 1 Having discovered them
we put ourselves in battle array to receive them. We had heard
before we started that the English would be watching to take us
and the said transports having descried us, and seeing us with
all our flags displayed, and our (husnes bastillonnee’s) all ready
to fight, we then perceived the admiral and the vice-admiral of
these transports the other vessels having first been placed in line,
coming directly towards, and we towards them, at this moment
we perceived they were Flemish transports to which we spoke. 2
They said they were going (en brouage) to load with salt, on
which we allowed them to go, and went our way till the twenty
second day of June, when we arrived in sight of New France,
otherwise called Florida, where we perceived a sweet odour of
1.

The vessels were of sixty, eighty, and three hundred tons respectively;
the largest being a man of war. Woodbury Lowery, The Spanish
Settlements Within the Present Limits of the United States, II (New
York, 1959), 53.
2. Laudonniere does not mention this encounter but does tell about stops
at the Canary Islands and Dominica. Rene Laudonniere, “The Second Voyage unto Florida” in Richard Hakluyt, ed., The Voyages,
traffiques and Discoveries of Foreign Voyagers, X (New York, 1928),
40-42.
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several pleasant things, because the wind came from the shore,
and seeing the earth very flat, without a single mountain, very
straight upon the sea, and full of fine trees and all wooded along
the shore. I leave you to imagine in what joy we all might be
especially when at noon we could see a beautiful river where
Seigneur de Laudonniere wished to land to reconnoitre. 3 He
went accompanied only by twelve soldiers, and as quickly as he
touched his foot to the earth, three kings appeared, with more
than four hundred savages, who came to salute Seigneur Laudonniere in their manner, and flattered him as if they were adoring
an image. 4 After that was done the said kings led him a little
farther, perhaps a bow-shot, to a place having a very beautiful
shade of laurels, and there seated themselves altogether and made
signs of being very happy at our arrival, and also made signs,
(by pointing to the said Seigneur Laudonniere and the sun)
saying that Seigneur Laudonniere was brother to the sun, and
that he should so make war with them against their enemies
whom they called Tymangona, and at the same time made us
signs by three inclinations, that he was only three days journey
distant. Then the said Seigneur de Laudonniere promised them
he would go with them, and one after another, according to his
rank, arose and thanked him. Soon after, the said Seigneur
wished to go farther up the said river, and in looking over a
little field of sand he saw the post of white stone, which had the
arms of the king engraven upon it, which had been set there
by Captain Jean Ribault of Dieppe, in the first voyage which he
made. 5 Seeing this the said Seigneur Laudonniere was well
contented, and knew himself to be in the river (according to the
name which the said Jean Ribault had given it on his arrival,
which was on the first day of May, called from this cause the
river May.) We remained near the said post for the space of
half an hour, whilst the savages brought the berry of the laurel

3. The St. John’s River was known to the French as the River of May.
4. Saturiba, the leader of these Indians, had met Laudonniere on Ribault’s first visit there in 1562.
5. The Spanish had sent Manique de Rojas in 1564 to destroy all of
the columns Ribault had erected. This one had been overlooked but
all the others seem to have been destroyed. The Indians venerated it
as an idol. Crowns of leaves and branches had been placed at the
column and many little baskets containing grain were scattered about
the base.
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and their excellent beverage, 6 and embracing the stone cried always Tymangona, as if they wished to say by this that they should
be victorious over their enemies, whom they called Tymangona, 7
and that the Sun had sent the said Seigneur de Laudonniere his
brother, to revenge them. After he had made them some presents the said Seigneur de Laudonniere gave command to return
on board, leaving the poor people crying and weeping at our departure, so much that there was one who insisted upon going in
the boat, and came to sleep on board, and on Friday was sent
ashore.
After having raised the anchor, and ranged the coast until
Sunday, when we discovered a beautiful river into which the
said Seigneur de Laudonniere sent Captain Vasseur with ten
soldiers, of whom I was one. As soon as we had landed we
found another king with three of his sons, and more than two
hundred savages, their women and their little children. This
king was very aged, and made signs to us that he had seen five
generations. After that he made us to sit upon some laurel
which was near him, and made us the sign of Tymangona, like
the others; but as to the rest, they are the greatest thieves in the
world, for they take as well by foot as by hand, notwithstanding
they have only skins before their private parts, and all painted
black, and very beautifully divided. The women had around them
a certain white moss, very long, covering their breasts and their
private parts, very obedient to their husbands, not thievish like
the men, but very desirous of rings, ornaments and necklaces, to
hang about their necks. One day having sounded the said river,
and finding it in a good condition to enter with our ships, though
not like that of May, so that the said Seigneur de Laudonniere
having returned on board, decided with Captain Vasseur to return
to the beforesaid river May, and the Tuesday following we raised
our anchor in order to return there, at which place on the Friday
following we arrived, and immediately went on shore, where we
were honorably received by the savages, as the first time, and they
6. The ceremonial drink was known as casina. According to one account, it strengthened the body to such an extent that it was possible
to go for twenty-four hours without food or water after drinking it.
The drink was made from the leaves of the holly tree.
7. According to Le Moyne, Tymangona meant enemy. It was one of the
villages situated some distance from the St. John’s River near the
Oklawaha. Outina, an enemy of Saturiba, was the cacique or ruler.
Outina had forty villages under his control and Saturiba had thirty.
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led us to a place where at present our fort is made, which is
named Caroline, because the king is Charles; of which you can
see the drawing herewith. 8
This fort is upon the said river May, about six leagues distant
from the sea, and in a little time we have so well fortified it that
it is placed in a state of defence, having very good conveniences,
water even in the fosse of the fort. Also we found a certain chinawood, which serves greatly to increase the appetite, which is the
least good that is in it, for the water that comes from it has such
virtue that if a lean woman drink of it constantly for sometime,
they become large and fat; it has also other good qualities. 9 We
have understood from the surgeon that it sells well in France and
has been well received. The said Seigneur de Laudonniere has
forbidden us soldiers sending it by the present ships, and he has
only sent some as a present to the king and to the other princes
of France, and to the admiral together with gold from a mine
which we discovered there, but he has given us leave to furnish it
for the next vessels which return here; so that with the help of
God a good supply shall be laid in, for I am assured it will be
very much in demand there, and in other places. The said Seigneur de Laudonniere is willing that if there be profit in it, his
soldiers should share it. We have found also a certain sort of cinnamon, but not good, some a little scarlet, and also rhubarb, but
very little. We hope however that in time we shall be able to secure for ourselves different commodities which may here exist.
Twenty-five leagues from our fort there is a river named the Jourdain, near which are found very fine skins of the water civet, to
which place we hope to go with the help of God, within six
weeks. 10 Moreover there is very fine cedar, red as blood, and the
woods are so full of it, there is, as it were, nothing else, and also
many pines, and another sort of wood which is very yellow. The
woods are so full of vines that you can scarcely walk two steps
without finding quantities of grapes just now beginning to ripen,
8. A good sketch of the fort by Le Moyne may be seen on page 55 of
Stefan Lorant, The New World (New York, 1946). The fort was
named after Charles IX of France.
9. The French developed a fondness for sassafras tea and shipped the
roots in great quantities from Florida. Boiling the water in the preparation of tea killed the germs and consequently those who drank
the tea did not suffer as much as from various diseases.
10. The river Jordan was probably the Peedee near Cape Fear. Ayllon
named it in 1526 in honor of a captain of one of his ships.
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so that we hope soon to make some wine, which will be good for
something. The Seigneur de Laudonniere decided fifteen days
after the fortification of the fort to send two barques to Tymangona, and indeed on Saturday the fifteenth day of this present
month, they went thither, being commanded by M. L’Antiguy
and Captain Vasseur, and there remained until the eighteenth,
exploring, and upon their return brought very good news, saying
they had discovered the mine of gold and of silver, to which place
from our fort it was about sixty leagues, if one goes by our river
May. 11 When they arrived there they trafficked with the savages,
who were in great fear, and were always upon their guard because of their neighbors, with whom they were constantly at war,
as they have since shown to the said Seigneur d’Antiguy and the
said Captain Vasseur. The (effect of the) arrival was such, that
they left their minerals upon the edge of the water, where was
put by the said Seigneur d’Antiguy some merchandise, who
then made all his boats retire, which being out of sight, the said
savages bringing their minerals to the place of the merchandise
reassured themselves, and making signs to our people to approach,
crying Amy Thypola Panasson, which is to say, we are brothers
and friends like the fingers of one hand. 12 . Seeing this the said
Seigneur d’Antiguy and the Captain Vasseur approached, and
were received with great ceremonies, they led them to their village, and entertained them in their fashion, which is to give them
corn and water boiled with a certain herb which they use, which
is very good. In short if it pleases God to give us grace to live
two years longer, we hope with the aid that it will please the king
to send us, to keep the said mine for him. Between this and the
said time I hope to understand the customs of the said savages,
who are very good people, easy to traffic with, showing by signs
that they would give as much gold and silver equal the size of
that which we shall give them, whether hatchets, bill-hooks,
knives, or trinkets of little value.
11. In January, 1565, Vasseur explored the seacoast perhaps as far
north as South Carolina.
12. Clothes, axes, knives, and other goods were traded for gold, silver,
corn, beans, deerskins and pearls. T h e I n d i a n s h a d l e a r n e d v e r y
early that ami meant friend. The Indians probably obtained the gold
from streams or shallow mines in Georgia and North Carolina. It is
difficult to determine from where the silver had come. The Indians
may have taken it from treasure ships wrecked along the coast.
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I do not wish to forget to write to you that yesterday, Friday,
we took a great crocodile, a kind of lizard, but the arms like those
of a man’s, with joints, with five fingers on the forepaw, and
four on the hind. Its skin is sent to France by those vessels which
are returning. In this river we find almost nothing but crocodiles, but by throwing the seine into the water to fish, we take
some of the most terrible fish that have ever been seen.
Adieu
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BOOK REVIEWS
The Territorial Papers of the United States, Compiled and edited
by Clarence Edwin Carter. Volume XXVI, The Territory of
Florida, 1839-1845. (Washington: Government Printing
Office, 1962. v, 1238 pp. Maps and index. $8.00.)
On September 11, 1961, Clarence Edwin Carter died in
Washington after thirty years as editor of the Territorial Papers,
during which time he produced twenty-six volumes of this series.
The volume under review, his twenty-sixth, completes the coverage of the Territory of Florida. This story, from the transfer
from Spain to statehood, required five volumes, totalling 4,756
pages of documents and 677 pages of index. Selected largely
from State Department records in the National Archives, these
volumes represent the largest and most valuable published collection of source materials on Florida history which is now available. Documents in these volumes fill many gaps, and their detailed indices and copious explanatory and cross-reference footnotes simplify their use even for beginners.
The materials of these volumes include commissions and instructions to United States officials, correspondence of officials
and citizens with government departments, reports of land surveys and sales, election information, petitions to Congress, recommendations for appointments, correspondence related to Indian
affairs and the Seminole War, documents related to internal improvements and economic development, accounts of disputes between Washington and local officers over the conduct of their
official duties, and so on. The volume under review covers the
administration of Robert Raymond Reid (1839-41); the third
term of Richard Keith Call (1841-44); and the final territorial
governorship, that held by John Branch (1844-45). In this volume much attention is given to economic depression and repudiation of the “faith bonds,” the removal and reinstatement of Governor Call, the Indian troubles, and political patronage disputes.
The casual reader, however, is likely to find much in these
outwardly dull volumes to hold his rapt attention. Territorial officials frequently poured out their heart and soul, venom and
vitriol, bitterness and bodily afflictions to their Washington superiors. There is material here gripping in its fascination, unique
[ 282 ]
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in its colorful insights into frontier life. There is material to delight the comic opera librettist and the blood and gore addict
alike-from droll personalities like Valentine Y. Conway, surveyor general of Florida, and preposterously improbable Hezekiah L. Thistle, “Agent for the preservation of timber and wood
upon the public lands in East Florida,” to dramatic tragedies such
as the murder of socially prominent Leigh Read.
Indeed, there is more documentary material on the Read
murder than this reviewer has seen before. In it, the gripping
story unfolds of Read, U. S. Marshal for Middle Florida, being
murdered from ambush in Tallahassee by Willis Alston in revenge for Read’s earlier killing of his brother Augustus Alton in
a duel. With the marshal dead and “the sheriff of the County
being then in jail for shooting a man,” the duty of arresting Alston
fell to the coroner. With the community violently divided over
the affair, no judge would admit Alston to bail, but he managed
his release on the authority of two justices of the peace whose
commissions had expired, and promptly fled to the safety of Texas
-where he was later lynched.
There are here many glimpses into living conditions, such as
one which was afforded by a letter of Surveyor General Conway.
Writing in support of another official who was complaining about
the niggardliness of his salary, Conway declared that the man in
question could not live on his $500 per year salary supplemented
only by about $100 in land sale commissions. This, he said, fell
about $400 short of giving support to a single man “at this most
expensive place [Tallahassee].”
Throughout the volumes of this series the highest editorial
standards were maintained by the late Dr. Carter. Floridians may
count themselves fortunate that the volumes relating to their history were completed before the death of this careful, scrupulous
scholar.
H ERBERT J. D OHERTY , J R .
University of Florida
The Triumph of Empire: Thunder-Clouds Gather in the West,
1763-1766. By Lawrence Henry Gipson. The British Empire before the American Revolution. Volume X. (New
York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1961. lxxv, 414 pp. Index and
illustrations. $8.50.)
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For the first six volumes in this set the author received the
Loubat First Prize from Columbia University in 1948; the
seventh volume was awarded the Bancroft Prize by the same institution in 1949; the volume under consideration earned the
Pulitzer Award in History in 1962. Dr. Gipson, a Rhodes Scholar,
a Yale Ph.D., and a Harmsworth Professor at Oxford (19511952), is a long-time member of the Department of History at
Lehigh University where he is presently Research Professor of
History Emeritus. Any comment by this reviewer on the worth
of the volume or the competence of the writer would be unnecessary if not presumptuous. He will content himself, therefore,
with a description of the book and its organization.
As indicated by the subtitle, the author in this volume deals
with the conditions which made it necessary for the British Government to raise money in the colonies after 1763; the recasting
of the regulatory Molasses Act of 1733 (which had never been
enforced) into the Sugar Act of 1764, which would have both
regulatory and revenue aspects; the formulation and passage of
the Stamp Act and its hostile reception in America, spearheaded
by the Sons of Liberty; and the circumstances and significance of
its repeal. Emphasized by Dr. Gipson as underlying the whole
controversy was the increasingly important constitutional question
of whether the people in the colonies could be taxed by a Parliament in which they were not represented. While it should be
said that the author appreciates the American point of view he
does not fail to give adequately the British.
To this reviewer the gist of what Dr. Gipson says is this:
Britain emerged from the Seven Years or French and Indian War
(the Great War for Empire, Gipson calls it) burdened with heavy
financial obligations occasioned in part by the expenses of the war
and in part by the necessity of protecting the newly acquired territory. The tax burdens of American colonials were much less
than those of Englishmen in the Mother Country, and as a whole
the Americans seemed much more able to pay. It did not seem
unreasonable to ask the Americans to bear part of the expense of
protecting recently gained areas on the North American Continent; hence, the replacement of the Molasses Act with the Sugar
Act and the passing, after deliberation and delay, of the Stamp
Act. The American response to these measures was unexpectedly
violent. The principal objection was the fact that the colonies
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were not represented in the British Parliament. Actually the
Americans had acquired a maturity which was not in keeping
with the subordinate position they occupied in the Empire. Had
the Stamp Act not been repealed and had real efforts been made
to enforce it, the American Revolution might well have come ten
years earlier than it did. The repeal of the Act eased the situation
temporarily but set a precedent for violent opposition if and when
the Mother Country attempted policies objectionable to the Americans.
Copious footnotes amplify and document the narrative and
serve as a guide to both secondary and source materials. A fifty
page table of contents is available to guide the reader through
the details of the text, as is an elaborate chronology. Sixteen pages
of reproductions (largely contemporary maps, plans and pictures)
add flavor and interest.
With the completion of Volume XI which will treat the actual
outbreak of the Revolution and of Volume XII on historiography
and bibliography, Dr. Gipson will have established a landmark in
the writing of American history and in doing so will have erected
a monument to himself as one of the great historians of the
twentieth century.
C ECIL J OHNSON
University of North Carolina

The Causes of the War of 1812. By Reginald Horsman. (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 1962. 345 pp.
Bibliography, appendix, notes, index. $6.00.)
Because of the sesquicentennial years, the War of 1812 is
nudging the Civil War for wider space on the bookshelves. In
seeking the causes of the war, Reginald Horsman, University of
Wisconsin professor, advances the by no means novel explanation that Great Britain was the culprit. He discards the Indian
problem and American expansionist aims as major provocations.
Of the Indian attacks on the frontier, he says “. . . there seems no
reason to suppose that this was either the basic cause of the war,
or even the factor that finally impelled America into open hostilities.” President Madison in his message of June 8, 1812,
listed Indian attacks as a provocation. In pinpointing the cause
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the author seems confused. Great Britain in fighting Napoleon
“needed every resource she could muster” and therefore had to
go to war with America to prevent American commerce from aiding France. How Britain could conserve her resources for Napoleon by taking on a fresh and considerable enemy is for the
reader to determine. And if Britain were driving toward war she
would scarcely have repealed the Orders in Council so hastily
when war actually loomed.
This is not a distinguished or even a well considered book.
While more pretentious in its approach than Albert Z. Carr’s recent The Coming of War (New York, 1960) dealing with the
same subject, it is neither as sprightly in style nor as sure in its
grasp of American or world affairs.
On the American side he refers to the “half-demented diatribes” of John Randolph during the House war debates, and
again, to “the half-mad Randolph,” when any reading of the eccentric Virginian’s speeches will show that his mind during these
discussions was as clear as a blue noon sky and perhaps the most
brilliant of any in the chamber. The decay came later. He ignores
the call of the Clay delegation on Madison to demand war in return for renomination, which in any adequate discussion of the
war causes must be explained. While the significance of the incident has often been challenged, it has long had a place in American accounts and cannot be dismissed.
Appropriately Mr. Horsman, who was born in England and
largely educated there, gives details about the British conditions
just prior to the war and in this area the book has value. He tends
to haul up other historians. The confusion over the causes “has
stemmed primarily from the lack of attention paid to the position
of England . . . and from overemphasis that has been placed on
‘western expansionist’ factors.”
Though this is his first book, he sits in judgment on some of
the literature of the conflict and may make reference to a book
not being cited to downgrade it or charge inaccuracy when it
would be more helpful to specify where he believes error occurs.
This volume is not likely to induce new opinions.
G L E N N T UCKER
(Author of Poltroons and Patriots and
Tecumseh: Vision of Glory)
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American Indian Policy in the Formative Years: The Indian
Trade and Intercourse Acts, 1790-1834. By Francis Paul
Prucha. (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1962. viii,
303 pp. Essay on authorities, index. $6.75.)
Welcome to this book because it deals with an important topic
not heretofore sufficiently studied! Author Prucha begins by scanning British Indian policy, then turns to that of the United States
prior to 1790. He ends with an examination of the laws passed
by Congress in 1834 relative to the Indians. In between, his organization is for the most part topical, comprising chapters on
the Indian Department, regulating the trade in furs, crusading
against whiskey, the removal of intruders from Indian land,
crimes committed in the redmen’s country, and policies for civilization and for removal of the red natives. Whether marshaling
his material by time-flow or by topic, Dr. Prucha handles it competently.
He has purposely eschewed human interest, preferring instead, “a calm investigation of the laws which expressed American
Indian policy. . . .” This reviewer would have favored the admission of some laughs and tears since the subject is one which, like
the American Civil War, cannot fail to arouse emotion. Indeed,
the subject of Indian-white relations is so fraught with drama
that the author has literally had to crowd it out. Even though
he is dealing with the laws primarily, and not their impact, he
might have let just a little more light and color in. Of course the
need is for a dispassionate treatment of this emotion-laden topic,
but not for a disemboweled one.
If a generalization is to be distilled from these three hundred
pages it is that the policy of the United States as expressed in laws
was surprisingly human, even enlightened, toward the Indians.
Unfortunately, the compassion of the laws did not permeate the
actual relationships although, as the author makes clear, it did
ameliorate them. The fact is the government lacked the power
to back up those laws. “The expanse of the frontier and the multitudes of oncoming settlers” prevented enforcement.
JOHN K. MAHON
University of Florida
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John Forsyth: Political Tactician. By Alvin Laroy Duckett. (Athens, Ga.: University of Georgia Press, 1962. 222 pp. Bibliography, index. $5.00.)
John Forsyth belonged to that group of public men which is
usually relegated to the second team when the all-stars are chosen.
Living in a time when the national scene was dominated by men
like Webster, Clay, and Calhoun and not being an exciting character himself, he has not been given prominent treatment in the
pages of written history. Neither did he leave a large collection
of private papers to challenge historians to rescue him from oblivion.
Like many other “political tacticians,” John Forsyth was more
important behind the scenes than on the front line. Service to
Georgia as a legislator and governor was short, but he distinguished himself as Congressman, Senator, Minister to Spain, and
Secretary of State.
Professor Duckett explains that “Forsyth’s concern with politics was both idealistic and realistic. He was a political aristocrat
who believed that experienced officials should formulate and direct public opinion. Although a staunch nationalist, as a practical
tactician he could adapt to exigency and resort to state rights in
seeking an objective. Serving his state and his nation with an
almost compulsive devotion to duty, he participated in many important governmental decisions that shaped our country’s history.”
Some persons will wish to question some points of this evaluation, insisting that the author does his subject too much honor.
The volume, however, is not a eulogy. Instead, it is a sound but
unexciting treatment of a second-rate public figure who devoted
many years of service to his state and country. Considering the
lack of personal papers available, the author has done a very
acceptable job.
J OSEPH H. P ARKS
University of Georgia

Politics and the Crisis of 1860. Edited by Norman A. Graebner.
(Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1961. xii, 149 pp.
Bibliography, index. $3.00.)
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This slim but provocative volume contains five papers which
were delivered originally at the Fourth Annual Civil War Conference at Gettysburg, and the theme of that particular meeting
is the title of this book.
In contrast to most symposiums of this sort, the participants
have complemented more than they have contradicted one another. Norman Graebner of the University of Illinois asserted in
the lead essay that the very nature of American politics in 1860
made civil war well-nigh inevitable. “Dominant political elements of both the North and the South demanded of the nation
what they could achieve only in defiance of the Constitution.”
Stanford’s Don E. Fehrenbacher delved pointedly into the Republican convention in Chicago and arrived at the conclusion
that, had this new party retained the pristine character of its
1854 beginnings, it would have come out second-best in the 1860
race. The party’s hard, anti-slave core wrought fear in the mind
of the South; yet Dr. Fehrenbacher maintained that civil war
would have come even if Lincoln had lost the 1860 election.
Robert Johannsen of the University of Illinois, another of the
“irrepressible conflict” school, surveyed the stormy and abortive
Charleston convention of the Democratic Party. He contended
that the collapse of “the last national party” spelled the doom of
hope and peace. “As the party was rendered impotent,” he stated,
“the days of national union were numbered.” The University of
Florida’s William Baringer then analyzed the 1860 election. “It
was quite clear that the fundamental political trends within the
nation still responded more to words than to realities.” Rhetoric,
he concluded, overpowered reasoning; and the war came. Avery
Craven, one of the deans of American historians, presented the
last paper: a masterful and benedictory hypothesis. By 1860, he
affirmed, “The South had been reduced to the sad necessity of
breaking up what Robert E. Lee called ‘a government inaugurated
by the blood & wisdom of our patriotic fathers,’ and the North had
been forced into the necessity of fighting to prevent it, by the
despotic decrees of the emerging Modern World.”
Obviously, rebuttals could be and will be made to each author. The rapidly diminishing school of repressionists will be
shoved farther back by this rain of blows from the opposition.
While Dr. Craven’s essay towers somewhat over its fellows, each
monograph is a valuable commentary worthy of careful perusal.
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It was indeed heartening, at least to this reviewer, to see not one
of these gentlemen glorify one section at the expense of the other.
As at least two of them implied, it takes two sides to make a war.
J AMES I. R OBERTSON , J R .
U. S. Civil War Centennial Commission

Patriotic Gore: Studies in the Literature of the American Civil
War. By Edmund Wilson. (New York: Oxford University
Press, 1962. xxxii, 816 pp. Index. $8.50.)
“Without the shedding of blood, there is no remission of
sins,” said John Brown, thus justifying, in his own mind at least,
the crimes for which he was later hanged - loosing a flood of
oratory, both spoken and written, a greater crime perhaps than
that for which he died. That a study and collection of such motley and impassioned writings could end up as a scholarly and
vastly entertaining book is no doubt due to the unique talents of
the author, the distinguished American critic and novelist, Edmund Wilson, better known to less academically minded readers
perhaps as the author of the much-banned Memoirs of Hecate
County. No other title but Patriotic Gore could so aptly describe
the varied writings summarized and discussed in this fat volume
and the brain-washing they sought to accomplish upon the reader.
Floridians claim Harriet Beecher Stowe as a transplanted
native from her residence at Mandarin on the St. John’s River,
but they will hardly acclaim her designation by Abraham Lincoln
as “the little lady who made this big war.” Yet a sale of 305,000
copies in the first year after the American publication of Uncle
Tom’s Cabin on March 20, 1852, can only mean that millions
read the book and were strongly influenced against the South and
slavery by it. Those who remember only the play, or one of the
numerous burlesques of it that were fashionable years ago, may
be startled by Mr. Wilson’s conclusion that: “It is a much more
impressive work than one has ever been allowed to expect. The
first thing that strikes one about it is a certain eruptive force.”
In any event, the impact of that force upon the minds of many
uncommitted people was so great that Uncle Tom’s Cabin may
very well have been, as Lincoln said, one of the most important
precipitating factors in the Civil War.
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The stern conscience of the Calvinist faith led early New
Englanders into such folly as the Salem witch trials. Yet two hundred years later, as the author makes abundantly clear through
passages from the writings of Francis Grierson and others, that
same stern faith blazed into indignation at the custom of slavery
-perhaps to salve the consciences of Yankee shipowners who
were largely responsible for it in the first place-and lit the fuse
that exploded a terrible holocaust which came near to destroying
a nation. Midwesterners, too, seeing in the near coincident appearance of two comets a sign of divine warning, prepared themselves for war with great religious revivals. And the eruptive
force of Lincoln’s appearance on the national scene was proof
to many that the approaching crisis had, through divine will,
produced the man to handle it. Lincoln himself seems to have
been convinced that such was the truth, perhaps with reason, for
readers of the immortal Gettysburg address can hardly fail to
realize that, in less inspired hands, the guidance of the Union
cause might have been dominated by men like Stanton and “government of the people, by the people, for the people” might indeed have perished from the earth.
Patriotic Gore is a fascinating and rewarding book, a broadcanvas literary landscape depicting one aspect of a nation in the
grip of crisis, using the words of those in the picture itself as
colors and the genius of a skilled editor and critic as palette and
brush.
F RANK G. S LAUGHTER
Jacksonville, Florida

Civil War Naval Chronology, Part I: 1861. Edited by E. M.
Eller. (Washington: Government Printing Office, 1962. iv,
41 pp. Illustrations. $.25.)
Civil War Naval Chronology, Part II: 1862. Edited by E. M.
Eller. (Washington: Government Printing Office, 1962. iv,
117 pp. Illustrations. $.60.)
It has been said that it takes nearly as long to research the
conflict as it did for the North and South to fight it. Even so,
Admiral Eller and his able assistants are ahead of the centennial
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schedule, having completed the first two volumes covering the
first two years of the sea story of the Civil War, with the third
section, Part III, 1863, to be available before the end of this year.
With the spotlight constantly on Virginia, and the focus most
frequently on Lee, many have felt that the Navy’s role in the
Civil War has not been adequately recorded by historians. While
denying the gallant armies none of their due, Admiral Eller has
pointed out that the purpose of the Chronology is to present the
decisive parts played by the forces afloat - North and South from the war’s earliest moments. The first two volumes, available
through the Superintendent of Documents, Washington 25, D.C.,
attractively published in paper-back at a nominal sum, give
promise of assistance to many centennial observances and should
prove to have lasting value as a reference work for Civil War
scholars.
The volumes are profusely illustrated with interesting photographs and reproductions of drawings and documents, many of
which will be new even to veteran researchers. The text is confined to concise day-by-day accounts of the events and activities
relating to naval warfare and operations as the war progresses.
The entire work will be made much more valuable with the inclusion of an overall index in the final volume.
Civil War buffs generally, and specialists and scholars particularly, will welcome this important addition to the material
available in a field of that conflict which has been largely overlooked.
W ILLIAM M. G OZA
Clearwater, Florida
Lincoln and the Negro. By Benjamin Quarles. (New York: Oxford University Press, 1962. 275 pp. Foreword, illustrations, index, bibliography. $6.50.)
Lincoln’s views on the Negro and on slavery, as on the treatment he would have given the defeated Confederates, have been
the subject of an apparently endless amount of writing, none of
it really conclusive. This is partly because the Lincoln record in
word and action is less than conclusive. It is also because most
students are conditioned by their own assumptions in the search
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for the answer to perplexing questions. Scholars have not entirely
escaped this barrier to objectivity. Lincoln continues, North and
South, to get credit for what it is assumed he would have done if
circumstances had permitted it or if he had lived, as well as for
what he did. The debate will go on and on. What he did is a
matter of record. What his motives were - what he would have
liked to do, often lead one into the realm of conjecture.
Professor Quarles writes interestingly if not conclusively
about all of the moot questions. On page 82 he states quite clearly the point of view from which he writes: “The Lincoln of the
White House years had deep convictions about slavery. But as
Chief Magistrate he made a sharp distinction between his personal beliefs and his official actions. . . . His job was to uphold
the Constitution, not to impose his own standard of public morality.” Again on page 221: “The limitations of the Emancipation
Proclamation became more and more displeasing to Lincoln who
seemed to grow in moral stature with each passing season.”
This reviewer grew up in rural Georgia where, strangely
enough, the two heroes of the War Between the States were Robert E. Lee as symbol of the Lost Cause and Abraham Lincoln for
what it is assumed he would have done if he had lived. Post-war
white Southerners, as an afterthought be it granted, concluded
that Lincoln would have saved them from the harshness of Reconstruction which implies that he would have done less for the
Negro. This was opinion. Mr. Quarles has made a reasoned case
for Lincoln as something less than a crusading abolitionist, but
deeply committed to freedom for the Negro, and growing more so
as he neared the end of his life. He may be correct in this view,
but the weight of the evidence he finds in the record seems equally to favor the view to which Southerners finally came. Though
there are no footnotes, there is for each chapter a bibliography
with comments that serves reasonably well the footnote function.
C HARLTON W. T EBEAU
University of Miami

Farewell to the Bloody Shirt: Northern Republicans and The
Southern Negro, 1877-1893. By Stanley P. Hirshon. (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1962. 334 pp. $6.95.)
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Although northern Republicans abandoned the southern Negro in 1877 they continued to debate the question of Negro
rights in the post-Reconstruction years. Some advocated a return
to the old policy of federal interference in southern elections as a
means of enforcing the Fifteenth Amendment, and in order to
win support for this program, they played up alleged frauds and
violence of southern whites. A few such Republicans acted out
of genuine concern for the plight of the freedman, but most were
motivated by a desire to use the Negro vote as an opportunity to
regain lost political power in the South. Others opposed attempts
to wave the “bloody shirt” and agitate the race question. Mugwump reformers argued that Reconstruction had proven the folly
of colored rule, and that the ignorant and easily controlled Negro
was not worth worrying about. More influential were powerful
northern economic interests, merchants engaged in southern trade,
and eastern industrialists, who reasoned that continued advocacy
of Negro rights would ruin their profits in southern markets. They
contended that if the Negro theme were dropped from politics
southern high tariff advocates would join the Republican party for
business reasons.
Stanley P. Hirshon has written the first full length account
of this controversy within the Republican party. Though he travels over much the same ground in much the same way as others
before him, his contribution lies in the very detailed manner in
which he has analyzed this debate and the prominence he has
given to economic pressures upon Republican leaders to abandon
the “bloody shirt.” Actually, one might ask whether the Republicans did say farewell to the “bloody shirt.” Despite the entreaties
of businessmen, Republican politicians freely waved the “bloody
shirt” in most of their campaigns in the last quarter of the nineteenth century. Sometimes, too, Hirshon makes too much out of
public statements and campaign documents to indicate a radical
change of attitude on the part of Republican leaders toward the
south.
While Republicans talked much about safeguarding the vote
of the colored man and lamented the state of affairs in the South,
they did little to remedy the situation or to meet their obligations
to the freedman. Instead of protecting the Negro and looking
after him as the ward of the nation they deserted him and left
him as the ward of the dominant race in the South. A good ex-
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ample of the Republican abandonment of the Negro is an incident that occurred in Jacksonville, Florida, in 1882. The Right
Reverend Daniel A. Payne, the senior bishop of the African
Methodist Episcopal Church was expelled from a Florida train
because he refused to ride in a second-class car labeled “For Colored People.” He held a first class ticket and insisted that he had
a right to sit in a first class car. But he was forced off the train
and had to carry fourteen pounds of baggage back to Jacksonville,
five miles away, during the hottest part of the day. Negroes in
Jacksonville and New York held indignation meetings and when
Florida officials did nothing they carried their protest to the Attorney General of the United States on the ground that the United
States attorney for the northern district of Florida had failed to
enforce the Civil Rights Act and ignored all applications for legal
redress. Though the Attorney General promised to investigate,
he took no action and did not even ask his subordinates in Florida
about the episode.
V INCENT D E S ANTIS
University of Notre Dame

Race Relations in Virginia, 1870-1902. By Charles E. Wynes.
(Charlottesville: University of Virginia Press, 1961. 164
pp. Index. $5.00.)
Professor Wynes states that he was led to examine the history
of Negro civil rights in Virginia as a specific testing of the thesis
set forth in C. Vann Woodward, The Strange Career of Jim Crow.
This thesis, while recognizing exploitation of ex-slaves during
Radical Reconstruction, especially political exploitation, states that
complete ostracism and total segregation came about in the 1890’s
and during the first decade of this century as a sort of final bitter
revenge by a stubborn South, while the North was too busy making money to care. “The policies of proscription, segregation, and
disfranchisement,” said Professor Woodard, “that are often described as the immutable ‘folkways’ of the South . . . are of a
more recent origin. . . . The belief that they are immutable and
unchangeable is not supported by history.” His contention is
based upon the period of fifteen years or so when ex-slaves “did
ride on white men’s railroads, eat in white men’s restaurants and
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vote in southern elections.” To this contention, a good many
white Southerners have answered that these events took place
under the threat of federal force and that as soon as force was
removed the mores reasserted themselves. As evidence in this
debate, Professor Wynes’ book is most timely.
In the struggle between custom and legislation, most liberals
rest their hopes on those critical statutes dealing with voting and
public education,
laws that most readily lead to rapid cultural
changes. The present volume gives a satisfactory coverage to both
of these critical areas. The author shows that while the Virginia
Negro’s literacy rate constantly progressed, in spite of glaring inequalities in public money spent for Negro education, his chance
to vote and to hold office steadily lessened toward the end of the
century, until he was finally completely disfranchised by wellknown ingenious statutes dreamed up by the South’s best legal
brains. Curiously enough, disfranchisement was accomplished
in the name of political reform aimed at preventing scandalous
manipulation of Negro votes by bribery, intimidation, or simple
stuffing of ballot boxes.
Wynes substantiates Woodward that the ex-slave did make
an earnest effort in the late sixties and the seventies to use his
vote, and did take seriously the promise of education and economic
help. Parents and grandparents went to make-shift schools with
their children in the hope that learning their ABC’s would open
to them the white man’s world. Meanwhile, radical Republicans
made deals with conservative Southerners for money and power
during this Gilded Age and promises to the Negro were forgotten.
Gradually he settled back into his old habits of protective humility and dependence upon white protectors under an elaborate
code of etiquette that differed from the old slave-master code
mainly in that there were now fewer personal contacts, less personal responsibility.
Two Virginians far ahead of their times are brought to our
attention in this study: William Mahone, who led a brief period
of liberal state government from 1879 to 1883 during which
Virginia Negroes “knew something like justice,” and Lewis H.
Blair, a Richmond business man who wrote a remarkable book
in 1889 called The Prosperity of the South Dependent Upon the
Elevation of the Negro, which foreshadowed the Supreme Court
decision of 1954 by sixty-five years.
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Does this book support or challenge Woodward’s Jim Crow
thesis? Was Jim Crow a social invention of the segregation statutes
at the end of the century, or had he always been there with his
humble good manners, traveling under the name of Uncle Tom?
While Professor Wynes shows Virginian courtesy to the Woodward thesis, he gives this reviewer the total impression that the
basic mores of race relations never really changed much in Virginia.
The book has a well-annotated bibliography. One wishes that
more of the unpublished theses upon which the author draws,
especially those of Howard University, could have found their
way into print. Among the accounts of travelers in the South, the
author found those of the French most valuable as they saw us
with eyes unprejudiced by Anglo-Saxon attitudes. Although he
makes wide use of newspapers, Wynes reminds us that “where
the Negro was concerned in post-1865 Virginia, the newspapers
were written more to justify and persuade than they were to
inform.”
E MILY S TEVENS M ACLACHLAN
University of Florida

Norfolk: Historic Southern Port. By Thomas J. Wertenbaker.
Second edition, revised by Marvin W. Schlegel. (Durham:
Duke University Press, 1962. 417 pp. Illustrations and index. Cloth, $3.50, paper, $1.00.)
Originally published in 1931, this edition brings the story
of Norfolk up to 1960. The book still deserves all the praise it
received in 1931 as local history at its best. Through its pages
runs not only the engrossing story of the growth and development of a city, but also the tale of sectional interests and clashes
within the state. Norfolk versus the Piedmont towns and the
interior is a story worthy of study for its own interest and for
the impact of that strife upon the city. In this volume perhaps the
most interesting portion is that concerning the past thirty years,
the period covering the depression, the Second World War, and
the post war years. Here the center of interest is the determined
efforts of the city to expand and develop into a great city. The redevelopment plan adopted and acted upon by the city government
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is clearly presented by the authors, and an objective assessment is
made of the public school crisis of 1958.
Professor Wertenbaker’s illness prevented him from revising
the book but the very able assistance of Mr. Schlegel made possible the publication of this truly fine study of a Southern commercial city. The city government deserves credit as well for its
financing of the study. Other municipalities might take note and
follow suit.
W ILLIAM J. S CHELLINGS
Old Dominion College

Romance and Realism in Southern Politics. By T. Harry Williams.
(Athens: University of Georgia Press, 1961. xii, 84 pp.
$2.50.)
To summarize one’s views on the last hundred years of southern history in the course of four short lectures is no easy task.
Professor Williams, long-time authority on the Civil War and
more recently engaged in a study of the Longs of Louisiana,
undertook to do so in the Lamar Lectures, delivered at Mercer
University in November, 1960. The result makes interesting
reading, and must have provided fascinating listening for his
audiences. He combines a feeling for the broad sweep of southern
history and a detailed command of Louisiana sources.
The basic theme reflected in each of the lectures is a concern
for “realism” in politics. The author views the South as a region
particularly prone to romanticism and fantasy. He suggests that
the southern Populists were not so lacking in realism as some
historians (e.g., Richard Hofstadter) have argued. Yet in his
longest lecture, dealing with Reconstruction, Williams deals in
detail with the Louisiana unification movement of 1873. This
abortive effort at obtaining Negro votes in return for local white
recognition of Negro civil rights would seem, in retrospect, wildly unrealistic. Indeed, the problem of how one is to define the
“realist” is the most unsatisfying part of the book.
In his final lecture Professor Williams gives a predictably
sympathetic view of Huey Long who “forcibly introduced a large
element of realism into Southern politics” (p. 79). The implicit
view seems to be that economic issues are real, but the race issue
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is not. But who is to say that a Bilbo was less a “realist” (as
measured by electoral success) than a Long? Is the craving for
status - even bogus status - which the race-baiters thrived on less
“real” than the craving for economic betterment? Also, for most
of the South the problem has been one of creating wealth, not
just sharing it. A Long in Louisiana could tax Standard Oil and
perform wonders; what would a Long do in Mississippi?
One alternative to classifying Southern politicians as “realists”
or not would be to deal with the processes of economic growth
and what is now termed “political modernization.” If one takes
an urban, industrialized, relatively high per capita income society
as the wave of the future then one has certain benchmarks for
evaluating political movements. One hopes that Professor Williams
will touch on some of these aspects in his forthcoming work.
H UGH D OUGLAS P RICE
Syracuse University

A Bibliography of Antislavery in America. By Dwight Lowell
Dumond. (Ann Arbor: The University of Michigan Press,
1961. 119 pp. $10.00.)
Over the last century there have been relatively few bibliographies dealing with the historical experience of the American
Negro. Monroe N. Work’s standard reference (1928) has been
supplemented by the more recent joint effort of Paul B. Foreman
and Mozell C. Hill (1947). Specialized bibliographies concentrating on Negro migration, education, business, and literature
have appeared from time to time. But in spite of the long-standing
interest accorded the antislavery movement by reform-conscious
American historians, almost nothing has been done since Samuel
May’s Catalogue of Anti-Slavery Publications in America appeared originally in 1863.
The title of Professor Dumond’s book is somewhat confusing
because this bibliography is not intended to be a general or allencompassing compilation on the subject. It is, in effect, the
bibliography to the author’s recent study, Antislavery: The Crusade
for Freedom in America, printed in a separate volume. His three
decades of research on this movement, however, have brought him
in contact with an unusually large number of items and pro-
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vides us with an extensive and significant collection. The entries
deal exclusively with printed materials, arranged in rigidly alphabetical order, and include such diverse items as journals, sermons,
addresses, treatises, manuals, open letters, personal accounts,
songs, societies’ minutes, convention proceedings, speeches and
tracts in book, pamphlet and serial form.
In point of time, the editor begins with a 1688 Protest
Against Slavery by the Society of Germantown Friends and carries
through the avalanche of ante-bellum publications down to the
end of the Civil War. American efforts comprise the bulk of the
volume, though some British works “widely circulated in this
country” are included.
Professor Dumond does indeed provide us with “a basic
listing of primary sources,” but it is a limited listing of particular
kinds of contemporary materials which omits a variety of other
types of primary sources. Indeed, in the absence of both an introduction and any kind of explanation of the criteria for inclusion
of a particular item, the reader is left somewhat in the dark.
Much more serious was the failure to give some indication of the
location of the entries, particularly in the case of rare and unusual
items. Some general reference might also have been made to
especially rich depositories of anti-slavery sources such as are in
the Parish Collection at the New York Historical Society or in
the Oberlin College Library. Still, aside from these exceptions,
Professor Dumond and the University of Michigan Press have
given us a handsome and an extremely useful companion volume
to the author’s Antislavery.
A RTHUR W. T HOMPSON
University of Florida

Citrus Growing in Florida. By Louis W. Ziegler and Herbert S.
Wolfe. (Gainesville: University of Florida Press, 1961. vi,
248 pp. Index, pictures, tables, map. $6.00.)
This can be an extremely useful book in the library of the
Florida citrus grower. It covers in non-technical language most
of the salient factors in care and cultivation of citrus, and it presents this information in a fluid, easy-to-read manner. The authors have accumulated a wealth of both technical and practical
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experience and have, at various times, drawn from this knowledge
to assist the citrus industry in the practical solution of problems
in their particular fields. Their qualification to speak with authority on the subject of citrus care and cultivation cannot be seriously questioned.
The reader will be impressed by the organization of this book
which commences with the origin and history of citrus, followed
by descriptive definition of the more important varieties of citrus
for home or commercial purposes. The book is all the more useful
because it includes information concerning the newest tangerinetangelo hybrids introduced by the U.S.D.A. as late as 1959. It
also covers the Murcott which together with the tangerine-tangelo
hybrids is becoming increasingly important in Florida’s efforts to
extend the season for hand-peeling varieties.
The chapter on propagation defines and describes the major
rootstocks and their advantages under varying soil and climatic
conditions, and also covers the intricacies of budding and topworking citrus trees. Care of young trees, the fertilization of
bearing trees, the citrus spray program, and other maintenance
practices are all covered authoritatively.
The book concludes with a chapter on harvesting, maturity,
and grade standards that will be of particular interest to the commercial grower. Among other things, this chapter explains soluble
solids, acid, acid ratio, and Florida’s method of sizing. All of
these items are important in the determination of maturity and
value, particularly at the concentrate plant.
The authors are to be congratulated for their efforts, and for
the initial idea of providing the average grower with such a wealth
of practical information in a single book.
J OHN T. LESLEY
Florida Citrus Exchange
BOOK NOTES
The University of Florida Press is to be congratulated on its
Floridiana Facsimile and Reprint Series. The four volumes that
have appeared fulfill the purposes of the series: to make available at a reasonable price books on Florida which are extremely
rare and which, when they can be found, are very costly. All of
these books are handsome, with beautiful bindings and excellent
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type. All of them contain a preface by Rembert W. Patrick, general editor of the series, an introduction by a scholar of Florida
history, and an index.
The first volume is Bernard Romans’ A Concise Natural History of East and West Florida, ($8.50) originally published in
1775, for which Professor Patrick has written an introduction.
Romans was living in Florida, and in fact had been placed on the
provincial payroll of West Florida by Governor Peter Chester while
he was gathering material for his Concise History and Florida
maps and drawings. His was not only one of the first books about
the Floridas and their inhabitants but it was one of the best. The
variety of natural, aboriginal, historic, and miscellaneous information which it so graphically gives is far more original than most
of the contemporary studies of other sections of America.
Herbert J. Doherty, Jr. has written the introduction to the
second volume in the series, The Territory of Florida ($7.50)
by John Lee Williams. Published in 1837, this book was the
only generally available history of Florida for many years. Williams spent years traveling around Florida, mapping its rivers
and harbors and its long coastline. As Doherty points out this
book is both a gazetteer and a geographical dictionary, “a kaleidoscopic, hodgepodge, potpourri look” at early nineteenth century
Florida. Williams was a capable historian and a clear, concise
writer, and his book makes for interesting reading. Like the
original edition, the facsimile contains a Florida map, showing
a surprisingly accurate reproduction of the Atlantic and Gulf
coasts.
Dickison and His Men: Reminiscences of the War in Florida
($6.00) was written in 1890 by Mary Elizabeth Dickison as a
tribute to her husband, Captain John J. Dickison, Florida’s famed
Civil War guerilla leader. While Florida never became a major
theatre of military activity, Dickison’s skirmishes against federal
forces made him a legend in his own lifetime, according to Samuel
Proctor, who wrote the introduction for this third “facsimile reproduction.” Dickison was a skilled soldier who fought with courage against an enemy force which almost always outnumbered his
men and usually possessed superior firing power. Commanding a
cavalry company from Marion County, Dickison operated in central and northeast Florida. He was particularly active along the
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St. Johns River, and once, in a bizarre attack from shore near
Palatka, forced the surrender of the Union steamer Columbine.
The latest volume to appear is Ellen Call Long’s Florida
Breezes, or Florida, New and Old, ($8.50) published in 1883.
The daughter of Richard Keith Call and a prolific authoress in her
right, Mrs. Long was probably the outstanding Florida woman of
her time. Margaret Chapman, Florida historian and librarian,
in her introduction describes Ellen Long as a remarkable woman,
who, “though she cherished what was best in plantation life in
the old South, . . . did not turn inward to a tight, provincial society as did many Southerners. She remained cosmopolitan rather
than provincial in outlook.” To tell her Florida story Mrs. Long
created a fictional character, Harry Barclay, a Bostonian visiting
in Tallahassee. Thus she had the opportunity of making a case
for the Southern way of life to a Yankee. These volumes encourage Floridians to look forward to the University of Florida
Press publishing additional out-of-print items in the “Facsimile
and Reprint Series.”
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NEWS AND NOTES
Local Societies and Commissions
Florida Anthropological Society: The Society chose St. Augustine
as the site of its first Annual Dig, which was held July 21-22,
1962. Lots were excavated on Charlotte Street just north of the
Oldest House and old foundations and a wealth of artifacts were
discovered. Dr. Hale Smith of Florida State University was in
charge of the Dig which was attended by both professional and
student archaeologists from various parts of the state. Findings
were so extensive that the St. Augustine Restoration Commission
allowed Dr. Smith and his crew of students from FSU to work at
the site several extra days to complete their excavations.
St. Augustine Historical Society: The local historical scene is
minus the presence of three figures of note. Albert Manucy,
regional historian for the National Park Service left on September 4, 1962, to work for several months in Spain under a Fulbright Research Scholarship. Accompanied by his wife and family, he will seek out records pertaining to the development of St.
Augustine, and will study pre-1763 Spanish building construction
techniques. Luis Rafael Arana, supervisory historian at the
Castillo de San Marcos, has moved with his wife to Gainesville
to fulfil residence requirements for the Ph.D. in history at the
University of Florida. Robert Gold, Restoration Commission historian, has also moved his operations to the University of Florida
where he is tapping the rich resources of the P. K. Yonge Memorial Library of Florida History for a study of the transition from
Spanish to English rule in 1763-1768. He will present it as a
doctoral dissertation.
A bill creating a federal Quadricentennial Commission has
passed both houses of Congress and been signed by President
Kennedy. The eleven member commission will be composed of
two members each from the Senate and House of Representatives,
an executive director from the National Park Service, and six
members at large to be appointed by the President.
The first major ceremonies anticipating the Quadricentennial
year took place October 18, 1962, when Spanish Ambassador
[ 304 ]
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Antonio Garrigues brought to St. Augustine the invitation of the
city of Aviles, Spain, to be its “sister” city. St. Augustine sent a
delegation to Aviles in November.
Pensacola Historical Society: The Society’s president emeritus,
T. T. Wentworth, was honored on September 6, 1962, at the
dedication of a marker testifying to his long efforts on behalf of
preserving the history of the Pensacola area. Mr. Wentworth is
the founder of a notable historical museum and has for more than
twenty-five years been a leading advocate of the marking of historical sites in Florida.
At its annual meeting in Buffalo, New York, on August 24,
1962, the American Association for State and Local History voted
a certificate of commendation to Mr. Wentworth “for outstanding leadership and service in working to make the history of Pensacola . . . known and appreciated.” In further recognition of his
distinguished services, this Society awarded Mr. Wentworth a
plaque at its November meeting. A. O. Mortenson, Society president, made the award.
Martin County Historical Society: Last October the Society
launched another season of historical and cultural events featuring
dinners, social gatherings, art classes, museum tours, films, and
lectures. The Society participates in the operation of the Elliott
Museum and the House of Refuge Museum. In 1961-1962, attendance at the Museums reached almost 60,000 people. Both institutions have received international notice in news publications
during the past year. Two new members have been appointed to
the Museum Commission. Mrs. John L. Taylor and Mrs. James
Owens assumed the posts formerly held by Mrs. Helen Eng and
Mrs. George Jordan.
Historical Society of Fort Lauderdale: The Society was incorporated on February 14, 1962, with the following charter members:
Boyd H. Anderson, Sr., Marston Bates, Mrs. A. J. Beck, Thomas
O. Berryhill, Tom M. Bryan, August Burghard, John S. Burwell,
Mrs. Curtis Byrd, Stephen A. Calder, N. B. Cheaney, Robert L.
Clark, George W. English, Hamilton C. Forman, Albert W.
Erkins, J. B. Fraser, Robert H. Gore, Sr., Harry P. Greep, Ernest
A. Hall, Mrs. Florence C. Hardy, Mrs. M. A. Hortt, Carl A. Hia-
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asen, F. R. Humphries, George Leaird, Robert B. Lochrie, David
D. Oliver, Jr., Leigh Robinson, Paul G. Rogers, Byron Snyder,
Norman Sommers, Thomas N. Stilwell, Jr., Mrs. Frank Stranahan, Mrs. Charles L. Swaggerty, Carl P. Weidling, Sr., Carl P.
Weidling, Jr., and E. Thomas Wilburn.
August Burghard was chosen president and treasurer; Carl P.
Weidling, Jr., vice president; Mrs. A. J. Beck, secretary; and N. B.
Cheaney, George W. English, and Mrs. Frank Stranahan, trustees.
The Broward County Commissioners have provided office
space at 315 Southeast Sixth Street, and a full time executive
assistant, Mrs. Betty S. Campbell, has been employed. Over two
hundred people, mostly pioneer residents, attended the Inaugural
Dinner of the Society last May 28. Total membership is now
well over two hundred, and the first regular meeting was held in
October. A monthly newsletter, “New River News,” is supplied
to all members.
The Society is now actively engaged in an oral history project,
and is building its library. Donations of historical material dealing
with Fort Lauderdale, Broward County, and the state of Florida
are welcomed.
St. Joseph Historical Society: Election of officers held on last
March 3, saw Mrs. Ned S. Porter being selected for another year
as president of the Society. Other officers elected were Jesse V.
Stone, vice president; Mrs. Robert Majors, recording secretary;
Mrs. Hubert Brinson, corresponding secretary; William H. Howell, Jr., treasurer; and Charles B. Smith, publicity director. The
Society has recently been conducting inquiries into the feasibility
of organizing a Gulf County Historical Commission, dedicated to
the purpose of marking and preserving historical sites in the
county. The Society has already requested the County Commission to assist in marking several sites.
Among recent acquisitions of interest is a bill of sale for the
Iola and Lake Wimico and St. Joseph railroads, sold to William
Gray on August 11, 1842. The Society also has now collected
twelve portraits of the signers of Florida’s first constitution. This
is believed to be the largest group thus far assembled. Two early
framed maps of the St. Joseph area have been loaned to the city
of Port St. Joe and are hung in the Chamber room of the Municipal Building.
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Florida Civil War Centennial Commission
The Commission has been issuing on a monthly basis since
1960 a leaflet titled Florida A Hundred Years Ago. Edited by Dr.
Samuel Proctor of the University of Florida, the leaflet is a record
of military operations in and around Florida on almost a day-today basis. It has a circulation of more than 4,000 a month,
mostly in the state, but also to persons in almost every other state
of the Union and in several foreign countries. Interested persons
may secure copies from the Commission at 208 Valencia Avenue,
Coral Gables, 34, Florida.
Harry S. Truman Library
The Harry S. Truman Library, Independence, Missouri, continues to add to its holdings of source materials in recent American history. A recent addition of note was a collection of Truman
administration photographs from the Potsdam Conference of
1945. Tape recorded materials continue to be added to the oral
history holdings and transcripts of the materials will be made available to researchers. Grants-in-aid to scholars who wish to study
at the Library are available from the Harry S. Truman Library
Institute. Applications should be made to the Director, Philip
C. Brooks.
Hall of Fame
In June, pictures of the three Floridians who were selected to
the Florida Public Relations Association Hall of Fame were unveiled in the Florida State Chamber of Commerce Building in
Jacksonville. The pictures were of former Jacksonville Mayor
John T. Alsop, Carl Graham Fisher, and Harold Colee, executive
vice president of the Florida State Chamber of Commerce. The
Hall of Fame recognizes those who had made an outstanding
contribution to Florida’s growth and progress through the media
of public relations and advertising. Others whose pictures are
hanging include Steve Hannigan, Richard Pope, Governor LeRoy
Collins, John Ringling, Nathan Mayo, Henry M. Flagler, W. C.
Ray, Sr., and W. M. Davidson. Dr. Samuel Proctor serves as
historical consultant for the Commission.
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One of the more interesting new organizations on the national scene is the National Society for the Preservation of Covered
Bridges. Dedicated to the preservation of these historic structures,
it makes its headquarters in Boston. Two dollars brings membership and the privilege of participation in monthly meetings in
Boston during the winter, as well as on-site picnics in the summer. The Society’s unique journal, Covered Bridge Topics, may
be had for an additional $1.50, and the World Guide to Covered
Bridges for $2.50, all from the treasurer, Harold F. Eastman,
Barton Road, Stow, Massachusetts.
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THE EDITOR’S CORNER
We continue here the reminiscences by the late Jane D.
Brush of Michigan, widow of Alanson P. Brush, a pioneer of the
automobile industry.
*
*
*
*

TALES OF OLD FLORIDA
by J ANE D. B RUSH
CHAPTER V
T HE I DA M AY
Interesting as this camping trip had been, we were not sorry
to be on our way back to Alzarti House again. We soon heard
that some deep-sea fishing was the next thing planned for us. We
had used the little twenty-five foot sail-boat for fishing around
the keys of upper Sarasota Bay but we had never yet been out to
the “Grouper Banks.” This was an interesting experience for me.
I had never before been so far from land in so small a boat.
Straight out into the Gulf we headed until all I could see was
the bunch of dark foliage at the top of one lofty pine tree. As
long as I could see, even dimly, that dark blur against the sky, I
felt I could “see land,” but soon even that disappeared.
“How will we know when we get to the banks?” I asked my
husband. “We will soon show you,” he said; “we’ll do some sounding. How about it, Furm ? Are we ready for the lead?”
“I don’t think we’ll get anything yet,” said Furman, “but we
can try, if you want to.” I sat down beside Al as he took the
wheel. Furman went into the cabin and came out with a coil of
light weight rope which was marked off into feet and fathoms. On
the loose end of this line was a big oblong piece of lead. Furman
rubbed a thick layer of tallow onto the weight then, standing close
to the edge of the boat, threw it far ahead. As the weight sank,
the boat was catching up with it so that when he pulled it in it
came up almost straight from the bottom. As Furman had expected, there was nothing but sand to be seen on the tallow encrusted
[ 309 ]

Published by STARS, 1962

109

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 41 [1962], No. 3, Art. 1
310

F LORIDA H ISTORICAL Q UARTERLY

weight. Several times the sounding lead was thrown, but not until
he found quite a chunk of rock would Furman give the word to
stop the boat and start fishing. The fishing was good; four of us
handling hand lines caught enough fish so that our total catch
was about 250 pounds. After saving out plenty for the two families, Furman had enough to take to the fish house to give him a
fair profit on his afternoon’s work-besides all our fun!
We were having a wonderful vacation, but every new adventure made us keen for the next one. We had talked vaguely of
a cruise but it seemed out of the question; we had no suitable
boat. Perhaps our glorious day out on the grouper banks put ideas
in our heads. Wouldn’t it be possible, we wondered, to fit this
little boat up so that we would dare to start out - four of us - to
spend a week, or even longer, aboard her somewhat restricted
quarters? Al and Furman seemed to think they could manage to
turn this day boat into a cruiser. Esther and I were anxious to
cooperate; so while the men tinkered with the boat, we prepared
the bedding.
Changing the Ida May into an impromptu cruiser was not
too hard. She had a strong canopy over a day cabin, with seats
along the side and curtains which could be tied down as protection from the weather. Along the sides the men fitted two long
planks, making each seat wide enough for a bed, leaving a narrow
aisle between. The men had a cabin too, but theirs could not be
arranged until we were tied up for the night. Then they took the
main-sail down, slung a poling-oar between the masts and threw
the sail over it like a tent. We may have looked peculiar when
tied up for the the night but we thought it picturesque.
Esther and I had more trouble then the men in finding the
material we wanted. Nowhere in this early Sarasota was there
anything like a mattress. We looked for pillows but the only ones
we could find were filled, not with feathers, but with cotton.
Four for each side, laid crosswise, made our beds. We bought
thin cotton blankets and Nannie Helveston loaned us small feather
pillows for our heads and a thin cotton mattress for the men’s bed.
One thing the Sarasota store did provide was a pretty dark red
calico print with which we covered all the pillows so that they
could be thrown around outside as we wanted. Each of us carried
a bag for a nightdress and a few toilet articles. Aside from that
our sole baggage was one large suitcase which stood on a support
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between our beds. This was our dressing-table as well as providing the storage for all the extra clothing we took with us.
The crowning achievement for the men was a sandbox which
stood on the small deck aft of the cockpit. It was about forty-two
inches square and eight deep, It held beach sand on which we
could build a charcoal fire to boil our coffee, fry fish, or cook some
“grits” for our breakfast. We came to know that to a Southerner
“grits” is as important a food as rice is to a Chinese.

“The Tie-up” - the high bank where the Ida May tied up
for one night.
When the last carefully wrapped food supplies had been
brought aboard from Alzarti House, and two extra jars of wellwater had been stowed underneath the thwarts of the row-boat
which we were to tow, we were at last ready. It seemed late in
the day to start, but as we planned to spend a week or more
aboard, why wait for morning ? We could at least go down to
Little Pass. If the breeze held, we might even go to Casey’s
Pass at the lower end of Sarasota Bay. Fortunately for us, the
breeze threatened to die out early and we slipped into Little Pass
and tied up for the night.
It was a warm dark night. The air had a velvety softness,
and the water was highly phosphorescent. Little Pass was a
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narrow winding channel with deep water right up to the side
where we were tied up. It looked something like a river and this
effect was enhanced that evening by a strong ebb tide which kept
the brushes across from us in constant motion. As they were
moved by the tide, these trailing branches sent up ripples and
flashes of flame. An occasional fish swimming lazily past glowed
faintly, deep in the water, and at times a larger group would rush
by churning the water to a living turmoil. Never have I seen a
sight such as we were treated to that evening. It was beautiful
beyond description, and most amazing! As soon as we were snugged down, Al said, “How about some phosphorescent fishing,
Furm?”
“All right,” said Furman, and he proceded to make preparations, hauling out his great cast-net and beginning to straighten
out its folds. I had never heard of a cast-net before that evening,
and I didn’t know that it took great strength and skill to throw
one, or that Furman Helveston was an expert at this particular
phase of the fisherman’s art.
Al put Esther and me into the row-boat which he controlled
with a short poling oar. Esther and I held a small lantern but
we shielded it as much as we could so that its light should not
dim the phosphorescent glow. In this dim light we could see the
figure of our stalwart fisherman as he stood in the bow of the
boat making careful preparations for his cast. His left arm, rigidly
extended at shoulder height, held the carefully draped folds of his
great net. He stood like a carved statue, the only movement to be
seen was the steady progress of his right hand as it moved along
the length of his left arm from shoulder to finger tips; moving,
adjusting the doubled folds of the net. The weights at the edges
were given especial attention; the draw-string must be coiled
with the greatest care. Any oversight, any chance to tangle, would
ruin a cast.
At last we were ready, but where were the fish? Look! There
they come! A breathless moment and then his strong right arm
shot out and spread that net so that its smooth circumference
touched the water just over the group of fish. As the weights
swung down and were drawn together underneath the fish, we
saw in the phosphorescent water a flaming globe, its diamondshaped meshes outlined by glowing bits of rope, while in the center the wildly splashing fish churned the water into living flame.

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol41/iss3/1

112

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 41, Issue 3

E DITOR ' S C ORNER

313

Some of the fish escaped and swam away leaving in their wake
bubbles and flashes of fire. It was a scene one could not forget.
Following this exciting evening we had a day or two of
ordinary sailing. We sailed down past lower Sarasota Bay. We
wanted to go into Casey’s Pass and visit Dona’s Landing but the
breeze was right for keeping down the coast. We could make
good time that way and when you travel by sails instead of by a
motor the direction of the wind counts. So we went to Stump
Pass and anchored for the night. The water was rough next day
outside, so we slipped in at Gasparilla Pass and had a quiet sail
down Gasparilla Sound. There was a little rough going as we
passed Boca Grande for an outgoing tide met the swells from the
Gulf, making a choppy sea. They laughed at me for standing up
with my arm around the mast. “Are you trying to hold the boat
still, Janie?” asked Al.

The Ida May in Lake Okeechobee
We were soon past the “Big Mouth” (Boca Grande) and in
sight of Uzeppa Island. This island, with its beautiful little Inn,
was unique at that time. Accessible only by water and with no
regular boat service, it was the quite pretentious hobby of a
wealthy Chicago sportsman and he kept it up regardless of expense. When we got there it had just been opened and was ready
for an expected party of tarpon fishermen. The tarpon fishers
were delayed but we showed up instead and were welcomed with
open arms.
We were not tired of our improvised quarters on the Ida May
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but this little hotel and its beautiful surrounding were so unusual
that they were not to be resisted. Three of us decided to spend
the night on shore, but Furman said he would sleep aboard to be
sure nothing was disturbed. He joined us for dinner, however,
and the four of us sat down to a meal that night that would have
done credit to any high-priced hotel.
The next morning as I was getting ready to leave an elderly
colored woman came in to care for the room. Her greeting was
arresting. “I sho’ is glad to meet up wid white folks again,” she
said; and then, “Is you-all f’om de No’th?”
“Yes,” I said, “We are from the North but just now we are
from Sarasota.” Dropping what she was doing, she turned eagerly. “You is f’om Sarasota?” she asked.
“Yes,” I said, “we are from Sarasota, but,” I added, “just now
we are staying outside of Sarasota, at Mr. Helveston’s.”
“Yo’ is at Mr. Helvingston’s- at Mr. John Helvingston’s!”
Her excitement was growing; and I added, “And Mr. Furman
Helveston is here with us.”
“Mr. Fu’man here!’’ Without another word she was out of
the room and hobbling down the broad stairway which led to the
lobby. I realized that something was up - so I followed. As luck
would have it our tall, broad-framed friend loomed up in the
front door just as the colored woman reached the bottom of the
steps. She rushed over to him and grabbed his big right hand in
both of hers. Swinging it up and down she exclaimed, “Oh Mr.
Fu’man, Mr. Fu’man! Don’t yo know me? I’ze Liza!” Hardly giving him time to tell her how glad he was to see her (and he unmistakably was glad), she kept hold of his hand, swinging his
arm as if it were a pump handle, and saying over and over, “Oh
Mr. Fu’man, Mr. Fu’man, you sho’ does favor yose’f. Yo sho’
does favor yose’f!” The quaint phrase was puzzling until one
heard that ’Liza was his old nurse; then it was interesting to see
how the old colored woman exulted in the resemblance she could
see between the boy she had helped care for and this tall, alert
man. To “favor yourself” became a phrase having real meaning
to us.
Enchanting as this region was, however, we could not linger.
After a hearty breakfast, we said goodbye to ’Liza, and boarding
our make-shift cruiser we were on our way again.
In spite of her crude quarters the Ida May was a fine little
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boat, sturdy and seaworthy. Now we were on our way down Pine
Island Sound. We left behind names full of meaning to us.
Emptying into Charlotte Harbor are two fine rivers, the Peace and
the Myakka. We knew the Myakka best, but we were a long way
now from those upper reaches of the river south and east of Sarasota where we fished for big-mouthed bass, and we were going
farther all the time. Pine Island is long. Between us and the
Gulf lay several smaller islands or keys. There are Captiva and
Sanibel, two names associated in the very early days with pirates
and buried treasure, and in the more modern times of which I
am speaking, with an equally doubtful lot - rum-runners and
smugglers. But these people would not bother us. We left the
tip of Sanibel behind us to go up the Caloosahatchee River to
Fort Myers.
By the time we reached the broad mouth of the river it was
getting toward sunset and the character of the water around us
seemed to be changing. Off in the distance we could see the intense blue water of the Gulf, but where we were there was a flow
of amber-colored water. This water got its color, not from any
muddy sediment, but from the roots of the palmettos which were
so common along the banks of the river. The tide was coming
in, and as it pushed the blue water of the Gulf against the amber
current, it produced curious swirling effects which reminded me
of old-fashioned watered silk. All around us were floating clusters of water-hyacinth with beautiful green leaves and many
orchid-colored blossoms. There was a bright sunset and between
the patches of leaves and flowers, the brilliant colors of the sky
were reflected from the water. My watered silk was being turned,
before my eyes, into a gorgeous brocade.
As we went up the river the fragrance from orange groves
filled the air; we were getting near to Fort Myers. The banks below the city, down to where the river empties into the Gulf, were
lined with groves. The fragrance was at times almost overpowering. We were near to the first real stopping place on our adventure.
Very soon our modest little cruiser was tied up at the dock
of the Royal Palm Hotel. We slept aboard that night, and were
up bright and early the next morning, for we had much to domuch to find out in the next few hours. The rumor that had
lured us on from the start of this cruise was that it was possible
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for a boat to get from Fort Myers into Lake Okeechobee. The
men must get detailed information on that subject while Esther
and I saw that our boat was provisioned for at least a week’s
absence from stores. The local stores had provided everything
we needed, including two fresh bags of charcoal, but the men
came back with one solitary bit of information. Lake Okeechobee
cat-fish were being marketed in Fort Myers!
Aside from this one solid fact everything was about as vague
as the rumors they had heard up the coast. There was general
agreement that Lake Flirt was very hard to cross, being a maze
of channels which changed almost from day to day. There was a
dredged cut into Lake Okeechobee, they were told, but what kind
of boats were used by the fishermen to market their fish, no one
seemed to know. It was very evident that our two men were keen
to go on and find out for themselves just what the conditions
were, and Esther and I had almost as much curiosity as they; we
did not try to hold them back.
So, a little before noon, on March 4, 1906, we started up the
Caloosahatchee River determined to go as far as our sails and
little auxiliary motor would carry our twenty-five foot sail-boat.
As soon as we passed under the railroad bridge just above Fort
Myers we seemed to leave all traces of civilization behind. There
was no more tide-water, just a strong flow of clear amber current.
There was no sign of a house, not even of a fence; no suggestion,
that we could see, of a tilled field. We seemed to be following
this broad river through a wilderness, but what a beautiful wilderness! Our progress was slow for the river was so crooked that sails
were no use, and our motor gave little speed against this swift
current. The only thing that troubled us was that the chugging
of the engine seemed out of place in this wild solitude. These
words would sound strange to any one living in that part of Florida today, but it must be remembered that this was 1906. My
mental pictures of this trip and its occurrences are vivid but I
must admit that they are fortified and verified by my old photographic album and by a line-a-day book which has miraculously
survived. To quote from the little book: “We are tied up tonight
beside a beautiful high bank. - Had a beautiful ride yesterday!Go on tomorrow to find Okeechobee!”
Well, we went on, and we found Okeechobee, but it took us
a little longer than one more day to do so. The distance in miles
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would have made it an easy day’s run but we made so many stops
that it took longer. The river here was not so crooked as it was
just above Fort Myers, but a bend not far away shut off our view.
AS we rounded that point, we all exclaimed, for there was our first
glimpse of civilization. The high bank continued, and there was
an extensive clearing. In this clearing, near the river bank, stood
the largest palmetto-thatched house I had ever seen. This one
had a big square opening, like a window in the end which was
toward the river. It was filled with eager childish faces just now.
They had heard us coming and were keen to see the strangers.
Back of the house was a crude sugar-cane mill. At one side of
the mill was a pile of ground sugar-cane. It looked like a rough
strawstack. As we tied up at the bank a man appeared carrying
an armful of unground cane. Furman and Al hurried over to
speak to him while Esther and I made friends with the children.
The oldest girl was well dressed and quite attractive. She was
also eager to talk. “Do you live here all the time?” she was asked.
“Oh no!” She was evidently quite shocked. “We’re just here
while the cane is being ground. We’re from the city.”
“Do you come up here from Fort Myers?”
“No,” she said, “We’re from LaBelle.” I had heard we were
to pass a place called LaBelle, but supposed it to be just a little
settlement. Now I asked, respectfully, “How much of a place is
LaBelle?” With an important little air, the girl said, “Oh, we’ve
got a church-house and a school-house, and a store!” I made no
comment - none was needed. This was civilization - they had
all the necessities of life. Our men were soon back with some
interesting information from their farmer friend, Mr. Hull, but
not about Okeechobee; that was not in his line. He knew what
we did-no less and no more-but the sugar-cane industry for
Florida-that interested him. He had produced twelve hundred
gallons of cane sugar that year and his crop was about half
ground. That the Hull product was a good one we could swear
for we added a gallon to our supply which had been getting low.
A few miles farther up the river we tied up at LaBelle. I
saw the church-house, the school-house, and the store. There
was only one other house I could see but it was not the home of
Mr. Hull and his family; they must have lived on the outskirts
of this city of LaBelle. The one house we did see held a very
friendly woman, however, who engaged to bake us a pan of “light
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bread” (biscuit to us) if we would wait an hour for it, which we
were glad to do. While waiting for the “light-bread” the men
collected all the information they could. It was not very much.
Yes, we could get through the two small lakes and into Lake
Okeechobee. Lake Flirt was hard to cross but there was a way
through - if we could find it. Coffee Mill Hammock was a good
place to tie up for the night.
At last we had our pan of hot biscuit and were on our way
again. Almost immediately after leaving LaBelle we passed a
great water-wheel which was very picturesque. On the wheel
were scoops which dipped up water, lifted it and emptied it into
a trough, to be carried quite a distance to one of Florida’s cattle
ranches.
Soon after we left the big water-wheel, we found ourselves in
a very strange scene. Instead of growing smaller, our river suddenly seemed to have spread itself out. There were no banks;
instead there was a great expanse of high grasses; not reeds, only
grass.
“This is saw-grass,” Al and Furman told us, “and this must
be the beginning of Lake Flirt.” This sea of grass was broken
here and there by little winding channels. Our sailors would
choose a likely looking channel and explore it as far as they could
go, but then would come a deadend - too shallow or too tangled
for our boat to get through. Then they would have to back outpole themselves out likely - back to the deep channel again, and
try to choose another possible way through this maze of weeds
an grasses. Al, being lighter than Furman, was the one to climb
to the masthead for a wider view and call out directions for a
fresh start. Hour after hour was spent in this way; it seemed
interminable, but well along in the afternoon we came into a little
stretch of open water and off to one side was a well defined opening. That must be the channel leading into Lake Hickopachee.
We were across Lake Flirt! That name was too good for her.
She was no gay deceiver; she was a wanton hussy, trying to lure
us to our destruction. But we had got the best of her. Now the
way was open and clear into the other lake and this one would
not be hard to cross. It didn’t take long to cross Lake Hickopachee,
and then we saw more saw-grass, but it was all right! There was
no maze of winding channels, but a dredged cut in which the
banks-if lines of heavy grasses can be called banks-are well
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defined, and the water was deep enough for our boat. Although
it was getting late we decided to keep on till we came to CoffeeMill Hammock. Then we would tie up for the night, for it had
been a fairly long hard day.
After my experience around Sarasota, I felt that I must know
what a hammock was. “A sizable knoll of earth, pretty well
covered with trees.” No such rounded hillock appeared and I
was beginning to think “Coffee-mill Hammock” was a myth, when
suddenly, through the gathering dusk, I saw some trees. They
were close to the edge of the dredged cut. This must be itCoffee-mill Hammock! Alas for my idea of “a sizable knoll of
earth covered with trees”! This was a small patch of ground
barely above water and on it stood a few trees, several half-grown
pines and a few scrubby palmettos. There was not enough land
to build a good-sized house on. There was nothing to tie up to
so we threw out the anchor and started to get ready for the night.
We were so used to our restricted quarters on the Ida May by now
that to spread up our beds, Esther’s and mine in the cabin, the
men’s on top under the main-sail, took no time at all. Then we
all gave attention to our surroundings.
This was evidently someone’s fishing-camp. There was a
curious net device near us. Furman called it a fish trap. Furman
said it was very effective in a place like this-it caught many
fish. On the small piece of solid land was the fisherman’s camp.
A bed of Spanish moss had a little shelter of canvass over it. In
front this canvass was about two feet high-in the back it was
pegged to the ground. On long spikes driven into one of the
trees hung utensils; a frying-pan, a long-bladed knife, a fork,
and a spoon. There had been a campfire under the tree, and beside its embers stood a big bucket and a smoke-stained coffeepot.
This primitive camp seemed to emphasize rather than lessen
our sense of isolation. The rapidly falling twilight with weird
sounds of tropical birds added a note of unreality. Another recollection comes back to me. As I looked intently at our surroundings of acres of the spectacular saw-grass, and the smooth
water of the channel where we were anchored, a curious disturbance in the water caught my eye. Something was moving-it.
was coming toward us, leaving a v-shaped wake behind it. Now
it was so near that I could see a frog-like head, but surely no frog
would leave such a disturbance behind it. “What is it, Al?” I
asked.
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“It is a water-moccasin,” he said. “We are in their home country, you know.” Then quickly, in answer to my look of horror, he
added, “Don’t be afraid-they can’t climb the side of this boat!”
Just then came the sound of oars and our neighbor of the
hammock appeared; a nice looking southern boy, he had the most
musical voice I had heard in this land of soft voices. He was very
friendly and talked eagerly with the men, telling them many
things about this part of the country. From here on, he told them,
the way to Okeechobee was easy. After leaving the saw-grass, he
said, the dredged cut would wind between willow-lined banks.
The entrance to Lake Okeechobee was marked by a single large
cypress tree. This was his fishing camp, but his home was beyond
the saw-grass on higher land. He must have liked our men for
he invited them to stop over and go hunting with him. There was
an enormous wild turkey roost not very far away, and he was
going over there and get some birds. Of course this was impossible to arrange on this trip, but I am sure our men thought with
regret of that hunting. But what can you expect if you make
yourself responsible for women folk on an adventure trip? In the
morning, the men took their cabin down, set sail, and with a favoring wind, were well on their way before Esther and I were
awake. When we finally appeared our boat was in the midst of
one of Florida’s great saw-grass regions.
Before we leave it I would like to know that you have a fair
idea of what it looks like. If you never have seen saw-grass growing, picture to yourself a great field of grasses, with ornamental
heads, but growing up out of water to giant heights. The heads
of the saw-grass are beautiful and plumy; the height of the grass
depends somewhat on the location. Where we were at this time
the heads reached well above the Ida May’s cabin. Although
there was a strong current through this region, we could tie up
at any time by pulling three or four stems together and fastening the boat to them.
After a little the picture about us changed. The dredges now
had gone through shallow water and had thrown up quite high
banks of earth on each side. With the almost unbelievable rapid
growth of vegetation in this semi-tropical land, some of the shrubs,
mostly willows, had attained quite a size. They were almost
young trees, yet they were not so high that we could fail to notice
the big cypress as soon as it was in sight. That old tree gave us
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quite an exultant thrill, for it told us we had accomplished what
we set out to do. What we could see of the shore of Okeechobee
was low and indistinct; without the towering height of the old
tree we would hardly have ventured to take a sail out into the
lake, but the cypress was a sure landmark-the breeze was just
right. So we gave our sails an airing, gave ourselves an unforgettable ride and Al, cutting himself loose with the dinghey got a fine
picture of our boat in Lake Okeechobee. We ate our luncheon out
in the lake and then decided that it was time for us to turn the
Ida May toward home.
The trip back through the lakes was much easier and shorter
than the one going up. Even Lake Flirt was not so hard to cross.
Almost before we knew it, we were back in the Caloosahatchee
River. Instead of stopping again at Coffee-mill Hammock, we
tied up that night at LaBelle. Having taken their time on the
way up, the men now seemed to be intent on hurrying us toward
home. When we reached Fort Myers we were told the reason
for this urgency. They said that a “norther” was brewing, and
while our boat was all right for four in fair weather, it would be
too crowded for stormy weather sailing; so Esther and I were
ignominiously sent home from Fort Myers by rail, while the two
men took our staunch little sail-boat and beat her up the coast.
It wasn’t too easy to get from Fort Myers to Sarasota in those
days. Rivalry rather than cooperation between two railroad systems made travel back and forth across the state slow and tiresome. Our first change was at Lakeland, just a junction at that
time. This stop was marked by nothing more noteworthy than
the attention my sister attracted from a polite youth who insisted
on carrying her suitcase for her across a rough field to where our
train was waiting. A conductor standing beside the first car we
reached, put out a hand to help us up the steps, but the young
man, keeping a firm hold on Esther’s elbow, said with a lordly air,
“The ladies want the chair-car!” and took us on to the place where
he evidently thought we belonged. His proprietary air over my
capable and traveled sister amused me greatly.
Our next change was not so easy to make. The “norther” had
developed, and a coal black midnight found us in front of a dark
and locked railroad station. There was no house to be seen in the
darkness and no one to consult. The train to Tampa, where we
must change again, was not due till morning. It was dismal; but
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a fellow traveler who left the train when we did came to our
rescue. There was a small hotel or boarding-house to which he
was going. If we wanted to follow him, they would take care of
us till morning. We followed him to a house where we entered
a bare little hall. On a small stand was a lamp and a bell. Telling
us to ring the bell, the man disappeared. We rang and waited. A
second ring finally brought a sleepy looking girl who took us out
a back door and up some outside stairs into a large room. The
room held three full-sized beds, and little else. There was no lock
on the door. After careful inspection, we chose the bed which
looked least rumpled and lay down, without undressing, till morning.
I tried to get some sleep for I was tired, but how could I sleep
in the strange uncomfortable surroundings? The howling of the
wind and the picture in my mind of a storm-tossed boat-these
things alone would have made sleep impossible for me. I was glad
indeed when day-light came and it was time to get up. It is
strange to record that this dismal night was in Plant City - but
a very different Plant City from the thriving town of today.
When our train finally arrived - we waited two hours past its
scheduled time-we found that we need not go into Tampa; we
could make our final change for Sarasota at Turkey Creek. We
made close connections there and were met by Ida Helveston
with a horse and carriage. It was good to see Ida again, good to
be back in Alzarti House. Above all, to me, it was good to get
Ida’s reassurance about the men and the boat. According to her
it was not a very bad storm; those boys would really love it.
Although our two men. had faced a storm and a head wind,
they were not so much behind us as I feared they would be.
Both were good sailors and could take turns handling the boat.
There was no tying up over night on this return trip. They got
back somewhere after midnight the same day Esther and I had
arrived in the morning. Asked about their trip, they reported
that the storm had been rather fierce but the Ida May had beThe only possible risk they ran, they said,
haved beautifully.
was when they reached Big Pass after midnight and decided to
come in, instead of waiting for daylight, because they knew I
would be worrying!
The next day our boat was dismantled, the borrowed things
returned, our own rooms straightened; there was much to do.
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Then the men changed our cruiser back to a day boat again;
she had done nobly in her make-shift role, but she was really a
day boat. We had a busy day and not till after dinner did we get
over to the little house under the trees. We went over the whole
trip, omitting no detail. Ida had not been worried by the storm.
With two such men as Al Brush and Furman Helveston, she
knew Esther and I would be well looked after, and those two men
with the Ida May could face any “norther” that ever blew!
Then we had to make plans. Our two-month vacation was
nearly over and we wanted to make the most of what was left.
Some more deep-sea fishing out at the grouper-banks would be
nice, and another oyster roast on the beach was a treat we had
been promised.
“Al,” I said, “I do want to see that queer place you call ‘Deep
Hole.’ Don’t forget that.” “Janie,” said my husband, “we will
show Esther as much as we can, but you can’t crowd the whole
of Florida into one trip. We’ve done pretty well for this time.
Perhaps we’ll have to leave a few things for the next visit.”
And now, we too, must leave some things for the next time,
and we will hope that our “Old Florida” will still be here, unspoiled by “Tourist Camps” and “Motels.”
(Continued in the next issue)
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